
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Dear Parishioners 

I hope that you and your families are well.  I send you all my prayers. 

Beginning on Sunday we begin Laudato Si Week, a week of activity and celebration to mark 

the seventh anniversary of the encyclical by Pope Francis, which carries the subtitle, On Care 

for Our Common Home.  This phrase, Our Common Home, has now entered our thinking 

and speech about our world, and emphasises the need for all of us to work together to 

preserve God’s gift.  Pope Francis writes in the words of his patron, St Francis of Assisi: Our 

common home is like a sister with whom we share our life, and a beautiful mother who opens 

her arms to embrace us.  He continues: To commit a crime against the natural world is a sin 

against ourselves and a sin against God.  Again, drawing inspiration from St Francis, he 

adds: He shows us just how inseparable the bond is between concern for nature, justice for 

the poor, commitment to society, and interior peace.  The Laudato Si Movement takes these 

as its goals.  The organisers write: Discerning a response to the ecological crisis is a 

profound act of care. At this kairos moment, action is needed. The Laudato Si’ Goals guide 

our actions.  The Response to the Cry of the Earth is a call to protect our common home for 

the wellbeing of all, as we equitably address the climate crisis, biodiversity loss, and 

ecological sustainability.  They take up the theme which runs through the encyclical, that a 

true ecological approach always becomes a social approach; it must integrate questions of 

justice in debates on the environment, so as to hear both the cry of the earth and the cry of 

the poor.  They write: The Response to the Cry of the Poor is a call to promote eco-justice, 

aware that we are called to defend human life from conception to death, and all forms of life 

on Earth. Actions could include projects to promote solidarity, with special attention given 

to vulnerable groups such as indigenous communities, refugees, migrants, and children at 

risk, analysis and improvement of social systems, and social service programmes.   

 

Please do see the website for more information, and hints about how to become 

involved : Laudato si movement   

Please see our homepage for more materials.  https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/ 

God of love, show us our place in this world as channels of your love for all the creatures of 

this earth, for not one of them is forgotten in your sight. Enlighten those who possess power 

and money that they may avoid the sin of indifference, that they may love the common good, 

advance the weak, and care for this world in which we live. The poor and the earth are 

crying out. O Lord, seize us with your power and light, help us to protect all life, to prepare 

for a better future, for the coming of your Kingdom of justice, peace, love and beauty. Praise 

be to you! Amen.   (LS 246) 

Sixth Sunday of Easter (year C) 

21st / 22nd May 2022 

No: 1301 

 

Journeying Together: 

Collaboration 

Co-operation 

Co-Responsibility In Touch 
 

https://laudatosimovement.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=laudato&utm_content=Thank%20you%20for%20joining%20the%20Laudato%20Si%27%20Week%21&utm_campaign


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Coffee Morning 
 

Parish Coffee Morning and celebration of Abbot Mark’s Birthday.  
Wednesday 25th May at 10.30 am. 

We are all invited to a coffee morning for the parish in the school’s 
Barlow Room (in the old part of the school) courtesy of Stuart 

McPherson, the school’s Head Master. It is a special event just for the 
parish with Abbot Mark as the special guest on his birthday.  

Please come along and join us for this celebration. 
Please drive in the school entrance, drive under the large gates and 

park by the main school reception. Go in the front door and the Barlow 
Room is the first door on the left. 

Any queries please contact: Sara Barclay-Hudson 
(sbh0369@yahoo.com) and Christina Fitzsimons 

(christinafitzsimons@icloud.com) 
 

Next weekend there will be a 2nd collection for “World Communications Sunday” 

Junior Church 
Do you enjoy working with 
children?  We urgently need 

more helpers to run the Junior 
Church on Sunday mornings 

during the first part of mass for 
children of school age.  This 

lasts less than half an hour, and 
there is a rota.  You will be able 
to accompany those who have 

experience of doing, this for 
training.  The children love it, 

and I am sure that you will 
enjoy it!  Do please get in 

touch.  Thank you.  Fr Paul 
 

Dates for the Diary 
 

21st May – Welcome for new and recent members of Worth Abbey Parish from 3-5pm, in the Unity Room. 
 

