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Saturday 21st May  5pm Parish Mass 
 
Communion  Andante in F   Henry Smart (1813-1879) 
Postlude   Alleluias Simon Preston (1938-2022) 
 
One of Victorian England’s most respected church musicians, Smart, who was born in London, was the son of the conductor Sir 
George Smart (who had visited Beethoven to learn how to conduct his symphonies). Although he  began studies in Law, he soon 
switched to music. He held posts as organist in Blackburn Parish Church, then in London’s St Giles-without-Cripplegate, St Luke’s 
Old Street, and finally at the then new St Pancras Church where he remained until a month before his death.  
 
Influential in establishing the practice of congregational singing, his works include some of the British Isles’ most established 
hymns (Christ is Made The Sure Foundation, Angels from the Realms of Glory, Regent Square etc), numerous organ pieces, stage, 
choral and church music. He must have been a wonderful personality:  all his music reflects otimism and generosity of spirit, and 
has a striking ‘goodness’ about it.  However, he did not like Gregorian chant, regarding it as “something utterly barbarous”! 
 
He wrote Three Andantes in 1863: this is the second.     
 
 
‘At his feet the six-winged Seraph; Cherubim with sleepless eye, 
Veil their faces to the Presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry, 
Alleluya, Alleluya, Alleluya, Lord most high.’  
(Liturgy of St James)   
 
Simon Preston was one of the country’s most influential church musicians during the past 50 years. A chorister, and later Organ 
Scholar, at King’s College, Cambridge, he became Assistant Organist at Westminster Abbey in the early ‘60s, returning in the ‘80s 
as Organist and Master of Music; he spent in the intervening years as Organist at Christ Church, Oxford. His remarkable talents 
as a choral director produced some of the greatest church music performances of his generation; he was also one of the 
outstanding organists of his time and performed worldwide. Made a CBE in 2009, in recent years illness has caused him to 
withdraw from public life. Hundreds of recordings attest to his gifts and serve as a legacy. Dimentia forced his retirement from 
public life some years ago.      
 
He died on May 13 and this performance of his Alleluias forms a small tribute to an outstanding musician: one of his few organ 
compositions, he wrote it as his contribution to Oxford University Press’ first volume of Modern Organ Music series, published 
in 1965.  

 

 
 
 
Sunday 22nd May  9.30am Abbey Mass 
 
Communion  Chorale Prelude: O wie selig seid ihr doch, ihr Frommen   Franz Schmidt (1713-1780) 
Postlude   Alleluias  Simon Preston (1938-2022) 
 

A pupil of Bruckner, and a cellist in the Vienna court orchestra, Schmidt became Director of the music academy there. A 
mainstream composer like Hindemith, he, however, destroyed many works written as a young man. He wrote numerous  organ 
works – including Four Little Chorale Preludes in 1926: this prelude is the third in that set.  

 
The text, based on Revelation 14:13, was written by Simon Dach in 1635 and speaks of Christ liberating the faithful and 
repentant sinner. It begins:  
 



“Oh, how blest are ye whose toils are ended, 
Who through death have unto God ascended! 
Ye have arisen from the cares which keep us still in prison.” 

The melody to which it is set is believed to have been written by Johann Crüger in 1649. 

For information on Alleluias please see above. 
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