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Dear Parishioners  

It was lovely to see you all at the weekend. I hope you enjoyed the various parties and the picnic as much as I 
did. Thank you all so much for your kind words on the cards which I received. It was a very great pleasure and a 
privilege to serve you all as parish priest over the last ten years, and I fully intend to remain in service in the 
parish for the next twenty-five. I will depend on your prayers! Thank you very much for your generous gift. I’m 
not yet sure where it will go, but I think it will have something to do with bicycles. I will remember you all as I 
cycle through Holland this summer. Thank you most especially for being so willing to volunteer for the many 
ministries which take place in the parish. A parish is only as good as its volunteers, and you have been 
wonderful volunteers. Thank you so much. There are, of course, still a few vacancies to fill – especially in the 
Family Formation programme – so please do get in touch if you feel that the Holy Spirit is calling you that way. 
It’s only a very limited commitment, and you really don’t need to be an expert! Just to have a few more 
volunteers with the DBS certificate would be so helpful, simply to sit in a class when needed. 

Meanwhile, you will all have heard that Fr Stephen Wang is to be out next Bishop. I am sure that he will be a gift 
to all of us. He is known to some at Worth, and those who have followed the Sycamore programmes will know 
his very humane approach to the faith, and his capacity for warmth and communication. On receiving the news 
of his appointment, he said: “This appointment has come as a huge surprise. I feel a mixture of gratitude and 
trepidation; an excitement and curiosity about all that lies ahead; and above all, a sense of peace. I’m grateful to 
Pope Leo for calling me and putting his trust in me, and to Archbishop Moth for all his care for the Diocese over 
these years. 

“I’m sad to be leaving the Venerable English College, and the Diocese of Westminster. But I am overjoyed at 
the thought of coming to Arundel & Brighton, getting to know the people, and working together to build God’s 
Kingdom. Coming from a landlocked diocese where the hills are no bigger than London buses, I look forward to 
some wild swimming and walks on the South Downs. 

“I will need lots of prayers and support. I hope that even with all my weaknesses I can be a loving shepherd, a 
spiritual father, and a brother as well. I know that if we put the love of Jesus and Mary at the centre of 
everything we do, and always seek to love and serve one another, then we cannot go wrong. Jesus will guide 
us through his Holy Spirit, lead us to the Father, and help us to lead others along the same path.” 

Please see the A & B website for a short message for us all, and a brief biography: 
https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/news/fr-stephen-wang 

And please pray for him. I send my prayers for you. Yours, Fr Paul 

Mass Times at Worth Abbey:  

 Sundays - 9.30am (Family Mass, with choir)  

Mondays to Fridays - 5.30 pm 

Saturdays - 9am & 5pm (First Mass of Sunday), Feast 

Days 5.30pm      

 Days of Obligation - see website 

 Second Collection - Sea Sunday 

Inside this week’s In Touch… 

✓  Prayers and Mass Readings, page 2 

✓  Worth Parish Community Billboard, page 2 

✓  Parish Activities and Announcements, pages 2-4 

✓  Other Activities and Announcements, pages 4-6 

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
11th July / 12th July 2026  

No. 1478 

 

In Touch 

https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/news/fr-stephen-wang
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Mass Readings: (12 July – 19 July) 
 
Sun 12 July: 1st Reading – Isaiah 55:10-11          2nd Reading – Romans 8:18-23               Gospel - Matthew 13:1-23 
 

Mon – Isaiah 1:10-17; Matthew 10:34-11:1                  Thu – Isaiah 26:7-9,11,16-19; Matthew 11:28-30 
Tue – Isaiah 7:1-9; Matthew 11:20-24                           Fri – Isaiah 38:1-6,21-22,7-8; Matthew 12:1-8 
Wed – Isaiah 10:5-7, 13-16; Matthew 11:25-27                       Sat – Micah 2:1-5; Matthew 12:14-21 

 

Sun 19 July: 1st Reading – Wisdom 12:13,16-19          2nd Reading – Romans 8:26-27             Gospel - Matthew 13:24-43  

 