25th May – Ascension Vigil mass at 7,30pm. 
 

26th May – Joint Ascension mass with the school at 4.30pm. 
 

4th June – Celebratory mass for the Queen’s Jubilee, and social gathering at 9am 
 

5th June – Pentecost Parish Mass at 11am (please note change of time), 
followed by Parish Picnic. 

 
6th June – Alpha Start date at 7pm. 

 
12th June – Parish Brunch in Compass House at 11am. 

 
22nd June – Joint mass with the school at 4.30pm. 

 
17th June – 8th July – Approximate date for church closure for roof repairs. 

Sunday Obligation will be restored from Pentecost Sunday 
 

We understand there will still be some members of our congregations who, for reasons of health, do not feel 
safe enough to return to Mass. It has always been the understanding of the Church that when the freedom of 

any Catholic to attend Mass in person is impeded for a serious reason, because of situations such as ill 
health, care for the sick or legitimate fear, this is not a breach of the Sunday Obligation. 

 

Abbot Mark and the Monastic Community invite members of the parish to a special 

mass on Saturday, June 4th, at 9 am, to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee.  We will 

follow this with a social gathering.  We look forward to welcoming you then. 

 

Please note mass times, below, for the Feast of the Ascension, on 

Wednesday and Thursday. 

 

mailto:sbh0369@yahoo.com
mailto:christinafitzsimons@icloud.com


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily Readings  

Monday – Acts 16:11-15     John 15:26-16:4a 

Tuesday – Acts 16:22-34     John 16:5-11 

Wednesday – 1 Cor 2:10b-14     Matt 7:21-29 or Sir 39:6-10     Matt 5:13-16 (St Bede the Venerable) 

Thursday –Acts 1:1-11     Heb 9:24-28, 10:19-23     Luke 24:46-53 (The Ascension of the Lord) 

Friday – 1 Thess 2:2-8     Matt 9:35-37 or Luke 10:1-9 (St Augustine of Canterbury) 

Saturday – Acts 18:23-28     John 16:23b-28 

 
Next Sunday’s Readings: Seventh Sunday of Easter (Year C)  

1st Reading – Acts 7:55-60         2nd Reading – Apocalypse 22:12-14, 16-17, 20 

Gospel: John 17:20-26 

Father, may they be completely one 

Anniversaries 

Please pray for the Souls of – Dick Wheeler, Jacque Dickenson, Abbot Victor Farwell, Kathleen Maddock, 
Patricia Napier-Munn, Brian Fenn, John Cooper, Tina Bryant, Eloise Powell, Jo Wetz and Gareth Belcher. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in 
peace. Amen. 

Worth Retreats 

The Wisdom of St Benedict:  24th-26th May – Cost: £220 per person 
Led by Fr Martin McGee OSB 

The retreat will explore will explore the riches of St Benedict’s Rule, a guide to living out the Christian life in 
all its fullness. 

Stability – Becoming rooted in Christ; 
Humility – Learning how to become oneself; 

Lectio Divina – Finding nourishment in God’s Word; 
Christian leadership – Serving Christ in others. 

To book and pay for your place go to W: www.worth.co.uk 
For further information contact us:  T: 01342 710318   E: retreats@worth.org.uk 

 
Finding Stillness: 6th-9th June – Cost: £330 per person 

Led by Fr Peter Williams OSB 
Come away to a quiet place to find stillness and God’s presence.  Discover in the Benedictine tradition; how 

stillness and stability can be ways of opening up to God and living life at a deeper level. 
To book and pay for your place go to W: www.worth.co.uk  

For further information contact us:  T: 01342 710318   E: retreats@worth.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

Mother’s Prayers 

Worth Abbey Mothers' Prayers Day, Unity Room, Saturday 11th June, 1.45pm -5pm. 
You are warmly invited to join us at Worth Abbey for an afternoon of prayer, spiritual refreshment and 

fellowship. Registration for our gathering will start at 1.45pm for a 2pm start in the Unity Room which is 
inside the Abbey.  There will be a short talk followed by a break for tea and coffee before we have a guided 

Mothers' Prayers meeting. Our hope is that this will be a good opportunity to reset and reflect after so many 
months of being unable to fully meet during the pandemic. Women who are new to Mothers' Prayers or who 

would like to find out more about how we pray will be very welcome.  We will finish at 4.45 in time for the 
5pm Vigil Mass for those who wish to attend.  No need to register in advance.  No charge but donations on 
the day would be appreciated if you are able. Any queries please contact Janet Desmond on 07985989533. 

