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Dear Parishioners,
| hope that you and your families are all well. | send you all my prayers.

| write today concerning the coming changes in the structure of our deanery and its parishes. The deanery at present is a loose
gathering of local parishes, whose pastors meet roughly once a month to exchange ideas about best pastoral practice and any issues
which are of common concern. The parishes which make up our deanery are: Billingshurst and West Grinstead; Crawley; East
Grinstead and Lingfield; Henfield; Horley; Horsham; and Worth.

You will know that Bishop Richard has already begun the process to convert the existing deaneries of the diocese into “Moderated
Parishes”. This has happened in Guildford and in Brighton, both of them large urban centres which were formerly deaneries and now
form single parishes. Each of the former parishes retains its own identity and continues to function as a Christian community with its
own rhythm of life and worship, relying on the generosity of those who offer themselves to fulfil the many ministries which are needed
in each local community. The new structure of Moderated Parishes, however, will offer a greater facility for sharing resources, perhaps
most especially in the area of catechesis, and in other areas which demand particular knowledge and skill, e.g. finance and building
work. Bishop Richard believes that this will help us to take forward the mission of the Diocese in the future.

In the Diocesan Pastoral Plan of 2024 he writes: The overriding demand for us to carry out the Mission given us by the Lord calls us
to move to new ways of doing things. It is this Mission that must be the measure of all we do and the Mission requires us to look
outward, in the work of evangelisation. Every person has a part to play in this Mission. These new realities will require a somewhat
different way of working for our priests, who must be released from much of the burden of administration that so often weighs them
down. This challenge is not new to the Church. (Pastoral Plan 2024 Website Copy.pdf - https://cdn.prod.website-
files.com/5ed93a8802f9816a9341c2a2/65f4523edd0c46889120c757_Pastoral%20Plan%20January%202024.pdf)

To help our deanery to prepare for this transformation Canon Tim Madeley has invited us to meet with him on Saturday, 22nd
November, from 3 pm to 6 pm, venue to be confirmed. Canon Tim has been appointed the Moderator of the new parish and asks, in
particular, that the “movers and shakers” of each parish should attend; but anyone who is interested in the process will be most
welcome. The purpose of the meeting is to:

e  Come together, learn about each other, and see each other’s gifts.
Build ever closer relationships through praying and working together and
holding pastoral conversations.

e  Start to think about the Pastoral Plan principles and how they might apply to
the big Parish

Please let me know if you can attend this meeting as soon as you can. | take this opportunity to thank all of you who play a part in
moving our parish forward. All that you do is of great value.

| send you all my very best wishes, Fr Paul

MASS TIMES at Worth Abbey: Inside this week’s In Touch...

v/Prayers and Mass Readings, page 2
Sundays - 9.30am (family Mass, with choir) v'New! Prayer for the COP30 climate summit, page 2
Mondays to Fridays- 5.30 pm v"Worth Parish Community Billboard, pages 2-4
Saturdays: 9am and 5pm (First Mass of Sunday), v/Parish Activities and Announcements, pages 4-6
Feast Days 5.30pm Days of Obligation, see website v Other Activities and Announcements, page 6




MASS READINGS: (09 November — 16 November)
Sunday, 9 November - 15t Reading — Ezekiel 47:1-2,8-9,12 24 Reading — 1 Corinthians 3:9¢-11 Gospel — John 2:13-22

Mon — Wisdom 1: 1-7; Luke 17:1-6 Thu — Wisdom 7: 22b-8:1; Luke 17:20-25
Tue — Wisdom 2: 23-3:9; Luke 17:7-10 Fri — Wisdom 13: 1-9; Luke 17:26-37
Wed — Wisdom 6: 1-11; Luke 17:11-19 Sat — Wisdom 18: 14-16; 19:6-9; Luke 18:1-8

Sunday, 16 November: 15t Reading — Malachi 3: 19-20a 2" Reading — 2 Thessalonians 3: 7-12 Gospel — Luke 21:5-19

Prayers

Please pray for Cecilia Hunt, and for her parents, Vincent and Mary. Cecilia will be baptised on Saturday. Congratulations to them
all.

Congratulations to Joe and Ruth Teague on the birth of their daughter, Naomi Veronica. Please pray for them.
Please pray for the mother of Tim Wise who is ill in hospital.

