
   

 
 

 

 

 

 

Worth Abbey                                     ORGAN MUSIC 2022           

 

 

              

Saturday May 14 : 5pm Parish Mass 

 

Communion Élévation (Fonds d’orgue) from Messe du 8ème. ton  

      Michel Corrette  

   (c. 1671 – before 1733)   

 

Postlude  Offertoire pour le jour de Pâques  Alexandre Boëly (1785-1858) 

 
Born into a family of musicians, Boëly was introduced to the works of Bach and Haydn during his 

studies, and remained devoted to this repertoire throughout his life. However, it got him into trouble: 

the cultural and musical ‘tastes’ - or the lack of them - sweeping through Europe, and particularly 

France, during the early 19th century favoured the banal. Churches of the Napoleonic period (only 

recently reclaimed as such following their reform into ‘Temples of Reason’ during the Revolution) 

resounded to the sound of polkas, cheap minuets, patriotic dances and ‘amusements’ for the titillation of 

the masses (or more accurately in those days, the real ‘great unwashed’).  

 

Boëly’s dedication to great music saw him ostracized from Parisian musical circles, and even dismissed 

from his post as Organist of Saint-Germain-l’Auxerrois.  

 

Of his many organ works, this Offertoire for Easter Day is a good example of his ‘pure’ style. It uses the 

Easter hymn O Filii et Filiae (‘O sons and daughters’) in a set of short variations culminating in a brief fugal 

version.  

 
 

Sunday May 15 : 9.30am Abbey Mass 

 

Communion Melody  York Bowen (1884-1961) 

 

Postlude  Trumpet Tune  John Stanley (1712-1786)  

 
The leading organist of Georgian England, someone even the great Handel used to go to listen to, 

Stanley is known to many through his bright and uplifiting Trumpet Tune, which is, in fact, a movement 

taken from one of his 30 ‘voluntaries’ for solo organ. The organs Stanley knew where small, chamber 

organs (often in houses) – but this piece is often served up in beefed-up versions more suited to large 

spaces and cathedrals: this version, for example, was arranged by Henry Coleman (1888–1965). Born in 

Dartmouth, he was a chorister in Ramsgate, and then organist in various churches and cathedrals – 

including those of Manchester, Blackburn, St Columb’s and Peterborough. His final post (1949-1959) was 

at All Saints’, Eastbourne.  
 
                   

 

D’Arcy Trinkwon  
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