The address for Worth Abbey is: Paddockhurst Rd, Turners Hill, Crawley, W.Sussex, RH104SB. 
 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worth.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.jones%40abdiocese.org.uk%7C4242782a3ab8479f6fd508da269b73a6%7C2bf5dbc217ef4efca1c9ab2dc4edefd0%7C0%7C0%7C637864746344089233%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oQBwaFR6U7hDTbIQg%2Fv%2BGxUwjxdc%2FfGBbhQyvjWcQkQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:retreats@worth.org.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worth.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.jones%40abdiocese.org.uk%7C4242782a3ab8479f6fd508da269b73a6%7C2bf5dbc217ef4efca1c9ab2dc4edefd0%7C0%7C0%7C637864746344089233%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oQBwaFR6U7hDTbIQg%2Fv%2BGxUwjxdc%2FfGBbhQyvjWcQkQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:retreats@worth.org.uk


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers 

 

Please pray for Tony Wright, who is currently in hospital. 

Please continue to pray for our parishioners Fred Green, Michael Grech and 
Laura Rawlinson. 

 
Cardinal Michael Fitzgerald asks us to pray for Eastern Christians 

Heavenly Father, we pray today for peace in the world, especially in the Middle East. 
By your heavenly grace, strengthen the faith and hope of Eastern Christians. 

May they be blessed with peace and prosperity in their lands. 
And may we be inspired by their devotion and witness to the Gospel, by their love and compassion for all in 

their communities, and by their courage, endurance and self-sacrifice against oppression. 
Through their charity, tolerance and friendship, bring peace and reconciliation to those troubled lands, where 

Christianity was born and first spread. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 
Our prayers are asked for Palestinians, and especially for murdered journalist Shereen.   

The Sabeel Centre for Liberation Theology in Palestine write:   
“On Wednesday 11th May, Al Jazeera journalist Shereen Abu Aqleh was killed as she prepared to report on 
Israeli raids in Jenin. Abu Aqleh, a Palestinian Christian with American citizenship is believed to have been 

shot by Israeli occupation forces.  
Following her death, Israeli forces attacked mourners at her funeral in Jerusalem, at one point causing her 

coffin to fall”. 
 

  Dear Lord, we pray that Shereen rest in peace and rise in glory. We pray that her family find peace as they 
grieve her death. May those in the international community speak up against these injustices, work to ensure a 

full investigation, and bring those responsible to justice. 
 

They write to mark the “Nakba”, or Catastrophe: 
On May 15, Palestinians commemorate the Catastrophe (or Nakba) that befell them in 1948 as a result of 

the onslaught of Zionism over their land. In a very real sense, however, the Nakba is not merely a historical 
event that took place in 1948, but it is an ongoing process that continues to traumatize and oppress 

Palestinians to this day.   
Please click here to read more: https://www.fosna.org/the-fosna-blog/the-ongoing-nakba 

Please pray for both Israelis and Palestinians, that they may live together in peace with justice. 
 
 

Prayer for Peace in Ukraine 
God of peace, your prophet Isaiah promised swords would be turned into ploughshares, 

and your Son’s mother, Mary, proclaimed the mighty would be put down and the humble exalted: 
visit the people of Ukraine; deliver them from fear, violence, attack, injury, destruction, death; 

and give them courage, solidarity and allies in their hour of vulnerability and sorrow. 
Turn the hearts of those bent on war and invasion. 

