
In Touch 
Worth Abbey Parish 

25th /26th September 2021           Twenty Sixth Sunday in OT (year B)                  No: 1272 

 

Dear Parishioners 

I hope that you and your families continue well.  I send you all my prayers and 

very best wishes. 

I’m looking forward very much to our mass of celebration on Sunday.  It will be 

an opportunity for us all to thank God for calling us to belong to His people, and 

to be members of His family, adopted sons and daughters.  To help us 

remember that we come together at His invitation, we will gather on the piazza, 

weather permitting, and process down the East side behind the servers following 

the processional cross.  (Please note that we start at 11 am.)  The children and 

their families are invited to join the procession first so that they can go straight 

into the Unity Room (pre-school age) or the choir vestry (school age) next door, 

for Junior Church, where they will be welcomed by their catechists.  Our 

grateful thanks to Rachel and Erica and their team.  After mass there will be a 

display in the narthex of activities in which you might like to get involved, and, 

weather permitting, we will have activities for children and family picnics. (If 

the weather is poor, we can use the narthex and the Unity Room.) 

Meanwhile, this weekend we are urged by Pope Francis to pray for migrants 

and refugees.  His message today takes up the theme of solidarity which was 

announced in Fratelli Tutti.  He expresses his ardent hope that, after the Covid 

crisis passes, we may achieve this :  God willing, after all this, we will think no 

longer in terms of ‘them’ and ‘those’, but only ‘us’”.  He reminds us that we 

have a common journey in this world, and that salvation is offered by God not 

primarily to individuals, but to a people : God in his mercy wished to offer us a 

path of reconciliation, not as individuals but as a people, a “we”, meant to 

embrace the entire human family, without exception.  He states that our 

sinfulness is shown by aggressive forms of nationalism and radical 

individualism… the highest price is being paid by those who most easily become 

viewed as others: foreigners, migrants, the marginalized, those living on the 

existential peripheries.   He calls for a Church truly Catholic, evermore 

inclusive… The Church is called to go out into the streets of every existential 

periphery in order to heal wounds and to seek out the straying, without 



prejudice or fear, without proselytising, but ready to widen her tent to embrace 

everyone. Among those dwelling in those existential peripheries, we find many 

migrants and refugees, displaced persons and victims of trafficking, to whom 

the Lord wants his love to be manifested and his salvation preached.  Pope 

Francis asks us to build bridges and break down walls. 

Do please see the Pope’s message, with commentary, on our website : 
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/world-day-of-migrants-and-refugees-sunday-26th-september-

2021/ 

 

In case you missed the pastoral letter of Bishop Richard last week, about The 

Assisted Dying Bill, we print it below.  You can find commentary on this here: 
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/opposing-the-assisted-dying-bill-2021/ 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

There has been much coverage of the Assisted Suicide Bill, currently making its way 

through the House of Lords. It is important that we take action to challenge this 

proposed legislation. It is also vital that we affirm our support for the best possible 

end-of-life care, including spiritual and pastoral support for those who are dying and 

for their families. This has been made all the more urgent as a result of the decision 

by the British Medical Association to take a neutral position on this issue, albeit by 

the narrowest of margins. 

The Catholic Church remains opposed to any form of assisted suicide. It is a 

crime against human life and we cannot directly choose to take the life of 

another, even if they request it. 

It is the case that, in this country as in many others, we have a growing elderly 

population. The needs of the elderly and the needs of those who live with disability 

have been highlighted further during the course of the Covid-19 pandemic. The Bill 

currently being considered raises serious questions about society’s ability to protect 

those who are most vulnerable. We must ask how the law can ensure that a person 

will be free from pressure to end their life prematurely due to perceptions about 

‘quality’ or ‘worth’ of life, and will not feel the need to act out of a sense of ‘being a 

burden’ to family and to the wider society. In this context, it is important for us all to 

reach out to those who may feel isolated or lonely, enabling them to recognise their 

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/world-day-of-migrants-and-refugees-sunday-26th-september-2021/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/world-day-of-migrants-and-refugees-sunday-26th-september-2021/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/opposing-the-assisted-dying-bill-2021/


value and the contribution their experience and wisdom brings to others. 

