MONTHLY
REFLECTION

JULY
Welcome to the monthly
Invited reflection from the
Formation Team.
On Thursday 29th July we celebrate the
feast of Saints Martha, Mary, and
Lazarus.
You are ‘Invited’ to reflect on part of the
Gospel for this Feast: John 11.
Perhaps take some time to reflect on
this reading, read it several times and
notice if anything particularly strikes
you.

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of
Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed
the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her
brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus,
“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” When Jesus arrived, he found
that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.
When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met
him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even
now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of
him.” When she had said this, she went back and called her
sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is
calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and
went to him. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him,
she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died.”
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with
her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and
deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said
to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the
Jews said, “See how he loved him!” Then Jesus, again greatly
disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was
lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” So they took
away the stone. When he had said this, he cried with a loud
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands
and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a
cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

In this passage we a see a perfect depiction of Jesus’ humanity and his divinity.
In his humanity he weeps for the loss of his friend, in his divinity he raises this same friend back to life.
Take some time to read through this passage a few times and see if a word or phrase strikes you.
Pray about that with Jesus, knowing that he is with you as a divine yet human friend.

Here are some questions to help you reflect a bit more on this passage:
•

Do we have the faith of Martha, trusting in Jesus completely? Ask the Lord to strengthen your
faith.

•

Do we respond like Mary, getting up quickly and going to the Lord when we realise, he is calling
us? Ask the Lord to deepen your trust in him.

•

Jesus was greatly disturbed at the suffering of his friends, in his great love for us he is disturbed
when we suffer too. How does that make you feel?

•

Imagine the joy that everyone felt when Lazarus came back to life. Take some time to reflect on
how overwhelmed everyone must have been by this phenomenal miracle.

•

Jesus said, ‘Unbind him, and let him go’. What binds us? What holds us back? Jesus can free us
from these things as easily as he raised Lazarus from the dead. Spend some time with Jesus,
thinking about that now.
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