
 
 

 
 

               In Touch 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

28th / 29th August 2021                                  Twenty Second Sunday in OT (year B)                                                          No: 1268 

 

Dear Parishioners 
  
I hope that you and your families continue well.  I send you all my very best wishes and 
my prayers.  While we are encouraged to continue to take precautions for the 
pandemic, it is good to be able to welcome the monastic community back to the 9.30 
mass this Sunday, and to be able to resume the practice of singing in our liturgies.  We 
are still asked to wear a mask (and to use the hand sanitiser and track and trace), but I 
hope that you will find a certain freedom in being able once more to express the joy of 
prayer in song. 
  
In the past couple of weeks we have heard some very disturbing news from different 
parts of the world, and we are urged to hold them all in our prayers. Most especially we 
are aware of the intense suffering of the people of Afghanistan.  Our bishops write 
: Afghanistan has been exposed to violence and war ever since the Soviet invasion in 1979. 
Now the country is once again experiencing the suffering caused by armed conflict, forced 
exile, and hunger, with the situation especially difficult for civilians.  To date c.300,000 
people - 80% of whom are women and children - have been forced to leave their 
homes. Speaking about the ongoing crisis, Pope Francis asked people to unite in prayer to 
"the God of peace so that the clamour of weapons might cease and solutions can be found 
at the table of dialogue." He added that only this way can the "battered population of that 
country – men, women, elderly and children... return to their own homes, and live in peace 
and security, in total mutual respect". 
  
Pope Francis has recently spoken about the “pandemic of hunger”.  He states : Hunger is 
caused to a large extent, by an unequal distribution of the fruits of the earth, in addition 
to the lack of investment in agriculture, the consequences of climate change and the 
increase in conflicts in different parts of the planet, as well as by the tonnes of food that 
are discarded. Faced with this reality we cannot remain insensitive or paralysed because 
we are all responsible.   Please see the appeal by CAFOD for the many people who are in 
need. https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/cafod-emergency-appeals/  They write 
: Ending hunger is possible if governments look first to end conflicts and allow 
humanitarian access to all areas where vulnerable people need life-saving aid…To end 
hunger permanently, governments must be willing and able to rebuild a sustainable and 
fairer global economy.   
  
Meanwhile on Wednesday, September 1st , we begin the Season of Creation with a day 
of special prayer for Creation.  (Please see the prayer section).  We will celebrate 

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/cafod-emergency-appeals/


 
 

 
 

Climate Sunday next weekend at our masses.  During this season we are encouraged to 
pray and engage in community events in order to deepen our relationship with our 
God, our neighbour and the earth we share, being ever more attentive to the cry of the 
earth and the cry of the poor. The need for us all to be involved in the work of limiting 
climate change is now clearer than ever.   The IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change) issued their latest report earlier this month.  They say that this is a 
grave warning to us of the fragile state of our planet.  They write :Some of the changes 
already set in motion—such as continued sea level rise—are irreversible over hundreds to 
thousands of years…The report provides new estimates of the chances of crossing the 
global warming level of 1.5°C in the next decades, and finds that unless there are 
immediate, rapid and large-scale reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, limiting 
warming to close to 1.5°C or even 2°C will be beyond reach. The report shows that 
emissions of greenhouse gases from human activities are responsible for approximately 
1.1°C of warming since 1850-1900, and finds that averaged over the next 20 years, global 
temperature is expected to reach or exceed 1.5°C of warming…For 1.5°C of global 
warming, there will be increasing heat waves, longer warm seasons and shorter cold 
seasons. At 2°C of global warming, heat extremes would more often reach critical 
tolerance thresholds for agriculture and health.  But they add : However, strong and 
sustained reductions in emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) and other greenhouse gases 
would limit climate change.  https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/social-action/care-for-
our-common-home/ 
Do please consider what you can do to help.  You may find this document 
helpful:  https://www.positive.news/environment/what-can-i-do-about-climate-
change-how-to-lower-your-carbon-footprint/ 
 I send you all my very best wishes. 
  
Yours.   
Fr Paul 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next copy of In Touch will be next week and will be back on a weekly basis 

Church Opening Times 
 

The church is now open from before the first office of the day until the end of the last 
one.  (Please see the website for details.) 

 
You are welcome to all offices and masses.   

On weekdays mass is celebrated at 5.30 pm, and on Saturdays at 9 am.   
Confessions take place on Sundays from 9 am till 9.30 am, and generally there is 

opportunity on Thursdays at 2 pm. 
 

