
 
 

Worth Abbey                                          ORGAN MUSIC             

 

24 & 25 July 2021       17th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

Saturday 24 July 2021: 5pm Mass   &  Sunday 4 July 2021: 9.30am Mass    

 

Communion Choral phrygien  Jehan Alain (1911-1940) 
 
Voluntary Sortie, Op.62/3   Marcel Dupré (1886-1971) 
 

A year before his death Dupré, who for much of the century had been one of the – some might say the – organists of 

the world, was invited to contribute three pieces to a volume of organ music that the Swiss Edition Eulenburg in 

Zürich was publishing.  

 

Contemporary Organ Music for Liturgical Use was a collection of 72 pieces by composers who were both and less well-

known and – including a number of famous performers. The intention was also that the pieces in the volume would 

be easily accessible (and usable) for organists of modest means – thus enlarging the repertoire available to them with 

modern music.  

     

Dupré wrote a triptych comprising Entrée, Canzona and this Sortie. They are typical of the kind of improvisations he 

himself would have played at the masses of Saint-Sulpice in Paris where he had been organist since 1934 when he 

succeeded his master, Widor. 

 

At communion we hear music from one of Dupré’s many famous pupils – Jehan Alain, whose remarkably promising 

career as a composer was brought to a tragically early end on 20 June 1940. Working as a despatch rider in WWII, he 

was on a reconnaissance mission on the east side of Saumur where he encountered a group of German soldiers at Le 

Petit-Puy. Coming around a curve, and hearing the approaching tread of the Germans, he abandoned his motorcycle 

and engaged the enemy troops with his carbine, killing 16 of them before being killed himself. When his body was 

found – slumped across his bike - his satchel lay open, leaves of music he had been writing blowing freely in the wind 

around the field...  

 

    

 

 

D’Arcy Trinkwon ~  Abbey Organist  

 