Strengthen the hand of all seeking to halt conflict, restore order, and pursue justice. 
And make this moment of peril an occasion for your Holy Spirit to show your world the cost of conflict and our 

dependence on one another. 
In Christ our Lord, who went to his death because of our hatred, and rose again because our hatred is never 

stronger than your indomitable love. 
Amen. 

(Bishop Kenneth Nowakowski of the Ukrainian Catholic Church) 
 

We continue our Holy Hour of prayer each Sunday at 6pm 
 
 
 

https://www.fosna.org/the-fosna-blog/the-ongoing-nakba


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Links for Our Common Home 

Help Reduce Food Waste 

Greenpeace 101 ideas to live more sustainably 

Help Reduce Plastic Waste 

Fairer World 

Laudato Si’ Movement  

WSCC Environment and Climate Change Newsletter 

Nature on your doorstep 

https://www.sussexgreenliving.co.uk/ 

https://www.recyclenow.com/repeatthecycle 

Greenpeace Big Plastic Count 

West Sussex Climate Action 

The Joyful Environmentalist 
 
 

 

Invited 
Dear Friends, we are delighted to welcome you to Episode 5 of Invited. This week’s episode is all about 

hope, the hope we find in the very Church founded by Christ that we have been exploring during Eastertide. 
The episode can be found at https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/invited. 

All the episodes for the Season can be found on the Diocesan YouTube page 
at: https://www.youtube.com/user/AandBcommunications 

 
Next Thursday, the 26th, is the Feast of the Ascension and we are offering the opportunity to sign up to 

receive daily emails for nine days: A Novena of prayer, building to the great Feast of Pentecost on Sunday 
5th June. To sign up please go to: https://tinyurl.com/4d37w3n6 

 
Joining details for this Thursday's Diocese-wide zoom at 7.30pm are: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85987038218?pwd=bjhnTXNSNVBpNDJxMzliUzRPdTlKUT09 
Meeting ID: 859 8703 8218 

Passcode: 337085 
With best wishes, The Invited Team 

 

Grandparents Day  

Wednesday 8th June at West Grinstead 11am to 3pm 
Our Annual Pilgrimage to the Shrine at West Grinstead for Grandparents and all those who fulfil this role in 
so many different ways. The day begins at 11am with coffee available from 10.30am. This is always a joyous 
day of celebration with Bishop Richard and friends from across the Diocese. Further information and sign-

up details can be found on the Diocesan website under events W: 
https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/diocese/events 

If you would like to find out more please contact E:katherine.bergin@abdiocese.org.uk 
 

Vocations Weekend for young women 
 

Theme: Discernment and Vocation from 27th-29th May in Liverpool.  The weekend is organised by the 
sisters, Faithful Companions of Jesus (FCJ).  There is nothing quite like religious life – it’s an extraordinary 

adventure into a deep relationship with God. 
If you are wondering if God is calling you to religious life and would like to find out more why not come 

along?  You are welcome to stay for the weekend or just come along on Saturday for the day. There will be 
opportunity for prayer, reflection and input, chance to ask questions and to meet others who are also 

wondering where God is calling them. 
For more information contact Sr Lynne fcJ at lynnefcj@hotmail.com or visit our website www.fcjsisters.org 

 