Prayers 
 

Please keep our new Bishop elect Fr Stephen Wang in your prayers as he joins the Arundel & Brighton parish  
 
Please pray for the sick of our parish: Mary Baker, Paul Pemble, Michael Wall, Krysia Smith, John Maher, John 
Mulhall, Margaret Ogden, Anne Wise, Mandy Horton, Patricia Horsman, Stella Higham, Jim Tierney, Catherine Elia, 
Patrick Cambridge, Barry Wingrove, Rowena Leaney, Beryl McNulty, Jelly Labto, Sheila Charman, Gillian Maher, Terry 
and Susan Scoble, Sue Pearson, John and Sue Rutherford, Liz Hicklin, Jill Carter and Laura Rawlinson. And please 
pray for the healing of our Diocese Youth Adviser Lizzie Wakeling. 
 
Please continue praying for the soul of Fr. Kevin Taggart and parishioners Mo Jalie, Ann Buckley, Elfriede Huckstep, 
Gerry Loney, Rory Clarke, Tony Hicklin and Peter Annabring. Please pray for the souls Eileen O’Dwyer, Jennie 
Manktelow, Lilian Baker, Bob Mabey, Lilla Bethune, William Kibble, Ben Fielder, Julia Harvey, Dick Norman, John 
Palmer, Mary Relfe, Henrietta Landon and Sidney Hoare whose anniversaries are this week. Eternal rest grant unto 
them, oh Lord. And let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. 
 

 

 

 

 

Summer Holiday Horarium 2026: 14 July - 11 August 
As we move into the summer period, the monastic community will follow a revised Summer Holiday Horarium for the period 
of Tuesday 14th July to Tuesday 11th August. This reflects a slightly different rhythm of prayer and community life while 
maintaining the heart of our daily worship. 
 
Daily Prayer and Mass 
From Monday to Friday, the day will begin with Matins at 7.00am and Lauds at 8.00am, both said.  Prayers will take place in 
the Unity Room.  No Midday Office.  In the evening, the Community will gather for Mass at 5.30pm, followed by Vespers at 
6.45pm. 
 
On Saturdays, the schedule will include the usual Mass at 9.00am, and the Parish Vigil Mass at 5.00pm in the Abbey 
Church. 
 
On Sundays, the community will celebrate the usual Mass at 9.30am in the Abbey Church, as well as sung Lauds at 8.00am 
and Vespers at 6.45pm. 
 
Important Notes 
Certain offices taking place in the House Chapel are private to the community and are not open to the public. 
There will be no live streaming of services during this period. 
 

 

 

 

 

Enlarged Service Sheets for Conventual Mass 

For any parishioners with sight issues, there will be enlarged service sheets available at the East Door of the Abbey 
Church. 

Parish Activities and Announcements 

 Worth Parish Community Billboard 

This will be our final copy of “In Touch” until after the Summer.    
Please look out for “In Brief” for prayers and information. 



3  

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES... 
 
Sunday 19th July – Final Junior Church of this Term                                                                                            
 
 
AND OUR REGULAR ACTIVITIES… 

Sacrament of Reconciliation – Sundays 08.45–09.15am in the church, or by appointment with Fr. Paul / Fr Rod 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – Fridays at 4-5pm (as of 3rd July), Sundays 6.30-7pm after vespers with the 

monks, and every first Sunday of the month, 10:30am (right after Mass) –11am 

Rosary Group – Mondays 7:10-8pm in the church after vespers. Please contact Rachel Davies: 07801 696354. 

Christian Meditation - Unity Room, 7-8pm, 4th Wednesday of the month 

Healing Service - 4th Sunday of the month 10.45am to 11.15am in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel  

Vigil for Vocations – Every first Friday of the month at 8.30-9pm, after compline. 

Bible Study Group – Mondays, 11am at St Benedict’s (Parish Office). Please contact the Parish Office. 

Family Faith Formation – Monthly, every 3rd Sunday. New parishioners, all families welcome! 
 

