
 
 

 
 

               In Touch 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11th / 12th September 2021                          Twenty Fourth Sunday in OT (year B)                                                           No: 1270 

 

Dear Parishioners 

I hope that you and your families continue well, and that you have all enjoyed a good 

holiday, despite the restrictions. 

I would like to say a big thank you to everyone who came to our Climate Sunday masses 
last weekend.  You created a wonderfully festive atmosphere by your participation, and 
our thanks are due most especially to all the musicians who helped us to remember 
what a joy it is to be able to sing together once more.  I would also like to offer my 
grateful thanks and appreciation to the members of the Worth Pro Earth Group, who 
planned the liturgy for us, and created the display about Climate change.  I do hope that 
you all got chance to see this, and also to sign the petition to the Prime Minister, asking 
him to place the needs of the poorest at the heart of the meeting of world leaders in 
Glasgow in November, when they consider how we can reverse global warming.   
 (Please see the CAFOD appeals: https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Climate/What-is-COP26 and 

https://action.cafod.org.uk/page/85465/action/1) See also our home page: Climate Sunday 

Meanwhile, we continue our celebration of Creation Time, which began on September 1st 

and continues until the feast of St Francis, on October 4th.   The Irish Bishops have offered us 

material to help us to observe this season. They write: The theme for the Season of Creation 

2021 is ‘Restoring Our Common Home’. During this season we are asked to join together to 

celebrate creation and protect our common home through prayer, reflection and action. 

The global Christian family is called to awaken to the urgent need to heal our relationships 

with creation and with each other and to encourage our parish communities to do the same, 

“for we know that things can change!” (Laudato Si’, 13).   

They continue: This year we celebrate this season mindful of the fact that our world 

continues to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic as well as a devastating climate and 

biodiversity crisis. We look towards two UN Conferences in the Autumn, COP15 (on 

Biodiversity, due to take place in China) and COP26 (on climate change, Glasgow) in the 

hope that world leaders take the urgent action that is needed to Restore Our Common Home. 

Catholics are urged to sign the “Healthy Planet Healthy People” petition as a key action for 

this year’s Season of Creation. This petition has been endorsed by the Vatican Dicastery for 

Integral Human Development in the hope that millions of Catholics will raise their voices in 

the public sphere to help Restore Our Common Home in the run up to these vital UN 

Conferences.  

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/season-of-creation-1st-september-4th-october-2021/
javascript:disclaimer(%22http://www.thecatholicpetition.org%22);


 
 

 
 

Do please explore all these resources which can help us to play our part in restoring the 

health of our common home, by action, prayer and petition. 

I send my prayers for you all.  Fr Paul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A date for your diary 

Sunday, 26th September we are pleased to announce that the “Welcome Back” mass has now been arranged. 
Do please set this date aside and come to celebrate our parish community. Mass will be at 11am and will be the 

only parish mass that weekend. 

Saturday, 23rd October, at 10 am. To help us all prepare for the Synod we are pleased to host a talk by 
Austen Ivereigh, author of two well know biographies of Pope Francis, and collaborator with him on his 

book, Let Us Dream.  Austen will speak about the Synod which begins in October and explain why this is so 
important to Pope Francis and the Church, and what we can all contribute to the process. 

 

Church Opening Times 
 

The church is now open from before the first office of the day until the end of the last 
one.  (Please see the website for details.) 

 
You are welcome to all offices and masses.   

On weekdays mass is celebrated at 5.30 pm, and on Saturdays at 9 am.   
Confessions take place on Sundays from 9 am till 9.30 am, and generally there is 

opportunity on Thursdays at 2 pm. 
 

Sunday mass is celebrated at 5 pm (Vigil mass on Saturday)  
and at 9.30 am on Sundays. 

 
There is Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on Thursdays from 2 pm 

till 3 pm, and on Fridays from 7 pm till 8 pm. 
 

Books for weekday 
mass and office 

Please collect these from 
the trolley which is now 
situated by the doors at 
the foot of the staircase 
which leads down from 

the Narthex into the 
church. 