Sunday mass is celebrated at 5 pm (Vigil mass on Saturday)  
and at 9.30 am on Sundays. 

 
There is Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on Thursdays from 2 pm 

till 3 pm, and on Fridays from 7 pm till 8 pm. 
 

Invitation to Mass, Abbatial Blessing and Reception for 
the seventh Abbot of Worth Dom Mark Barrett OSB at 

10.30am in the Abbey Church on Saturday 11th 
September.  

This will be followed by a reception at 11.45am in the 
Church Narthex and on the Piazza.  

Places are available on a first come, first served basis, 
please click on the link above. 

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/social-action/care-for-our-common-home/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/social-action/care-for-our-common-home/
https://www.positive.news/environment/what-can-i-do-about-climate-change-how-to-lower-your-carbon-footprint/
https://www.positive.news/environment/what-can-i-do-about-climate-change-how-to-lower-your-carbon-footprint/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1s9lKyx2rj9A0eXNnvdwHmJFwtZd2Md53pzTjUzE_Zm4/edit


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosary Group 
 
 
 
 

From Monday 6th September, 
The Rosary Group will meet in the 

Abbey Church after 
Vespers – 7:15pm until 8:15pm 
when Compline is due to begin; 

Please get in touch with 
Rachel Davies: 07801 696354 

A date for your diary 

Sunday, 26th September we are pleased to announce that the “Welcome Back” mass has now been arranged.  
Do please set this date aside and come to celebrate our parish community.  Mass will be at 11am and will be 

the only parish mass that weekend. 

Saturday, 23rd October, at 10 am. To help us all prepare for the Synod we are pleased to host a talk by 
Austen Ivereigh, author of two well know biographies of Pope Francis, and collaborator with him on his book, 

Let Us Dream.  Austen will speak about the Synod which begins in October and explain why this is so 
important to Pope Francis and the Church, and what we can all contribute to the process. 

 

YOUTH SERVICE CELEBRATION 40th ANNIVERSARY 

Sat 4th September 2.00 pm - 5.00 pm Arundel Cathedral Whether 
you have been on a Maryvale retreat, walked at a Youth gather, 

travelled overseas for World Youth Day/ Lourdes Redshirts, you will 
be welcome to join us as we remember, reminisce and rejoice! Join us 
for a Mass of thanksgiving followed by drinks and nibbles with friends 

old and new. 

 E: ruth.gerun@abdiocese.org.uk or click Youth Service 40th 
Anniversary Celebration (04-Sep-2021) · ChurchSuite Events to register. 

www.abdiocese.org.uk 

Marriage Anniversaries Mass 
Anyone celebrating a wedding anniversary that has particular significance for them is welcome to join the 
annual celebration of marriage at St Joseph’s Church in Guildford.   This year the celebration, with Bishop 

Richard, is on Saturday, 9th October with Mass at 11.30. 
In order that we can be Covid compliant we do ask that everyone books their space via our website. Please 
use the following link Diocesan Marriage Anniversaries Mass and Reception (09-Oct-2021) · ChurchSuite 

Events or contact the Diocesan Marriage & Family Life  Adviser, Katherine Bergin 
at Katherine.bergin@abdiocese.org.uk  (Places are limited to 150).   

We so look forward to celebrating with you! 
 

Refugees Welcome Crawley 
You are invited to a walk and / or tea in Balcombe 

Saturday 4th September, in aid of “Refugees Welcome Crawley” 
The walk will start from outside the Victory Hall, Stockcroft Rd, Balcombe RH17 6HP at 2.30 pm and will last 

for about 1 hour.  The tea will be at the Parish Room, next to the Victory Hall from 3.45 pm. There will be a 
short talk about RWC, a small raffle and some gift cards & plants on sale. 

RSVP to Pam: rwcsec2@gmail.com or 01444 811714.    Suggested donation for tea:  £5 
Cash/cheque on the day or online at https://www.justgiving.com/refugeeswelcomecrawley 

We hope you can come! 
 

10th Anniversary of the Syrian conflict 
How your donations have helped the Syrian people 

 
Thanks to your donations, CAFOD has been helping people in Syria since the crisis began 10 years ago.  

Over 12 million people have left their homes, 5.6 million are refugees in neighbouring countries and within 
Syria, 13 million people need help.  

At the beginning, our focus was on delivering food and blankets through our local church partners. Then we 
started providing education, health and legal services, and helping people earn a living.  

