
 
 

 
 

               In Touch 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

18th / 19th  September 2021                            Twenty Fifth Sunday in OT (year B)                                                           No: 1271 

Dear Parishioners 

I hope that you and your families continue well.  I send my prayers and best wishes to you 

all.  I hope that you are looking forward as much as I am to our parish celebration of 

thanksgiving which takes place on Sunday, 26th.  It is a moment when we will gather to 

thank God for choosing us to belong to Him and to one another, making us His very own 

people.  Our mass that day will begin at 11 am, on the piazza, for us to process down into 

church together to be welcomed by the monastic community, in the presence of Jesus.  

After mass there will be activities for children, and an opportunity to visit a display of 

parish activities and to talk to their organisers and, if the Spirit moves you, to become 

involved in something.  We also plan a picnic – I hope the weather will allow us to gather 

outside!  Please pray for some sunshine!  Do bring your best Glyndebourne picnic hamper, 

and your picnic rug or garden chairs.  For those who cannot manage the mass on Sunday, 

there will be the usual mass on Saturday at 5 pm, but do try to join us for the picnic if you 

can.  The past two years have been difficult for everyone, and resulted in separation and 

the loss of relationships for many; so, we hope that this day will help us all to renew 

friendships with one another. 

Meanwhile, we continue to mark The Season of Creation, and on Saturday begins The 
Great Big Green Week.   The organisers write: This will be the largest event for climate and 
nature ever seen in the UK. Thousands of events will celebrate how communities are taking 
action to tackle climate change and protect green spaces, and encourage others to get 
involved too… We are seeing the impacts of extreme weather events caused by climate 
change on the people and places we love both here in the UK and abroad. The time is now to 
do everything we can to protect them. Climate change is the fight of our lifetime. 
This year, we in the UK have a huge opportunity to raise the ambition of plans to tackle 
climate change at home and abroad. The UK is hosting a major UN climate summit, known as 
COP26, in Glasgow this November. This means parliament and local authorities alike want to 
be seen as ambitious in tackling climate change. 
The Time is Now for a Great Big Green Week that sets the stage for the most ambitious 
climate summit ever. 
 
Do please look at our website for The Climate Coalition and many other groups which are 
working to preserve our planet for future generations.  Great Big Green Week 
 

I send my prayers for you all.  Fr Paul 

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/great-big-green-week-18th-26th-september-2021/


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A date for your diary 

Sunday, 26th September we are pleased to announce that the “Welcome Back and Parish Celebration” 
mass has now been arranged. Do please set this date aside and come to celebrate our parish community.  

Mass will be at 11am.   
**There will be no 09.30am mass on the Sunday, however, we will still have our 5pm mass on the 

Saturday evening (25th) ** 

 
 Saturday, 23rd October, at 10 am. To help us all prepare for the Synod we are pleased to host a talk by 
Austen Ivereigh, author of two well know biographies of Pope Francis, and collaborator with him on his 

book, Let Us Dream.  Austen will speak about the Synod which begins in October and explain why this is so 
important to Pope Francis and the Church, and what we can all contribute to the process. 

 

Church Opening Times 
 

The church is now open from before the first office of the day until the end of the last 
one.  (Please see the website for details.) 

 
You are welcome to all offices and masses.   

On weekdays mass is celebrated at 5.30 pm, and on Saturdays at 9 am.   
Confessions take place on Sundays from 9 am till 9.30 am, and generally there is 

opportunity on Thursdays at 2 pm. 
 

Sunday mass is celebrated at 5 pm (Vigil mass on Saturday)  
and at 9.30 am on Sundays. 

 
There is Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on Thursdays from 2 pm 

till 3 pm, and on Fridays from 7 pm till 8 pm. 
 

RCIA 

We hope to offer a new RCIA group from September.  RCIA stands for the Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults.  It is a series of meetings which can be “tailor made” for those who take part, and is specially 

prepared for anyone who would like to join the Catholic Church, either coming from a different branch of 

the Christian faith, or from none at all.  At the same time, you would be very welcome to bring any Catholic 

friends along to join the discussions.  The length of the course and the frequency of meetings is quite 

flexible, according to the needs and wishes of those taking part.  Do please get in touch if you would like to 

take part, or if you know someone who might.  We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Books for weekday mass 
and office 

Please collect these from the 
trolley which is now 

situated by the doors at the 
foot of the staircase which 

leads down from the 
Narthex into the church. 

 

Confessions before Sunday mass 

These continue at the usual time, from 9 a.m. till 9.30 a.m.   
Confessions will take place in Parlour three.   

Please enter by the Narthex and turn right, and go to the end of 
the Narthex, and through the door.   

Continue past the lobby where the lift is situated, and through the 
next door.   

Parlour three is then on your right. 
 

Would anyone be able to help move some tables and chairs for the First Holy Communion 
meetings which will take place on Saturday mornings, at 11 am, from 18th September, in the 
Unity Room?  It can be done on Friday evening or Saturday morning.  Thank you very much to 

anyone who can help.  Please get in touch with Fr Paul. 

 

We are pleased to say that Junior Church will commence on Sunday 26th September. 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lectio Divina 

The lectio Divina group begins again on Saturday, 25th September, on zoom, from 12 noon till 12.30. 
 