 

Confessions before Sunday mass 

These continue at the usual time, from 9 a.m. till 9.30 a.m.   
Confessions will take place in Parlour three.   

Please enter by the Narthex and turn right, and go to the end of the 
Narthex, and through the door.   

Continue past the lobby where the lift is situated, and through the 
next door.   

Parlour three is then on your right. 
 

Would anyone be able to help move some tables and chairs for the First Holy Communion 
meetings which will take place on Saturday mornings, at 11 am, from 18th September, in the 
Unity Room?  It can be done on Friday evening or Saturday morning.  Thank you very much to 

anyone who can help.  Please get in touch with Fr Paul. 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosary Group 
 
 
 
 

 
The Rosary Group meets in 

the Abbey Church after 
Vespers – 7:15pm until 

8:15pm when Compline is 
due to begin; 

Please get in touch with 
Rachel Davies:  
07801 696354 

Day for Catechists 
 

You may be aware that we are holding a gathering of our Catechists, at Worth Abbey on  
25th September.  If you would like to join us please click on this link Day for Catechists (25-Sep-2021) · 

ChurchSuite Events to complete our booking form, and for more information. 
If you have already booked, thank you.  Please spread the word, and we look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Marriage Anniversaries Mass 
Anyone celebrating a wedding anniversary that has particular significance for them is welcome to join the 
annual celebration of marriage at St Joseph’s Church in Guildford.   This year the celebration, with Bishop 

Richard, is on Saturday, 9th October with Mass at 11.30. 
In order that we can be Covid compliant we do ask that everyone books their space via our website. Please 
use the following link Diocesan Marriage Anniversaries Mass and Reception (09-Oct-2021) · ChurchSuite 

Events or contact the Diocesan Marriage & Family Life  Adviser, Katherine Bergin 
at Katherine.bergin@abdiocese.org.uk  (Places are limited to 150).   

We so look forward to celebrating with you! 
 

RCIA 

We hope to offer a new RCIA group from September.  RCIA stands for 

the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.  It is a series of meetings 

which can be “tailor made” for those who take part, and is specially 

prepared for anyone who would like to join the Catholic Church, 

either coming from a different branch of the Christian faith, or from 

none at all.  At the same time, you would be very welcome to bring 

any Catholic friends along to join the discussions.  The length of the 

course and the frequency of meetings is quite flexible, according to 

the needs and wishes of those taking part.  Do please get in touch if 

you would like to take part, or if you know someone who might.  We 

look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Easy Local Walk 

Sunday 19th September 11.30 meet in the car park of The Anchor pub 

Hartfield for a walk lasting one hour and twenty minutes.  We walk across 

the Sussex countryside with a short stretch along the old railway track for 

circa three to three and a half miles. Lunch post walk at the pub booked for 

1.00 p.m.  This is an easy walk in order to accommodate all walkers.  Please 

e mail on trishiasol@aol.com or call me on 01892 770942 if you would like 

to join this walk. 

 

Can anyone help?   

Maddy Longhurst writes: This is a 
call for help on behalf of a dear 
friend who is having to come to 
the UK with his two sons for 3-4 

months - he's looking for 
somewhere affordable for them to 

live.  This would be from now 
until the New Year, if possible.  If 
you know of anyone who might 
help, and for full details, please 

get in touch with her: 
<maddylonghurst@gmail.com> 

 

National Justice and Peace Network 
Open Networking Day 

Saturday 11 September 2021 12.50 for 13.00 – 15.30 (revised times) 
What do you have in mind?  

Exploring issues in Mental Health and Wellbeing: Moving to a healthy society on Zoom –  
Register in advance for this meeting: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZArc--gpj8sHd0sr0-hCl-lC2HmFGyf2jik 
Speakers: 

Joann Hitchen, NW Regional Manager at PAPYRUS Prevention of Young Suicide 
Holly Peterson, Trustee of Operation Noah and a Mental Health Practitioner 

This will be an introductory session for a fuller day next year. 