Please pray for the sick of our parish: Mandy Horton, Patricia Horsman, Stella Higham, Jim Tierney, Krysia Smith, Catherine Elia,
Patrick Cambridge, Barry Wingrove, Rowena Leaney, Beryl McNulty, Lin Eade, Jelly Labto, Sheila Charman, Hal Clarke, Gillian
Maher, Pamela Bagwell, Terry and Susan Scoble, Sue Pearson, John and Sue Rutherford, Demelza Waring, Liz Hicklin, Mike and
Jill Carter and Laura Rawlinson. And also please pray for the healing of our Diocese Youth Adviser Lizzie Wakeling.

Please pray for Peter Annabring, and for Carol his wife, and for his family. Peter died suddenly on Monday. May he rest in peace.
Please continue praying for the souls of Pope Francis, and also for Fr. Kevin Taggart and parishioner Tony Hicklin, who both died
recently. Please pray for the souls of Dom Eric Booker, Judith Wright, Noreen Short (formerly Fieldwick), Bridie Ricketts, John Hicklin,
Michael Keating, Christine Genders, Raymond Huckstep, Brian Haynes, Philipa Edwards, Victoria Sheppard, Myrtle Buckland,
Geoffrey Teal, Carolyn Pickering, Alec Ricketts, Anne Kibble, Janet McCleery (Organist), Oriel Fahey and Alicia Eborne whose
anniversaries are this week. Eternal rest grant unto them, oh Lord. And let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in
peace.

Prayer for the COP30 climate summit

World leaders will meet in Brazil next month at the COP30 global climate talks held in the Amazon - home of indigenous communities
and an ecosystem which is essential to planetary stability. The impact of climate change is being felt across the globe, but is hitting
the world's poorest countries hardest, impacting communities that have the fewest coping mechanisms. COP30 will bring together
world leaders, scientists, non-governmental organisations, and civil society to discuss climate priorities and tackle climate change.

God of blessings,
the universe sings of your glory.

Deepen our gratitude for all you have made
and awaken in us a renewed commitment

to care for the earth and each other. _"__'\ A ,ONE A
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Inspire world leaders at COP30,

with openness to listen to those most affected by

climate change

and with courage to act urgently and wisely,

so that our common home may be healed and restored
and all people, and generations to come, may delight in it.

Amen.

Source: CAFOD

Worth Parish Community Billboard

Tapestry of Faith: 60 Years, 60 Faces, One Parish Community

Marking Worth’s 60 years, we’re featuring members whose stories are threads in the rich tapestry of our shared journey. We are still
doing an open call to parishioners who would be happy to also put themselves forward and share their story. You might not
know it yet, but your journey of faith will inspire your fellow parishioners and give glory to God. Please get in touch with us via
worthabbeyparish@gmail.com and we’ll send you the list of questions to help us write your testimony.

#48 Fr. Luke Jolly
“I was brought up on a farm in Suffolk — the fourth of six children,” begins Fr Luke, recalling a childhood steeped in both
simplicity and meaning. “For the first seven years we lived next to the church that my family built as a memorial to my uncle,
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who died in the R101 airship crash in 1930. Later, we moved into a large, old farmhouse with lots of space inside and out,
and farming with different crops and milking cows was every present.”

When he wasn’t helping on the farm, young Luke could usually be found
outdoors. “I seemed to spend endless hours playing football or cricket in the
garden,” he smiles.

Faith ran deep in his family, though it came from many directions. “My mother
was Scottish but born in China. She had been brought up Presbyterian and
became a Catholic when she married my father in 1947. His family had entered
the Church in the 1920s, and faith quickly took root — one of his sisters became
a Carmelite nun, another a Daughter of Charity, a third lived most of her life in
service to the Church after being widowed at 23 and serving the church for 71
years, and his brother became a diocesan priest.”

That legacy continued when Luke and his younger brother were sent to
Worth School in 1966. “So began my long relationship with Worth,” he reflects.
After school, he spent nine years in the Lay Community — two of them as a
resident member — and later trained and worked in social care, including in the
Probation Service. “I've been to prison several times,” he says with a wry smile,
“but always in a professional capacity!”

