
 
Worth Pro Earth - November 2025 

United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP30) - 10 - 21 November 2025 
As we enter November the eyes of climate watchers are on COP30, taking place in Belem, Brazil 
from November 10-21.  It's 10 years since the agreement signed at COP21 in Paris to limit global 
warming to well below 2 degrees, and preferably below 1.5 degrees.  There is widespread concern 
that we have already passed the point where we could limit warming to below 1.5 degrees but 
environmentalists stress that it's vital for citizens worldwide to continue to press their governments 
to act.  Let's see what happens in Brazil, and not be disheartened that Donald Trump has just 
announced that - for the first time in many years - the US will not be sending any government 
representatives to the talks.  At least these talks will not be taking place in a Gulf state - unlike last 
time but rather on the edge of the depleted Amazon rainforest. Thus there is hope that the urgency 
of the situation will be apparent not just to delegates (after all this is largely 'preaching to the 
converted') but to the world at large.  And that we will continue to fight for a liveable planet. 

CAFOD are asking you to send a message to Ed Miliband, the UK Energy Secretary, urging him to 
champion climate justice at COP30?  Click on the following link: https://action.cafod.org.uk/page/
178976/action/1? 

This year also marks the 10th Anniversary of Laudato Si’ - Pope Francis's encyclical on care for 
our common home.  John Paul de Quay from Journey to 2030 gave an inspiring talk in the Unity 
Room after Mass on Sunday 26 October.  He focused on our roles as stewards of the Earth, and 
reiterated the theme in Laudato Si’ that the climate crisis is fundamentally linked to social, political 
and economic problems and cannot be addressed in isolation.  The very definition of 'climate 
justice' the cry so often heard at climate marches.  He highlighted the fact that increasing use of 
technology often reduces our interaction with Nature, and distracts us from what is really 
happening in the world.  This is another challenge to us all, but the case was strongly made that 
the message behind Laudato Si’ is more urgent than ever.   

Here is an encouraging reminder from John Paul's handout - the words of St. Francs of Assisi 
'Start by doing what's necessary, then do what is possible, and suddenly you are doing the 
impossible.' 

Pension Schemes Bill: Email your MP 
ShareAction’s proposal to clarify pension trustees’ duties has officially been tabled in the House of 
Commons as an amendment to the Pension Schemes Bill. The more MPs add their names to 
the amendment, the more likely it is to succeed. UK pension funds represent a huge £3 trillion 
in assets - money that should be invested in ways that protect people’s futures, drive investment, 
support local communities, and help tackle the climate crisis. Instead, the system has been too 
focused on short-term profits, leaving pension savers’ money tied up in damaging industries like 
fossil fuels.That’s why this amendment matters so much. It makes clear that pension trustees can 
and should consider the longer-term impacts of their decisions on people and planet as well as 
short-term financial returns. We’re asking our supporters to email your MPs again, this time to ask 
your MPs to add their name to this amendment. Email your MP here 

West Sussex Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS)  
The first Local Nature Recovery Strategy(LNRS) for West Sussex has now been drafted. 
Informed by the views and expertise of more than 1,000 local people and organisations, the 
strategy serves as a vital blueprint to help us target action for nature across our county.Crucially it 
provides 7 principles and 24 priorities for nature’s recovery, supported by over 100 potential 
actions that could be taken to deliver them and a local habitat map showing where many of these 
actions could be taken. This consultation gives you the opportunity to help shape this ambitious 
new strategy for your county before it is published early 2026. So have your say and get involved 
in nature recovery. Please help by looking at the draft strategy, exploring the habitat maps, and 
submitting your views via the consultation to help guide our approach.  The consultation will run for 
six weeks and closes on 25 November 2025.  Find out more at the following link: https://
yourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk/lnrs-west 
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Mid Sussex Food Waste Collection 
Mid Sussex is changing its waste collection service.  From November, bin collections for residents 
will include new food waste collections, and take place in a three-weekly repeating cycle following 
the schedule below:  

1. Every week, we’ll collect your food waste in your new green food waste bin. 
2. Every other week, we’ll collect mixed recycling from your existing blue-lidded wheelie 

bin. 
3. Every three weeks we’ll collect general waste collection from your existing black 

wheelie bin.  
Whether you live in a house or a flat, waste collection services are changing across the 
district.  Households will receive two new bins for food waste, including a 5-litre caddy for use 
inside the home and a 23-litre bin for outside that will be emptied during collection.  If you live in a 
communal building, you will receive a 5-litre caddy for inside use. Your building will also receive a 
140-litre wheelie bin to go in your bin store for shared use.  Collection crews will empty the food 
waste bins on a weekly basis for both general households and communal buildings. By following 
the new weekly food waste collection schedule and separating your food waste correctly, you’ll 
help reduce the amount of food waste in households and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. It’s a 
simple and effective way for you to actively contribute to a cleaner, greener Mid Sussex. Find out 
more at the following link: https://www.midsussex.gov.uk/waste-recycling/1-2-3-waste-collection/ 

Here’s everything you need to know before 1, 2, 3 launches on Monday 3 November, the new 
timetable starts. 