 
 

Junior Church Notice: 
The final class of this Term for Junior Church is on Sunday 19th July. It will resume for the Autumn Term on Sunday 6th 
September. 
 

 
 

Curious about the Catholic Church?  Would you like to find out more about it! 
We now have a group ‘up and running’ for young adults who would like to hear more about the 
Catholic Church or who are interested in becoming Catholic.  
 
The next meeting of the group will be on Monday 3rd August at 7.30pm in the Parish Office.  
 
Please do contact the parish office or speak directly with Fr Rod or Fr Paul if you would be interested 
in finding out more about the group. You would be most welcome to join us!  

 
 

Adoration at Worth Abbey 
Friday Adoration - afternoons 4 to 5pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel – Please do contact 
Fr Rod or the parish office, if you would be interested in supporting this time of Adoration.    
                                 
Friday Evening ‘Holy Hour’ - 7.15pm to 8.15pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. You are 
most welcome to come and join in a time of adoration, reflection and music.  
 
Sundays - 6.30pm to 7pm with the monks 
 
 

Car Parking on Sunday mornings: 
Please do keep the parking spaces adjacent the church piazza, for less mobile parishioners. Could we also keep the 
parking area directly outside of Compass House free for residents and groups using the building. Many thanks. 

Family Formation Groups 

We are currently looking for volunteers to support our family formation groups. These take place 
after mass (11am) for one hour on the third Sunday of the month. In total the commitment is ten 
Sundays each year. You do not need any previous experience as you will be given resources and 
guidance from those already supporting groups. You are just asked to bring your interest and 
enthusiasm as our children develop their understanding and love of their faith.  
       We have four age groups 3-5, 6-8, 8-11 and 12-16, with between about 6 and 12 children in 
each group.        
       Please consider volunteering for this very important ministry. If you are able to participate, 
please contact Fr Rod or Fr Paul 
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Worth Intercessory Team (WIT): 
Soon, we hope to start a new group of prayer warriors. We’ll meet online via Microsoft Teams 
at 8pm on the first Wednesday of the month (45 min - 1hr), creating a welcoming space to 
pray together. Would you like to join? Please sign up and we’ll get this prayer group started. 
 
This is a chance to grow in prayer, deepen parish connection, and make a difference—
without leaving your home. If you’d like to join, please email worthabbeyparish@gmail.com.  
 
Come join us. We look forward to praying with you! 
 

“For where two or more are gathered in my name, there I am in their midst.” – Mt 18:20 

Change to Monastery Horarium from 24 August 
 

From Monday 24 August, the Monastery Horarium at Worth Abbey will be revised. 
 

These changes are being introduced to: 
• Better support the rhythm of community life, and 

• Avoid a clash with Worth School departure times, which currently impacts car park use. 
 

What's changing? 
The principal changes are the changes to the times of the Midday Office at 12.30pm, the Conventual Mass at 5.00pm 

on weekdays, and Vespers at 6.30pm. All morning offices remain unchanged. 
 

The updated Horarium is shown below: 
 

Monday to Friday 
The morning timetable remains unchanged. 

12.30pm – Midday Office 
5.00pm – Conventual Mass 

6.30pm – Vespers 
 

Saturday 
The morning timetable remains unchanged. 

12.30pm – Midday Office 
5.00pm – Parish Vigil Mass 

6.30pm – Vespers 
8.15pm – Vigils of Sunday 

 
Sunday 

The morning timetable remains unchanged. 
12.30pm – Midday Office 

5.55pm – 6.25pm – Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
6.30pm – Vespers 

 
We look forward to welcoming all who wish to join the monastic community in prayer. 

Thank you for your understanding and continued support of the life of the Abbey 
 

Every Mile Matters 
 
 
 
 

Life is a pregnancy support charity.  We’re inviting people of all abilities to get involved. 
Whether you love running, prefer walking, or are completely new to it, you’re welcome to join in supporting Life in 2027. 

London Marathon, London Landmarks Half Marathon, Local runs.  Your support could help a woman feel like 
motherhood is possible, help a grieving family with baby loss and so much more. 