He joined the monastery in 1980 at the age of 27. “At that time, the parish
largely operated out in the villages, so | was less aware of it. The monastery, the
school, and the Lay Community were more visible then, and the Sunday Mass
was really a school Mass.” Over the years, he has withessed many changes, yet, he says, “The spirit of Worth has remained
remarkably constant. It has always been a warm and welcoming community, where the things of God are at the heart of who
we are and what we do.”

Some of the strongest moments he recalled was of loss within the community. “The death of one of the brethren, like Fr
Kevin, draws us together in a deep way — we look back over his life, share memories, and give thanks for the gift that he
has been.”

His years as Novice Master and spiritual director have been “hugely rewarding and formative.” Alongside this, his
involvement with the Lay Community and with the Lourdes pilgrimages of the Order of Malta Volunteers has brought “great
encouragement and joy.”

Though Fr Luke has never held a formal parish ministry, he has witnessed the growing closeness between the monastic and
parish communities. “The centring of the parish at Worth, rather than out in the villages, has made a great difference,” he
notes. “It has allowed me to get to know many more parishioners. All sacramental and pastoral contact is a privilege and a
delight. Newcomers to the monastery are always encouraged by experiencing Worth as a living, vibrant parish.”

As for what he would say to the people of Worth today, his words are gentle and full of conviction:

“You are blessed to be part of a lively faith community that supports you in your journey of faith, in a society which poses all
sorts of challenges. The Holy Spirit is at work in the parish and in our wider world, drawing people to seek God. Please
persevere in offering withess and welcome to those who are searching.”

For Fr Luke, Worth Abbey has been more than a place — it has been a lifelong home of faith and formation, a community
where prayer, service, and friendship flow naturally together. “After nearly six decades,” he reflects, “I can only say that the
spirit of Worth remains — faithful, adaptable, and full of God’s quiet grace.”

A prayer, saint, or bible verse that What activities do you enjoy? What plate of food brings the best
inspires you? Worklng.and walklpg in the memories?
“Praise to the holiest in the height; and in countryside; following sports —a Cooked breakfast to start the working day

supporter of Ipswich Town FC for
63; years; reading; medieval Suffolk
churches

the depth be praise” Hymn by St John
Henry Newman.

on the family farm.

A cherished memory of being part of this parish? What are your hopes and prayers for the future of our parish?
The presence of so many parishoners at my ordination | That lay people with a lively faith and time and energy will continue
to the priesthood in 1985, and their support and

- to come forward to sustain a vibrant Catholic community that offers
encouragement ever since.

hospitality, formation, service and witness to Christ.

#49 Fr. Aidan Murray
Fr Aidan smiles when he recalls what first brought him to Worth Abbey: “The opportunity to have fresh percolated coffee for
breakfast!”

He was a young chemistry student at London University at the time, invited to spend a retreat weekend at Worth
reflecting on Hans Kiing's latest book. “This was by no means the most attractive invitation,” he remembers, “but when there
remained one place unfilled, other aspects of the weekend were prompted. It’s a lovely part of the world, there are good
walks in beautiful countryside, the food is good and the monks have fresh percolated coffee for breakfast. | had never tasted
fresh percolated coffee...” That simple invitation would shape the rest of his life.

Born in the North East of England in 1948, Fr Aidan grew up in what he describes as “a traditional and observant
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Roman Catholic family.” He has one brother, unmarried, and they “keep in good contact.” At school, he “concentrated on
science subjects,” later going on to study chemistry at London University. He began a career in the chemical industry,
“concentrating on research and development.” His ambition then, he says simply, “had been to be a successful research
scientist.”

Alongside his professional life, walking became his great passion. “My main recreational interest has always been
walking,” he shares, “and | have undertaken several treks and the Caminho from Lisbon to Compostela.”

Fr Aidan joined the monastic community at Worth in 1978 — ten years after
that first visit. “The monastic community was larger then,” he recalls. “During
the ’70s and early '80s we were blessed with something like ten vocations of
men in their twenties, and the Lay Community was an important apostolate of
the Monastic Community. It was possible to afford more monks to serve on the
parish — newly ordained priests were sometimes given the pastoral care of a
sector. There were five sectors where Sunday Mass was celebrated each
week. In addition to the Abbey Church itself, Mass was celebrated in Turners
Hill in St Leonard’s Church, in Crawley Down in All Saints Church, in Balcombe
in the URC Hall and, of course, in St Dunstan’s Chapel, West Hoathly.”