Our latest projects are supporting children, lonely elderly people, helping women learn to read, and helping 
people restart their small businesses.  

We’ve always planned for the long term, standing alongside people who lost everything.  
None of this work would have been possible without your support of CAFOD.  

Thank you. 
 

https://abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/l0x4omvx
https://abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/l0x4omvx
https://abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/kf7do9vu
https://abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/kf7do9vu
mailto:Katherine.bergin@abdiocese.org.uk
mailto:rwcsec2@gmail.com
https://www.justgiving.com/refugeeswelcomecrawley


 
 

 
 

Lipreading Classes   
Is your hearing not what it used to be?  

Let your eyes help your ears 
Build confidence, improve lipreading skills and have fun 

Learn in a friendly mixed ability group 
ALL WELCOME 

Commencing 2pm Monday 4th October 2021 • Community Centre Forest Row   
For more information please contact: Hilary Lagden  

01825 724393 • 07971 708012 
Email: hilarylagden27@gmail.com 

ATLA Trained Lipreading Tutor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lectio Divina 
Would anyone like to join a Lectio Divina group on line?  Lectio is a popular way of praying with the 

Scriptures, and is very simple.  We use the Sunday Gospel reading.  You would not need to do any 
preparation, and the sessions will last for only half an hour.   Lectio consists in simply reading the passage 

slowly and letting God speak to your heart.  There’s no obligation to share anything, but we have the 
support of doing the reading with one another.  We can send you some hints about lectio, if you would like 
this, or look on the website.  Please let us know if you would like to join the group – parish@worth.org.uk   

This will take place on Saturday mornings, at 12 noon (new time, permanent change).   
I look forward to hearing from you. 

 
First Holy Communion 

Please let the parish know if your son or daughter 
would like to make their First Holy Communion next 
year.  The date of the celebration will be in May, by 
which time your child should have completed their 

eighth year.  The course will begin in September, and 
we will issue more details once the inscriptions come 

in and the possibilities of meeting become clearer. 
This list will be closed, therefore please send the 

details of any applicants straight away 

Confirmation 
Would your son or daughter like to make their 

confirmation next year?  We hope to form a 
group for preparation in September, and the 

sacrament will be celebrated in May next 
year.  Candidates should about fourteen or 

fifteen years old.  Please get in touch with the 
parish office. 

This list will be closed, therefore please send 
the details of any applicants straight away 

 

Day for Catechists 
You may be aware that we are holding a gathering of our Catechists, at Worth Abbey on  

25th September.  If you would like to join us please click on this link Day for Catechists (25-Sep-2021) · 
ChurchSuite Events to complete our booking form, and for more information. 

If you have already booked, thank you.  Please spread the word, and we look forward to seeing you there. 
 

Alpha 
 
 

Alpha is an opportunity to ask the questions and explore Christian Beliefs in a friendly way in a 
social context. Each evening we share a light supper, watch a short film, and then talk with others in a 
small friendly group. You will be joined by like-minded people asking questions about faith and 

discussing their own search for faith. 
 

Is Alpha for me? 

 Are you questioning the existence of God       Have you begun a relationship with God  

 Are you on your personal faith journey           Are you a practicing Christian  

If you answered yes to any of these questions then we would love to welcome, you. 
Alpha is for us all regardless of how confident we are in our beliefs. 

 
If you are interested, and want to know more about the programme, 

Email: alpha_worth@outlook.com  and let us know how you would like to be contacted.  
 

mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
https://abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/hxnin9a4
https://abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/hxnin9a4
mailto:alpha_worth@outlook.com


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers 

 

Please pray for the people of Afghanistan, and for all who are trying to help them.   
Please pray that world leaders may be given the wisdom to know how best to respond. 

 
On Wednesday, September 1st we begin the Season of Creation.  Please use the following prayer for 

Creation during this month: 
 

Father, Lord of all creation, 
we praise you with all your creatures 

and the whole universe that comes forth from the work of Your hands. 
We acknowledge the privilege and responsibility 

that You give us as stewards of Your creation. 
In our ignorance we have done damage to our common home 

and our brothers and sisters are suffering. 
Through faithfully following your Son 

guide and direct us to prepare for a better future. 
Teach us to contemplate You in the beauty of the universe, 

for all things speak of You. 
Give us the grace to recognise, respect and protect all You have created, 

using wisely all that you have entrusted to us. 
Holy Spirit, who first hovered over the dawn of creation and drew order out of the chaos 

help us to build your kingdom of justice, love, peace and beauty where the poor of the earth are crying out. 
You, who live and reign, world without end, Amen. 