 

We have seen, in recent years, the impact of Assisted Suicide legislation in other 

parts of the world such as Belgium, Canada and the State of Oregon. Evidence 

shows that the introduction of laws for ‘small numbers of cases’ has inevitably led to 

an exponential growth in those seeking ‘assisted dying’. The State of Oregon has 

seen an increase of 1075% in ‘assisted deaths’ between 1998 and 2019, Belgium 

has seen a 925% increase between 2002 and 2019, and in Canada the increase in 

only four years between 2016 and 2020 has been 648%. These are deeply 

concerning figures and are accompanied by an expansion of grounds, to include 

assisted suicide for children, non-terminal illness and non-terminal psychiatric illness. 

We should be in no doubt that any legislation to permit assisted suicide in our own 

country would take us in the same direction. 

This country has a fine tradition and experience in end-of-life care, rooted in the care 

and compassion that is at the core of our humanity. This is seen when the best 

possible care is available, that all may be enabled to come to the end of their lives 

with the best of pain relief, surrounded by family, whether in hospital, hospice or at 

home. The provision of this care should be a priority. 

As followers of Christ, we recognise the Sanctity of Life in all around us. This must 

urge us to call everyone to this place of compassion; to the greatest care and 

respect for the most vulnerable in our society. The work of opposing this Bill 

demands our prayerful support and action. 

You can find out more and gain information as to the best possible way to oppose 

the Bill on the website of the Bishops’ Conference of England & Wales. 

Information has also been sent to parishes and is available on the diocesan website. 

  

With every Blessing, 

+ Richard 

  

 

 

 

https://abdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6&id=bbb8d61d09&e=39eafcb504
https://abdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6&id=36191e58f0&e=39eafcb504


Prayers 

Please pray for Michael Grech who continues treatment at home.   

Please pray for Laura Rawlinson, who continues her gradual process of 

recovery with great courage. 

Please use the following prayer which Pope Francis offers, for the day of prayer 

for refugees and migrants : 

Holy, beloved Father, your Son Jesus taught us that there is great rejoicing in 

heaven whenever someone lost is found, whenever someone excluded, rejected 

or discarded is gathered into our “we”, which thus becomes ever wider. We ask 

you to grant the followers of Jesus, and all people of good will, the grace to do 

your will on earth. Bless each act of welcome and outreach that draws those in 

exile into the “we” of community and of the Church, so that our earth may truly 

become what you yourself created it to be: the common home of all our brothers 

and sisters. Amen 

 

Katherine Bergin, the Diocesan lead for family life, writes : 

Grandparents’ Groups: Within the Diocese we have several active 

grandparent groups who gather to pray for their grandchildren and to share the 

highs and lows of this stage of life. Remember when you joined toddler groups 

when your children were young, to find likeminded people and unlimited 

support ? It’s a bit like that, chat over issues such as how to help your 

Grandchildren without upsetting your own children…or their spouse!! How to 

pass on your faith and find strength in praying about it all together.  If you are 

interested in joining or creating a group in your parish please do contact 

Katherine Bergin at Katherine.bergin@abdiocese.org.uk 

Please use the following prayer during this coming week : 

Loving father, we pray for all grandparents.  Help them to reflect your 

unconditional love in their relationship with their families.  Grant them the gifts 

of wisdom and patience to enable them to support their families and be there to 

encourage, advise and inspire, in their turn, their children’s children.  May they 

be for their Grandchildren a safe refuge of consistency, offering witness to all of 

a life which is inspired by Gospel values, enriched by prayer and fuelled by the 

hope of the eternal kingdom. 

 

mailto:Katherine.bergin@abdiocese.org.uk


Anniversaries 

Please pray for the souls of - David Leslie,  Zofia Tywon’ska,  

Barry Pierce, Peter Burrows, Ada Fieldwick, Allan Chamberlain, Nellie Tester, 

Terence Crannigan, Dom Joseph Marshall.   

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon 

them; may they rest in peace.  Amen. 

 

Some coming events : 

 

CAFOD Family Harvest Fast Day; 1st October  

 

-God’s Creation Mass, Youth Church; 16th October at 5pm in Worth Abbey  

 

There will be more news about these next week. 

 

You will have realised by now, I am sure, that we are back with the war time 

economy edition, in the absence of our secretary, Maria Stribbling.  Thank you 

for your patience !  Please look to the website for all other details.  To get in 

touch, please use the contact details below. 

 

I send my best wishes to you all.  Fr Paul  

    

 

 

 

 