His first impressions of Worth remain deeply cherished. “The way of life of
the monks was relatively normal, not extreme, no 2 a.m. services,” he reflects.
“The monks themselves were relatively normal and | discovered a community
of men who were interested in the lives of those who visited, a community that
took great care in taking decisions, a community that was outward looking.
This was very afttractive to me; a seed was sown even though it was four years
before | visited the Abbey again.”

Among his happiest memories of the parish community, Fr Aidan recalls
his time as sector priest for Turners Hill, and later as parish priest visiting the
twin parish in Irundu, Uganda. “/ was astonished to find in this remote part of
Uganda, where there were no tarmac roads, no running water, no gas or

P electricity supplies, a vibrant community, a Guest House and a first class
health centre, established and run with support from Worth Abbey parish.”

For him, the relationship between monastery and parish lies at the heart of Worth’s mission. “The Worth Abbey parish is
one expression and fulfilment of an outward-looking stance of the Monastic Community,” he explains. “It is, if you like, one
aspect of the mission of Worth Abbey. It is a mission which enriches, keeping the Community in touch with the real world
and its needs, both spiritual and material. A friend of mine once told me that when the parish priest preaches on a Sunday,
he should know what impact the latest budget has had on his parishioners.”

When asked what message he would like to share with parishioners today, Fr Aidan offers a reflection that captures the
heart of his ministry: “It is all about community. The treasure that a parish like the Worth Abbey parish holds is the
importance and value it places on community and on fostering relationships of trust and support.”

From a young scientist drawn by curiosity — and the promise of good coffee — to a Benedictine monk devoted to
community, faith, and service, Fr Aidan’s story reminds us how God’s grace can begin in the most ordinary invitations and
lead to a lifetime of quiet, faithful witness.

A prayer, saint, or bible verse that What activities do you enjoy? What plate of food brings the best
inspires you? Walking, t_rekking, as you may have| memories?

Psalm 8 “When | see the heavens, the work | 9athered is a passion of mine. Ham and eggs, gammon and

of your hands, the moon and the stars pineapple...... this was the meal we would
which you arranged, what is man that you often have when, as a treat, my family went
should care for him, mortal man that you out for High Tea on a Sunday. It brings
should keep him in mind. back happy memories of family life.

A cherished memory of being part of this parish? What are your hopes and prayers for the future of our parish?

The experience of journeying with an adult preparing That the parish community engages with the Bishop’s Pastoral Plan
for baptism, using the Rite of Christian Initiation of and is able to share the experience of being parish which promotes
Adults in its fullest. Weekly meetings with the the value of community, which it derives from its close association

candidate, his family and a group of parishioners was with a Benedictine Monastic Community.
enlivening, encouraging and inspirational.

Parish Activities and Announcements

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES...

9 November, Sun — Parish Brunch. Everyone—young families, young-at-heart parishioners, new and old parishioners— all

absolutely welcome!




16 November, Sun — Family Faith Formation. Everyone welcome!

22 & 23 November, Sat & Sun — Culmination of Parish 60 Years Celebrations

AND OUR REGULAR ACTIVITIES...

Sacrament of Reconciliation — Sundays 08.45-09.15am in the church, or by appointment with Fr. Paul.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament — Wednesdays 2:30-3:30pm; Sundays 6.30pm after vespers, and every first Sunday
of the month, 10:30am (right after Mass)—-11am

Rosary Group — Mondays 7:10-8pm in the church after vespers. Please contact Rachel Davies: 07801 696354.

Lectio Divina — Tuesdays at 8pm via Zoom. Please contact Jenny Chapman jenny chapman@sky.com. All are welcome!

Christian Meditation - Unity Room, 7-8pm, 4" Wednesday of the month: 26 November
Vigil for Vocations — Every first Friday of the month at 8.30-9pm, after compline.
Bible Study Group —Mondays, 11am at St Benedict's (Parish Office). Please contact the Parish Office.

Family Faith Formation — Monthly, every 3" Sunday. New parishioners, all families welcome!