 
Please continue to pray for Michael Grech.  Michael is still seriously unwell, but is back at home. 

Please pray also for his wife, Mavis. 
 

Please for Ann Billingshurst who faces surgery. 
 

Please pray for the continued healing of Laura Rawlinson. Please pray for her family. 
 

  
 

“I love it when a plan comes together”  
 

So says Colonel John “Hannibal” Smith of The “A” Team.  
There is one Plan that is so perfect, with a many plot twists and unexpected scenarios, which it is  

well worth searching out.  If you would like to be part of this Treasure Hunt to delve into this Perfect Plan 
then please join us in a 12 week Bible Study to discover its secrets. We hope to begin the search in early 

September, day and time to be arranged.  
If interested please contact Fr. Paul Fleetwood at parish@worth.org.uk or Jenny Chapman at 

jennykchapman@gmail.com 
 

Sign up for CAFOD’s climate event 

Pope Francis has confirmed that he will be attending the COP26 Climate talks in Glasgow this November. 

This sends a clear signal to the world about how pressing the climate crisis is for the Church. 

Come along to our Faith in Action Day on Saturday 11 September from 11am and learn more about this 

year’s ‘COP26’ climate talks and Pope Francis’s call to action. You will hear from people in the Amazon who 

are leading the fight to care for our common home and learn how you can get involved. 

Confirmed speakers include Josianne Gauthier (CIDSE Secretary General), Claudelice Silva dos Santos 

(Amazon and human rights defender), youth Catholic activists and lots more. 

To Register click Faith in Action Day 2021 | CAFOD 

https://cafod.org.uk/News/Events/Faith-in-Action-Day-2021?utm_source=the%20catholic%20agency%20for%20overseas%20development%20(cafod)&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CAM+Email+Faith+in+Action+Day+August+Invitation+2021&utm_term=https%3a%2f%2fcafod.org.uk%2fNews%2fEvents%2fFaith-in-Action-Day-2021&utm_id=186642&sfmc_id=28858719


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For regular items, please see the website: 

For readings for the coming week, see Universalis:  Universalis  
 

For children and young people’s prayer, see CAFOD’s material:  Children Resources 

 

For prayers and anniversaries see our homepage:   https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/ 

  

Our new Facebook page:   Parish Facebook  

 

Children’s Junior Church liturgy:  Junior Church  

 

Diocesan Family Materials:  Family Materials 

 

Parish Giving:  Parish Giving 

 

For D’Arcy’s music, please visit our website homepage under Organ voluntaries: 

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/ 

 

 

Daily Readings  

Monday – 1 Thess 4:13-18    Luke 4:16-30 

Tuesday – 1 Thess 5:1-6, 9-11    Luke 4:31-37 

Wednesday – Col 1:1-8    Luke 4:38-44 

Thursday – Col 1:9-14    Luke 5:1-11 

Friday – Col 1:15-20    Luke 5:33-39 (St Gregory the Great) 

Saturday – Col 1:21-23    Luke 6:1-5  

 

Next Sunday’s Readings: Twenty Third Sunday in OT 

1st Reading – Isaiah 35:4-7         2nd Reading – James 2:1-5 

Gospel: Mark 7:31-37 

“He makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak” 

Anniversaries 

Please pray for the Souls of – Albert Sullivan, Veronica Tritton, Agnes Trinham, Dom Benedict Sankey, 
David Barwell, Peter Grace, Margaret Owers, David Carter, Reg Parker, Rorie Duncan,  
Bridget Cheal Snelling, Norman Maddock, Alexandra Church, Charles Hurdman, Michael Burke,  
Matthew Lovell, John Blake and Anton Wasylkiw. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in 
peace. Amen. 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk       Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313     Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk               

(Parish office is currently closed please email and we will be in touch)     

  

Secretary: Maria Stribbling (currently working from home 9am-1pm Tuesday/Wednesday))      

Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 

Any cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at parish@worth.org.uk 

(by Wednesday 10am) 

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer intentions, 

please let Fr Paul know. 

http://www.universalis.com/Europe.England.Arundel/mass.html
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/coronavirus-resources-for-children-young-people-and-their-families/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Worth-Abbey-Parish-104966314630759/?view_public_for=104966314630759
https://www.facebook.com/colourandshapeonline/
https://abliturgy.wordpress.com/family-materials/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/about-us/parish-giving/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk

