
 
 

 
 

               In Touch 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

19th / 20th June 2021                                              Twelfth Sunday in OT (year B)                                                                   No: 1262 

 

Dear Parishioners 

We Cannot Walk Alone 

This is the slogan of Refugee Week which we are celebrating all this week.  On Sunday, 

most especially, we are asked to pray for refugees around the world.  (Please see: 

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/refugee-week-14th-20th-june-2021/) 

Migrants and refugees are people very close to God’s heart.  God reveals Himself to be the 

God who protects the stranger, and His people are reminded that they were all strangers in 

Egypt, and therefore the experience of the immigrant, of the asylum-seeker, is the experience 

of each one of them, of each one of us, and a part of their, and our, identity.  Do not oppress 

an alien; you yourselves know how it feels to be aliens, because you were aliens in 

Egypt.  (Ex 23.9)  Again, reflecting on the ownership of land, another author affirms that 

land is not ours to fence around and exclude those who may need to enter, because we are 

not the owners, but rather God, and He simply “lends” it to us: The land must not be sold 

permanently, because the land is mine and you are but aliens and my tenants.  (Lev. 

25.23)  The concept of national sovereignty in the Bible is strictly limited by that of God’s 

sovereignty and the demands of His Kingdom. 

A recent document produced for the UN by leaders of many faiths asserts: A core value of 

my faith is to welcome the stranger, the refugee, the internally displaced, the other. I shall 

treat him or her as I would like to be treated. I will challenge others, even leaders in my faith 

community, to do the same.  Please see:  https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2021/06/Welcoming-the-Stranger.pdf 

You will remember that one of the first of Pope Francis’ symbolic actions was to visit the 

island of Lampedusa, an Italian possession and the most southerly part of Europe, and the 

site of many tragic shipwrecks which brought death to countless asylum seekers fleeing 

violence from North Africa.  In Fratelli Tutti, writing about the demand for solidarity with 

those in need, he wrote: Migrants are not seen as entitled like others to participate in the life 

of society, and it is forgotten that they possess the same intrinsic dignity as any person. 

Hence they ought to be “agents in their own redemption”.   No one will ever openly deny 

that they are human beings, yet in practice, by our decisions and the way we treat them, we 

can show that we consider them less worthy, less important, less human. For Christians, this 

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/refugee-week-14th-20th-june-2021/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Welcoming-the-Stranger.pdf
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Welcoming-the-Stranger.pdf


 
 

 
 

way of thinking and acting is unacceptable, since it sets certain political preferences above 

deep convictions of our faith: the inalienable dignity of each human person regardless of 

origin, race or religion, and the supreme law of fraternal love. 

Sarah Teather, at the Jesuit Refugee Centre, writes of the experience of those seeking asylum 

in the UK: The system retraumatises people and creates insurmountable barriers…It 

approaches them with suspicion and greets them with a hostile environment.  The report 

written by JRS, Being Human in the Asylum System, envisages a person-centred system, and 

challenges us according to the principles of Catholic Social Teaching, in solidarity with the 

most marginalised.  Please see: https://www.jrsuk.net/being-human/ 

Please pray for refugees around the world, and please see our website for more excellent 

material https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/refugee-week-14th-20th-june-2021/ 

I send you all my very best wishes and my prayers.   Fr Paul 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Opening Times 

Mass at on Saturdays at 5pm 
Click here for live streaming:   5pm live video streaming, 

Mass on Sundays at 9.30am 

Mass on Tuesdays at 10.00am 
(The Church will remain open on Tuesdays until 12 noon for private prayer). 

Private prayer on Thursdays at 2 pm, with the opportunity for confession. 
(Please note only the East door of the church (on the lower level) will be open. 

Confession will be available in the Unity Room from 9am on Sundays before mass. 
 

Tuesday, 29th June is the Feast of Sts Peter and Paul, and a Holy Day of 
Obligation.  Mass will be celebrated on the Vigil, Monday, at 7.30 pm, and  

on the day at 10 am. 