https://toogoodtogo.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1d95939f0943ea37b27dd7764&id=d414ee5d71&e=d30af1a37f
https://action.greenpeace.org.uk/Greenpeace-Guide-to-Life?source=EM&subsource=GOFRNAPEEM07YS&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Guide+to+Life++PE+20211028&utm_term=Full+List
https://www.futurelearn.com/info/blog/how-to-reduce-plastic-waste
https://mailchi.mp/ca81dc08590c/fairer-world-lindfield-newsletter-april-15615906?e=8ee57b2955
https://laudatosimovement.org/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWSCC/bulletins/308b657
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/nature-on-your-doorstep/?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20211016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=&utm_content=button-guidance-bird-woodpecker-top-power-full&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature&sourcecode=&cta_sourcecode=&modulecontent=
https://www.sussexgreenliving.co.uk/
https://www.recyclenow.com/repeatthecycle
https://thebigplasticcount.com/sign-up/digital?source=EM&subsource=OCPOPSOAEM21JL&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=BPC%20-%20Household%20sign%20up%20%20OA%2020220221&utm_term=Full%20List
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/leisure-recreation-and-community/west-sussex-climate-action/
https://mailchi.mp/3d17e74dd9f1/fairer-world-lindfield-newsletter-april-16088074?e=8ee57b2955
https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/invited
https://www.youtube.com/user/AandBcommunications
https://tinyurl.com/4d37w3n6
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85987038218?pwd=bjhnTXNSNVBpNDJxMzliUzRPdTlKUT09
https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/diocese/events
mailto:katherine.bergin@abdiocese.org.uk
mailto:lynnefcj@hotmail.com
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.fcjsisters.org%2f&c=E,1,JxFLiHK5p_7gr8mFxFuYtOr1riWi9RniGjCAXoNGtYgM1m6LBueqDbd8lqoWl5cOX4I7XM4NoPTXj12Jhzy-ZJuULoxzBaxDAub2g89TMF3F&typo=1


 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

For other regular items, please see the website: 

For readings for the coming week, see Universalis:  Universalis  

Our Facebook page:   Parish Facebook  

Children’s Junior Church liturgy:  Junior Church 

Diocesan Family Materials:  Family Materials 

Parish Giving:  My Dona Parish Giving 

    For D’Arcy’s music, please visit our website homepage under Organ voluntaries: 

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/ 

Parish Leadership Team:  Parish Leadership Team 

 

Please use the QR code for donations  

to the Parish.  Thank you 

REGULAR EVENTS IN THE PARISH 
Mass Times - Saturday: 9.00 am (Concelebrated) and 5.00 pm (First Mass of Sunday), 
Sunday: 9.30 am 
Daily Mass: 5.30 pm (Concelebrated), Holy Days of Obligation: Vigil Mass: 7.30 pm; 
Feast Day: 5.30 pm 

Adoration - Friday evenings 7.00- 8.00pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Reflection, music and silence. 

Confessions (Sacrament of Reconciliation) - Sundays 9.00-9.30am and Thursday 2pm with Exposition.  
(please check with Parish Office before coming) 

Rosary Group – Mondays in the Abbey Church after Vespers – 7:10pm until 8:00pm.  Please get in touch 
with Rachel Davies: 07801 696354 

Lectio Divina – Tuesday evenings at 7.40pm via Zoom.  Please contact Jenny Chapman 

jenny_chapman@sky.com 

Christian Meditation Group – 7.00pm in the Unity Room, please contact Richard by email 
rbrownd1@gmail.com    Next Meetings - 25th May, *29th June (*this one session will be held in  
St Bruno’s sitting Room) and 27th July. 

Vigil for Vocations - (1st Friday).   After Compline 8.30pm - 9.00pm. 

Bible Study Group – 11.15am on Mondays in The Unity Room (by East door of church).   
Please double check with the Parish Office. 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk       Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313     Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk               

Secretary: Maria Stribbling, available 9.15am-1.15pm Mon-Fri 

Night time emergencies only: 01342 710331 

Any cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at parish@worth.org.uk 

(by Wednesday 10am) 

Safe Spaces:  0300 303 1056      Web:  www.safespacesenglandandwales.org.uk/   Email:  safespaces@victimsupport.org.uk 

 

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer intentions, 

please let Fr Paul know. 

http://www.universalis.com/Europe.England.Arundel/mass.html
https://www.facebook.com/Worth-Abbey-Parish-104966314630759/?view_public_for=104966314630759
https://www.facebook.com/colourandshapeonline/
https://abliturgy.wordpress.com/family-materials/
https://portal.mydona.com/assets/webPay/index.php?cid=574
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/parish-life/parish-leadership-team/
mailto:jenny_chapman@sky.com
mailto:rbrownd1@gmail.com
http://thegreenstudy.com/2013/04/15/the-nature-of-doves/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
http://www.safespacesenglandandwales.org.uk/
mailto:safespaces@victimsupport.org.uk