 
Please see poster in the Narthex for more information or visit www.getinvolved.lifecharit.org.uk/fundraising-events/ 

 

mailto:worthabbeyparish@gmail.com
http://www.getinvolved.lifecharit.org.uk/fundraising-events/
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To find out more and to book tickets: https://tickets.celebratefestival.org/delegate-registration/celebrate-festival-2026 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PA / Support Worker Needed – East Grinstead 
Kind, reliable person sought to support an autistic teenage boy after school and during holidays. 
27 hrs term time / 42 hrs holidays - £20 per hour 
Ideally a young male with a calm and supportive nature. Experience with autism/SEND preferred. Enhanced DBS required. 
 
Please contact Alice for more information on 07746716830 
 
 
 
 

Childminder Needed 
Looking for a reliable person with their own car to be able to pick up 2 children (age 6 and 10) from Lingfield and take them 
home to Copthorne at 3:30pm and stay with them until max 8pm. It would be on ad hoc basis 5-6 days a month (any day 
except Thursday), rota given well in advance. Pay £20/hour.  
 
Please get in touch with Ida on 07845456873 for more information.  

 Other Activities and Announcements 

https://tickets.celebratefestival.org/delegate-registration/celebrate-festival-2026
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Sunday 26 July is the Catholic Church’s sixth World Day for Grandparents and Elderly 
So many of us remember with deep fondness our relationship with our grandparents as 
we grew up. The theme for the day is “I will never forget you (Is 49:15),” What a wonderful 
opportunity to encourage our youngsters to phone, visit or reach out to their grandparents, 
“parish” grandparents, or elderly relatives to show their love and affection.  
 
The link below takes you to the Popes full letter for this day of celebration of life, 
experience, and love. 
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2026-06/pope-leo-xiv-for-sixth-world-day-of-
grandparents-and-elderly.html    
 

Many parishes have a grandparent’s group, but if this is something you would like to know more about or explore, please 
email Deacon Simon South, Marriage and Family Life Adviser E: simon.south@abdiocese.org.uk 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Marriage Anniversaries Mass – Saturday 3 October at Arundel Cathedral 
Whether you are you celebrating a special anniversary or simply giving thanks for 
your marriage this year, come and join us for our annual celebration of the joys 
and grace of sacramental marriage.  
 
Mass will be celebrated at 11.30am. There will also be a wonderful opportunity to 
renew your wedding vows during Mass. This will be followed by a small drinks’ 
reception in the Cathedral Centre. Family and friends are very welcome. The 
Cathedral and Centre are wheelchair friendly.  
 
If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact Deacon Simon South, 
Marriage and Family Life Adviser at E: simon.south@abdiocese.org.uk.  
 
To book your free place, you can scan the QR code on the poster or go to the 
Events page of the Diocesan website 
W: www.abdiocese.org.uk/diocese/events  Poster and social tile attached for use 
in your parish. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Mental Health Awareness training – Saturday 17 October 10-3pm at The St Philip Howard Centre, 
Crawley – cost £40 
Thanks to the support of Mental Health England, we are able to offer this 
"Mental Health Awareness" training, to explore the realities, symptoms and 
impact of living with these many debilitating conditions. One of the challenges 
that we are experiencing in our modern world is the growing number of people, 
of all ages, experiencing the darkness and challenge of various mental health 
conditions.  
 
The training is being highly subsidised, and tickets are just £40 per delegate 
(usual price £120).  
 
If you have any questions about this training do not hesitate to contact Deacon Simon South, Marriage and Family Life 
Adviser at E: simon.south@abdiocese.org.uk.  
 
To book your place go to the Events page of the Diocesan website W: www.abdiocese.org.uk/diocese/events   
 

 
 
 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2026-06/pope-leo-xiv-for-sixth-world-day-of-grandparents-and-elderly.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2026-06/pope-leo-xiv-for-sixth-world-day-of-grandparents-and-elderly.html
mailto:simon.south@abdiocese.org.uk
mailto:simon.south@abdiocese.org.uk
http://www.abdiocese.org.uk/diocese/events
mailto:simon.south@abdiocese.org.uk
http://www.abdiocese.org.uk/diocese/events
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The Catholic Medical Association is keen to 
welcome new members! 
 
The Catholic Medical Association has been helping Catholic 
healthcare professionals integrate their faith with their clinical 
practice since 1911.  
 
If you are a Catholic in healthcare, whether you are a doctor, 
nurse, student, or allied professional, join us today and grow 
in fellowship.  
 
Find out more here W: catholicmedicalassociation.org.uk 

 
 

 
 

CYMFed Flame Congress 2027 at the OVO Wembley Arena on Saturday 6 March 2027 
You are invited to join the Youth team from the Diocese of Arundel and Brighton at CYMFed's Flame 
Congress. Flame Congress is organised by the Catholic Youth Ministry Federation (CYMDFed) and 
is designed for young people aged 14 and over to share their faith with over 10,000 others! If you are 
interested in attending, please speak to your Parish Priest or Youth Ministry leader. 
 
The early-bird ticket cost is £30 per person; this includes the price of the ticket and an A&B T-shirt. 
Ticket price will increase to £35 per person (including pass and T-shirt) after Monday 23rd November 
2026. This event is 14+ and under 18's must be accompanied by an adult at all times. As you can 
imagine, the event is very popular so booking asap is essential.  
 
Any questions or concerns please contact our Youth Projects Officer, Bex Driver E: bex.driver@abdiocese.org.uk 
 
 

 

Our Parish is committed to safeguarding children and vulnerable groups within its community. Safe-guarding reps are 
Charles and Ann McCarthy.  
Report safeguarding concerns to the Diocese 01293 651148 or via email: sg1.worth@abdiocese.org.uk 

 
 

At In Touch, we’d love to hear from you—what you’ve enjoyed reading, what you’d like to see more (or even less!) of, 
and any ideas for improvement. This is our parish community newsletter, and our hope is that it offers both inspiration 
and a useful service. 
If you have any announcements, articles, or activities you would like us to publish in In Touch we need you 

to send them the Friday before the intended publication date please. 

Please do get in touch! worthabbeyparish@gmail.com  
 

Please join us on a Mary’s Meals walking pilgrimage 
Would you like to join a Mary’s Meals walking pilgrimage this year? Details of all the pilgrimages 
are available here: https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/get-involved/charity-events/walk-for-hope. 
Options include the Augustine Camino from Rochester to Ramsgate via Aylesford Priory, 
Canterbury Cathedral and Minster Abbey from 5-11 September, and The Way of Our Lady of 
Consolation from West Grinstead to Storrington and onto Arundel Cathedral from 8-9 May.  
 
You are very welcome to join us for a single day, for several days, or for a whole pilgrimage. Come on your own or as a 
group. To find out more or to sign up, please go to https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/get-involved/charity-events/walk-for-
hope or contact Roy Peachey from Mary’s Meals at info@marysmeals.org. 

Parish Priests: Fr Rod Jones and Fr Paul Fleetwood. To contact both, please call the Parish Office: 01342 710313   

Parish Office: Maria Stribbling - 01342 710313 

Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk  Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk 

Nighttime emergencies only: 01342 710331 

Cheques to be made payable to Worth Abbey Parish Online banking payments - Account 61076892 Sort Code 40-05-20 

Safe Spaces: 0300 303 1056 Web: www.safespacesenglandandwales.org.uk/ Email: safespaces@victimsupport.org.uk 
If you’re unable to go to Mass and would like to receive Communion at home, or if you have prayer intentions, please contact Fr Paul  

https://catholicmedicalassociation.org.uk/
mailto:bex.driver@abdiocese.org.uk
mailto:sg1.worth@abdiocese.org.uk
mailto:worthabbeyparish@gmail.com
https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/get-involved/charity-events/walk-for-hope
https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/get-involved/charity-events/walk-for-hope
https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/get-involved/charity-events/walk-for-hope
mailto:info@marysmeals.org
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
http://www.safespacesenglandandwales.org.uk/
mailto:safespaces@victimsupport.org.uk