To check your updated bin dates, now including a recent fix to resolve a data issue, please visit  
www.midsussex.gov.uk/waste-recycling/bin-collection/ 

As a result of launching service changes to more than 70,000 households, some of our residents 
were previously facing a slightly longer gap in general refuse collections. To account for this, 
collection schedules have been updated online: www.midsussex.gov.uk/waste-recycling/bin-
collection/ 

Most residents have received their food waste caddies by now. We’re aware some households are 
still waiting for theirs and our refuse partner is working hard to deliver the remaining caddies this 
week. This includes residents in flats. If you haven’t received yours yet, fill out the form below and 
let us know: https://online.midsussex.gov.uk/article/1194 

National Tree Week 
National Tree week is held in the last week of November, it is the UK’s largest annual tree 
celebration from the Tree Council. People are encouraged to plant trees to mark the start of the 
winter tree planting season.  Find out more at the following link: https://treecouncil.org.uk/seasonal-
campaigns/national-tree-week/ 

Buy Nothing New Month - November 2025 
Led by Keep Britain Tidy, November is Buy Nothing New Month. It’s much more beneficial for the 
environment to reduce your consumption. This means reusing and repairing items, borrowing and 
renting, and if you need to buy something, buy it second-hand – excluding essentials like food and 
medicine. Could you buy nothing new for just one month? From the water and energy used in 
production, to the fuel used in delivery, every new item we buy comes with an environmental price 
tag.  Buy Nothing New Month returns this November as we call on people to boycott Black Friday 
and the culture of impulse buys that goes along with it. Instead, we want to waste less, make the 
most of the stuff we already own, and cut our carbon footprint by buying nothing new throughout 
November.  Why Buy Nothing New? If everyone on Earth lived like people in the UK, we would 
need over two and a half planets to regenerate and absorb our waste. As a society, we need to 
move to a circular economy that wastes less and puts more value on the things we already have.  
Click on the following link for more information: https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/get-involved/
support-our-campaigns/buy-nothing-new-month 
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Fifteen Ways to Stop Wasting Food and Drink 
Are you always throwing out food that's gone off? Global environmental NGO WRAP worked out 
that a household of four chucks away, on average, £1,000 of good food each year. So if you're 
prone to emptying your fridge into the bin, we've 15 tips to help you stop throwing food (and 
money) away.  Food with a 'best before' date – which concerns food quality and not food safety – 
should be safe to eat after the stated date, although it may not be at its best quality. Check you’re 
keeping the right food in the fridge. Use a leftover food recipe finder to empty out your fridge. Have 
an ‘eat it first’ section. Where possible buy loose fruit and veg. Make a meal plan (and stick to it). 
Try out meal boxes (at least for the intro deals). Turn stale bread into French toast, croutons and 
more. Store bread in the freezer to keep it fresh longer. Turn old bananas into milkshakes or 
banana bread. Freeze lemon and lime slices and use them in drinks. Don’t throw away broccoli 
stems - they can taste just as good. Freeze herbs, stock, yogurt and tea in ice cube trays. Make ice 
lollies or smoothies with leftover fruit. Make the perfect amount of of pasta and rice every time. 
Give away food you won’t eat. Find out more: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/team-blog/
2018/01/12-ways-stop-wasting-food-drink/ 

Repair Cafes 
Repair cafes aim to reduce waste by encouraging a repair culture in the community.  A repair can 
save time, money and waste.  If you have something that needs fixing, just pop into your local 
repair cafe, check out their website before you visit, as you may need to book a slot, details of local 
repair cafes for November/December: 
Lindfield repair cafe is open on Saturday 6 December from 10am - 1pm, United Reformed 
Church, 52 High Street, Lindfield, RH16 2HL, visit their website for more details https://
www.lindfieldrepaircafe.org 
Horley repair cafe is open on Saturday 8 November from 1130-1430, St Wilfrid’s Church Hall, 
Horley Row, Horley RH6 8DF, contact them: horleyrepaircafe@yahoo.com 
Forest Row repair cafe is open on Saturday 15 November at the Forest Community Centre, 
Hartfield Road, Forest Row, RH18 5DZ, visit website https://forestrow.co/forest-row-repair-cafe/   
Handcross repair cafe on Saturday 15 November from 10-12 noon, High Street, Handcross, 
Haywards Heath RH17 6BL https://handcrosshardwareandcraft.co.uk 
Crawley Down & Turners Hill repair cafe is open on Saturday 22 November from 1000-1200 at 
The Glebe Centre, Crawley Down. Email: ian.gibson@kilnwood.com https://www.facebook.com/
crawleydownrepaircafe/ 
Horsham repair cafe, Saturday 29 November from 10am-230pm, United Reform Church, 45 
Springfield Road, Horsham, RH12 2RG, website: https://www.sussexgreenliving.org.uk/cafes-
forums/horsham-repair-cafe/ 

Loving and Gracious God, 

Help us understand that we have the power and the duty to act against the injustices that bind 
people in poverty and debt. 

Grant us the courage to challenge the structures that perpetuate these conditions, and the strength 
to work tirelessly for a world where every person can achieve their full potential. 

Inspire our hearts with your compassion and justice. Empower us to be bearers of hope and 
agents of change. Together, may we help bring forth solutions rooted in fairness and equity; 
economic systems that uplift and create hope for the downtrodden; and a future where every 
nation can walk the path of sustainable development, free from the shackles of debt. 

May we be instruments of your peace, secure in the faith that, through our collective effort, poverty 
can be overcome. 

Amen. 

— Fr. Charles Chilufya, SJ, Zambia 

WPE welcome new members.  We meet once a month in St Benedict’s. Next meeting is Tuesday 
4th November at 2pm, the December meeting is Tuesday 2nd at 2pm.  Please get in touch if you 
would like to attend at parish@worth.org.uk 
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