The Lay Community of St Benedict 
Creative Prayer Retreat Day on Saturday 23rd October from 11am – 5pm 

“I am the Vine and you are the branches” (John 15:5) 
Compass House, Worth Abbey and please bring a packed lunch 

There is no cost, however, donations accepted to help cover costs 

https://abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/hxnin9a4
https://abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/hxnin9a4
https://abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/kf7do9vu
https://abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/kf7do9vu
mailto:Katherine.bergin@abdiocese.org.uk
mailto:trishiasol@aol.com
mailto:maddylonghurst@gmail.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZArc--gpj8sHd0sr0-hCl-lC2HmFGyf2jik


 
 

 
 

Lipreading Classes   
Is your hearing not what it used to be?  

Let your eyes help your ears 
Build confidence, improve lipreading skills and have fun 

Learn in a friendly mixed ability group 
ALL WELCOME 

Commencing 2pm Monday 4th October 2021 • Community Centre Forest Row   
For more information please contact: Hilary Lagden  

01825 724393 • 07971 708012 
Email: hilarylagden27@gmail.com 

ATLA Trained Lipreading Tutor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

 

 

 Next Sunday’s Readings: 25th Sunday in OT (year B) 

1st Reading –Wisdom 2:12, 17-20            2nd Reading – James 3:16-4:3 

Gospel: Mark 9:30-37 

Anyone who welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me. 

Anniversaries 

Please pray for the Souls of – Georgette Groombridge, Michael Finch, Zofia Tywonska, John Ovenden, 
Matthew Boughton, John Johnson and Mr Pannett. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in 
peace. Amen. 

Lectio Divina 
 

Would anyone like to join a Lectio Divina group on line?  Lectio is a popular way of praying with the 
Scriptures, and is very simple.  We use the Sunday Gospel reading.  You would not need to do any 

preparation, and the sessions will last for only half an hour.   Lectio consists in simply reading the passage 
slowly and letting God speak to your heart.  There’s no obligation to share anything, but we have the support 

of doing the reading with one another.  We can send you some hints about lectio, if you would like this, or 
look on the website.  Please let us know if you would like to join the group – parish@worth.org.uk   

This will take place on Saturday mornings, at 12 noon (new time, permanent change).   
I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

“I love it when a plan comes together”  
 

So says Colonel John “Hannibal” Smith of The “A” Team.  
There is one Plan that is so perfect, with a many plot twists and unexpected scenarios, which it is  

well worth searching out.  If you would like to be part of this Treasure Hunt to delve into this Perfect Plan 
then please join us in a 12 week Bible Study to discover its secrets. We hope to begin the search in early 

September, day and time to be arranged.  
If interested please contact Fr. Paul Fleetwood at parish@worth.org.uk or Jenny Chapman at 

jennykchapman@gmail.com 
 

Refugees Welcome Crawley 
Cathy Merry, the chair of Refugees Welcome Crawley, writes: RWC is working in partnership with West 

Sussex County Council, Sussex Aid for Refugees and other charities involved locally to meet the needs of Afghan 
families and individuals arriving with nothing. WSCC are co-ordinating this task and will deliver the donations 

to the Afghan refugees and asylum seekers in quarantine and awaiting the processing of their cases by the 
Home Office. 

If you would like to help refugees who have arrived in Britain, please visit : 
https://www.forcommongood.co.uk/apps/giftregistry/registry/139366?rsid=1&fbclid=IwAR1qAyvcow7P

2EbAh4UCAZ3NGLd0Qf37yzN2SiO2H6PpCUatfCSIUAA-BuA   
Also, the homepage of our website - www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk 

 

mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
https://www.forcommongood.co.uk/apps/giftregistry/registry/139366?rsid=1&fbclid=IwAR1qAyvcow7P2EbAh4UCAZ3NGLd0Qf37yzN2SiO2H6PpCUatfCSIUAA-BuA
https://www.forcommongood.co.uk/apps/giftregistry/registry/139366?rsid=1&fbclid=IwAR1qAyvcow7P2EbAh4UCAZ3NGLd0Qf37yzN2SiO2H6PpCUatfCSIUAA-BuA
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers 

 

Please continue to pray for Michael Grech.  Michael is still seriously unwell, but is back  
at home.  Please pray also for his wife, Mavis. 

 
Please for Ann Billinghurst who is recovering after surgery. 

 
Please pray for the continued healing of Laura Rawlinson. Please pray for her family. 

 
 

On Wednesday, September 1st we began the Season of Creation.  Please use the following prayer  
for Creation during this month: 

Father, Lord of all creation, we praise you with all your creatures and the whole universe that comes forth 
from the work of Your hands. 

 We acknowledge the privilege and responsibility that You give us as stewards of Your creation. In our 
ignorance we have done damage to our common home and our brothers and sisters are suffering.  

Through faithfully following your Son guide and direct us to prepare for a better future. Teach us to 
contemplate You in the beauty of the universe, for all things speak of You.  

Give us the grace to recognise, respect and protect all You have created, using wisely all that you have 
entrusted to us. Holy Spirit, who first hovered over the dawn of creation and drew order out of the chaos help 

us to build your kingdom of justice, love, peace and beauty where the poor of the earth are crying out.  
You, who live and reign, world without end,  

Amen. 
 

Please pray on behalf of all who are suffering in Afghanistan, and for family members who have left loved 
ones behind: 

Almighty God, in our distress and grief 
help us to remember that you love us. 

We do not understand why this great disaster 
has happened but help us to trust you. 

Loving Lord, 
for those who have died, give them eternal rest 

for those who are bereaved, comfort and console them 
for those who are hurt, heal and strengthen them. 
Lord God, enable us to help our suffering brothers 

and sisters in whatever way we can. 
Heavenly Father be with us now and always. 

Amen. 
https://www.justgiving.com/refugeeswelcomecrawley 

 
 

  
 

Daily Readings  

Monday – 1 Tim 2:1-8    Luke 7:1-10 (St John Chrysostom) 

Tuesday – Num 21:4b-9 or Phil 2:6-11    John 3:13-17 (The Exaltation of the Holy Cross) 

Wednesday – 1 Tim 3:14-16    John 19:25-27 or Luke 2:33-35 (Our Lady of Sorrows) 

Thursday – 1 Tim 4:12-16    Luke 7:36-50 (SS Cornelius and Cyprian) 

Friday – 1 Tim 6:2c-12    Luke 8:1-3 

Saturday – 1 Tim 6:13-16    Luke 8:4-15 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/refugeeswelcomecrawley


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For regular items, please see the website: 

For readings for the coming week, see Universalis:  Universalis  
 

For children and young people’s prayer, see CAFOD’s material:  Children Resources 

 

For prayers and anniversaries see our homepage:   https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/ 

  

Our new Facebook page:   Parish Facebook  

 

Children’s Junior Church liturgy:  Junior Church  

 

Diocesan Family Materials:  Family Materials 

 

Parish Giving:  Parish Giving 

 

For D’Arcy’s music, please visit our website homepage under Organ voluntaries: 

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/ 

 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk       Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313     Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk               

(Parish office is currently closed please email and we will be in touch)     

  

Secretary: Maria Stribbling (currently working from home 9am-1pm Tuesday/Wednesday))      

Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 

Any cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at parish@worth.org.uk 

(by Wednesday 10am) 

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer intentions, 

please let Fr Paul know. 

http://www.universalis.com/Europe.England.Arundel/mass.html
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/coronavirus-resources-for-children-young-people-and-their-families/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Worth-Abbey-Parish-104966314630759/?view_public_for=104966314630759
https://www.facebook.com/colourandshapeonline/
https://abliturgy.wordpress.com/family-materials/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/about-us/parish-giving/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