The Fair Trade stall has Advent Calendars and Christmas Cards
available for sale, we will be in the Narthex as usual every Sunday

Worth Intercessory Team (WIT):

Soon, we hope to be starting a new group of prayer warriors. We’ll meet online via Microsoft Teams
at 8pm on the first Wednesday of the month (45 min - 1hr), creating a welcoming space to pray
together. Would you like to join? Please sign up and we’ll get this prayer group started.

This is a chance to grow in prayer, deepen parish connection, and make a difference—without
leaving your home. If you’'d like to join please email worthabbeyparish@gmail.com. Come join us.
We look forward to praying with you!

A
- “ i i i i b .
WORTH INTERCESSORY TEAM For where two or more are gathered in my name, there I am in their midst.” — Mt 18:20

PRAYING TOGETHER FOR QUR PARISH

60t Anniversary of founding of Worth Abbey Parish

: On Sunday 23 November we celebrate the 60th anniversary of the founding 2 o 3 2 o
& "‘e of our parish by Abbot Victor. @ g '\/5' .y
1 / P \EP\
. e, = Wewould like to have a small celebration after mass. It would be greatly N T v/
ﬁ‘,}ﬂ <2k g appreciated if everyone could please bring some cakes or items for a finger &
— buffet to share together? \

Advent Reflections Group

November, finishing on Friday 19" December. Start time will be 10.30, finishing by 12pm.

If you would be interested in taking part in this group please contact Jenny Chapman, PAEPARE YE THE Way;
email jenny chapman@sky.com, or the Parish Office.

We are planning to run a 4 week Advent Reflections small group at St. Benedicts beginning on Friday 28" E
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Young Adults Advent Retreat: 28" - 30" November 2025
Cost £130 — half price places available (email: retreats@worth.org.uk)

Prepare your heart for the Coming of God this Advent. Step away from the noise of
daily life and discover the beauty of this sacred season with a retreat designed
especially for young adults.

Inspiring talks from the monks of Worth Abbey
Friendship & discussion with other young adults

Prayer & silence to rest in God'’s presence

Join the monastic community in praying the psalms
Breathe in peace surrounded by the Sussex countryside

At the heart of this retreat is the Benedictine way of life — a balance of prayer and
work, silence and conversation, solitude and community. Guided by the rhythm of
monastic prayer, you'll find the space to reflect, discern, and allow God to transform
your heart as Advent begins.

Other Activities and Announcements

Sacred Music at St John the Baptist Church, Brighton BN2 1AP

On Saturday 8" November at 3 - 4pm we are delighted to be hosting the Imperial College Chamber Choir
for an afternoon Concert of Sacred music followed by light refreshments. The choir comprises of 25 to 30
voices. The concert will feature works by Britten, Part, and Howells. It will also include a sung text by Vera
Britten relevant to Remembrance Sunday the following day.

Entry is free with no tickets. Donations welcome to help support the Choir and to assist with initiatives to
develop young local musicians here in Brighton. (Br Anthony)

Transform Trade - Big Brew and Fair Trade 2025

Come along and join us for a cuppa that changes lives on Friday 21st November from 2-5pm at Oxted URC,
Bluehouse Lane Oxted RH8 0TG

Our Parish is committed to safeguarding children and vulnerable groups within its community. Safe-guarding reps are Charles
and Ann McCarthy. Report safeguarding concerns to the Diocese 01293 651148 or via Email: sg1.worth@abdiocese.org.uk

At In Touch, we’d love to hear from you—what you’ve enjoyed reading, what you’d like to see more (or even less!) of, and any
ideas for improvement. This is our parish community newsletter, and our hope is that it offers both inspiration and a useful
service.

If you have any announcements, articles, or activities you would like us to publish in In Touch we need you to send them the
Friday before the intended publication date please.

Please do get in touch! worthabbeyparish@gmail.com

Parish Priest: Fr. Paul Fleetwood (Mobile: 07764 260216 or 01342 710351)
Parish Office: Maria Stribbling - 01342 710313

Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk

Nighttime emergencies only: 01342 710331
Cheques to be made payable to Worth Abbey Parish Online banking payments -Account 61076892 Sort Code 40-05-20

Safe Spaces: 0300 303 1056  Web: www.safespacesenglandandwales.org.uk/ Email: safespaces@victimsupport.org.uk

If you’re unable to go to Mass and would like to receive Communion at home, or if you have prayer intentions, please contact Fr Paul