The Bible study group begins on Monday, 27th September, and meets in St Benedict’s, from 11.15 to 12.30. 
 

To take part in either of these, please contact  

Jenni Chapman, on 07857 274 927, or jenny_chapman@sky.com 

 

Rosary Group 
The Rosary Group meets in the Abbey Church after 

Vespers – 7:15pm until 8:15pm when Compline is due to begin; 
Please get in touch with 

Rachel Davies: 07801 696354 

Day for Catechists 
 

You may be aware that we are holding a gathering of our Catechists, at Worth Abbey on  
25th September.  If you would like to join us please click on this link Day for Catechists (25-Sep-2021) · 

ChurchSuite Events to complete our booking form, and for more information. 
If you have already booked, thank you.  Please spread the word, and we look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Marriage Anniversaries Mass 
Anyone celebrating a wedding anniversary that has particular significance for them is welcome to join the 
annual celebration of marriage at St Joseph’s Church in Guildford.   This year the celebration, with Bishop 

Richard, is on Saturday, 9th October with Mass at 11.30. 
In order that we can be Covid compliant we do ask that everyone books their space via our website. Please 
use the following link Diocesan Marriage Anniversaries Mass and Reception (09-Oct-2021) · ChurchSuite 

Events or contact the Diocesan Marriage & Family Life  Adviser, Katherine Bergin 
at Katherine.bergin@abdiocese.org.uk  (Places are limited to 150).   

We so look forward to celebrating with you! 
 

Easy Local Walk 

Sunday 19th September 11.30 meet in the car park of The Anchor pub Hartfield for a walk lasting one 

hour and twenty minutes.  We walk across the Sussex countryside with a short stretch along the old railway 

track for circa three to three and a half miles. Lunch post walk at the pub booked for 1.00 p.m.  This is an 

easy walk in order to accommodate all walkers.   

Please e mail on trishiasol@aol.com or call me on 01892 770942 if you would like to join this walk. 

 

The Lay Community of St Benedict 
Creative Prayer Retreat Day on Saturday 23rd October from 11am – 5pm 

“I am the Vine and you are the branches” (John 15:5) 
Compass House, Worth Abbey and please bring a packed lunch 

There is no cost, however, donations accepted to help cover costs 

Christian Meditation Group at Worth 
The Christian Meditation group will restart on 29th September.   

This will be held in the Unity Room for a 7.00pm start (finish approx. 7.45 - 8.00pm). 
You are welcome to stay afterwards for the 8.15pm Compline Service in the church.   

Below is a list of dates until the end of this year. 
Wednesday 29th September 

Wednesday 27th October 
Wednesday 24th November 

**Note, the group will not meet at Worth Abbey in December. 
 

mailto:jenny_chapman@sky.com
https://abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/hxnin9a4
https://abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/hxnin9a4
https://abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/kf7do9vu
https://abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/kf7do9vu
mailto:Katherine.bergin@abdiocese.org.uk
mailto:trishiasol@aol.com


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For regular items, please see the website: 

For readings for the coming week, see Universalis:  Universalis  
 

For prayers and anniversaries see our homepage:   https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/ 

  

Facebook page:   Parish Facebook  

 

Children’s Junior Church liturgy:  Junior Church  

 

Diocesan Family Materials:  Family Materials 

 

Parish Giving:  Parish Giving 

 

For D’Arcy’s music, please visit our website homepage under Organ voluntaries: 

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/ 

 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk       Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313     Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk               

(Parish office is currently closed please email and we will be in touch)     

  

Secretary: Maria Stribbling (currently working from home 9am-1pm Tuesday/Wednesday))      

Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 

Any cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at parish@worth.org.uk 

(by Wednesday 10am) 

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer intentions, 

please let Fr Paul know. 

Refugees Welcome Crawley 
Cathy Merry, the chair of Refugees Welcome Crawley, writes: RWC is working in partnership with West 

Sussex County Council, Sussex Aid for Refugees and other charities involved locally to meet the needs of Afghan 
families and individuals arriving with nothing. WSCC are co-ordinating this task and will deliver the donations 

to the Afghan refugees and asylum seekers in quarantine and awaiting the processing of their cases by the 
Home Office. 

If you would like to help refugees who have arrived in Britain, please visit : 
https://www.forcommongood.co.uk/apps/giftregistry/registry/139366?rsid=1&fbclid=IwAR1qAyvcow7P

2EbAh4UCAZ3NGLd0Qf37yzN2SiO2H6PpCUatfCSIUAA-BuA   
Also, the homepage of our website - www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk 

 

http://www.universalis.com/Europe.England.Arundel/mass.html
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Worth-Abbey-Parish-104966314630759/?view_public_for=104966314630759
https://www.facebook.com/colourandshapeonline/
https://abliturgy.wordpress.com/family-materials/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/about-us/parish-giving/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
https://www.forcommongood.co.uk/apps/giftregistry/registry/139366?rsid=1&fbclid=IwAR1qAyvcow7P2EbAh4UCAZ3NGLd0Qf37yzN2SiO2H6PpCUatfCSIUAA-BuA
https://www.forcommongood.co.uk/apps/giftregistry/registry/139366?rsid=1&fbclid=IwAR1qAyvcow7P2EbAh4UCAZ3NGLd0Qf37yzN2SiO2H6PpCUatfCSIUAA-BuA
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/

