
What started as a trickle of refugees 3-4 weeks ago, has now of course escalated. To-day, at 
this remote border point, 3000 refugees made the crossing. The numbers of refugees 
coming thru Isaccea is only going to increase and probably dramatically--- the strategic 
Ukrainian port of Odessa (only 300klms away with a direct road) is under increasingly heavy 
attack from the Russians. The weather is currently very bad with freezing temperatures, and 
refugees often with nothing but the clothes on their back, a very small amount of 
depreciating money, typically without passports or other travel documents. Many are young 
families where the father may have stayed behind to fight. The people are frightened, 
disorientated, exhausted, hungry and cold. Here is how Catalin expresses it in one email to 
Father Patrick at the end of last week: 
  
Some stay for a night or two, and then move on, to Germany, Bulgaria, Poland, and even 
Dubai. Some will stay with us for a while as they don't have documents to be able to move 
and find their relatives. 
  
One young woman, just recently passed her driving licence, and she was forced to drive all 
the way from her home near Odessa, to us. Now she wants to drive to Satu Mare, in 
Romania, some 500 miles away, to meet her husband, but she's too scared to do it. We 
helped find a driver for her, and she will hopefully get there safely . 
  
Another family, from Odessa, wants to get to Poland, but they don't speak romanian or 
english. A friend of ours will meet them in Bucharest on Sunday, take them to Gara de Nord, 
and help them purchase the tickets.  
  
One family is from Kiliya, they speak some Romanian. Their son, Roman, turned 14 today. 
He didn't expect presents and a birthday cake today! He was so happy! 
  
 He has another sister with two children, the youngest one, only 3 months old.  
  
 The problem is, they want to get to America eventually but, not all of them have passports.  
  
So, on Monday, we need to somehow take eight of them to the Ukrainian embassy in 
Bucharest, and bring them back at the end of the day. 
   
They all have different needs, but they also have some things in common: they are tired, 
cold, dissoriented and woŕried about their future.  
  
We hope that, we will find people to help us with anything they can, so that we will offer 
them free, warm and safe accommodation, and a glimmer of hope for the future. 
  
We need help, because we need to house and feed in excess of 25 people every day.  
  
I spoke directly to Catalin directly last night. He is, like many country folk, matter of fact and 
straight forward. The Constantin family are welcoming these poor people and try to make 
them feel genuinely at home. They don’t make any fuss about it but are just doing, in a very 
modest and unassuming way, what they consider to be the right thing: normal human 
beings helping other human beings in need. They impose no time limit on how long the 



people stay although most, as is clear from Catalin’s words above want to keep travelling 
further west as fast as possible. Casa Varvara can accommodate about 25. It is always now 
full. Word of mouth spreads fast that they are kind and welcoming. Beyond food and 
accommodation, Catalin or another member of the family help with onward travel, travel to 
the local church. Already, 8 more people have asked to come tomorrow and that number 
will only increase. So they use their local network of other kind people to find the refugees 
places to sleep. 
  
Catalin needs financial help. His accommodation is built for summer clients. His heating is all 
electric –getting ever more costly. The refugees always need more than just food and 
bedding. Overall, its costing him about Euros 200-250 a day to look after people. The 
Constantin family have funded it so far but simply cannot afford to continue to do so. They 
have no income until the summer season. With more money, Catalin will find ways to help 
more refugees. He can find and fit out other shelters, if he has the cash to buy mattresses 
etc. They can buy tickets for buses and trains to disperse people and help them on the next 
phase of their journey. 
  
 
 
 