A date for your diary 
 

   It is now clear that our proposed “Welcome Back” 
mass cannot take place in June.  Instead we will take a 

Sunday in September for this celebration.   
Please watch for an announcement. 

Refugee Week 
 

From 14th to 20th June we celebrate 
Refugee Week.   

Please see our website: 
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/

refugee-week-14th-20th-june-2021/ 
 

Finding Stillness 
 

“Be still and know that I am God” Psalm 46:10.   An experimental hybrid retreat where you are invited to 
come to Worth or join the retreat online FINDING STILLNESS The Open Cloister @ Worth Abbey on  

Tuesday 24th-Thursday 26th August. 
 For further information or to book your place online go to: worth.co.uk/retreats/online-retreats  

Enquiries: toc@worth.org.uk 

https://www.jrsuk.net/being-human/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/refugee-week-14th-20th-june-2021/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/worship/mass-times/parish-mass-video-live-streaming/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/refugee-week-14th-20th-june-2021/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/refugee-week-14th-20th-june-2021/


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lectio Divina 
Would anyone like to join a Lectio Divina group on line?  Lectio is a popular way of praying with the 

Scriptures, and is very simple.  We use the Sunday Gospel reading.  You would not need to do any 
preparation, and the sessions will last for only half an hour.   Lectio consists in simply reading the passage 

slowly and letting God speak to your heart.  There’s no obligation to share anything, but we have the 
support of doing the reading with one another.  We can send you some hints about lectio, if you would like 
this, or look on the website.  Please let us know if you would like to join the group – parish@worth.org.uk   

This will take place on Saturday mornings, at 12 noon (new time, permanent change).   
I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Online Rosary Group 
 
 
 
 

Would anyone like to join an on-line rosary 
group?  They meet every Wednesday at  

7 pm.  Please get in touch with  
Rachel Davies: 07801 696354 

Safe Spaces 
 

Safe Spaces is a free and independent support service, providing a confidential, personal and safe space for 
anyone who has been abused by someone in the Church or as a result of their relationship with the Church 

of England, the Catholic Church of England and Wales or the Church in Wales. 
Our Services are for people aged 18 or over, regardless of whether the abuse occurred recently or in the 

past, or whether the perpetrator is living or deceased. You do not have to have reported the incident to the 
Church authorities or the Police in order to access support. Our service is for people who have experienced 

any kind of abuse – this includes (but is not limited to) sexual violence, inappropriate sexual behaviour, 
physical abuse, financial abuse or exploitation, psychological abuse (including spiritual abuse), domestic 

abuse, coercive and controlling behaviour 
How can we help? Remote support is provided nationally through our helpline and Live Chat for as long as 

our clients feel they need it and it is deemed to be helpful. We can help with advocating with authorities 
and other agencies, giving you emotional support, providing information (including information on church 

and police procedures), understanding your needs and working together on individual support plans. 
 

Opening Times: Mon/Tue/Wed/Fri/Sat: 10am – 6pm, Thursday: 12pm – 8pm 
Website: www.safespacesenglandandwales.org.uk/ 

Email: safespaces@victimsupport.org.uk 
Phone number: 0300 303 1056 

CAFOD (Reclaim our common home) 
Take action to stop the climate crisis!  This year, the eyes of the world will be on Britain as we host world 

leaders for the UN “COP26” climate talks. 
Call on the Prime Minister to use this historic opportunity to protect our common home. 

“….Climate change is the global problem with serious implications……It represents one of the principal 
challenges facing humanity in our day” (Pope Francis).  Sign the CAFD Petition at cafod.org.uk/reclaim 

 
 First Holy Communion 

Please let the parish know if your son or daughter would 
like to make their First Holy Communion next year.  The 

date of the celebration will be in May, by which time 
your child should have completed their eighth year.  The 
course will begin in September, and we will issue more 

details once the inscriptions come in and the possibilities 
of meeting become clearer. 

Confirmation 
Would your son or daughter like to make 
their confirmation next year?  We hope to 

form a group for preparation in September, 
and the sacrament will be celebrated in May 
next year.  Candidates should about fourteen 
or fifteen years old.  Please get in touch with 

the parish office. 

Day for Catechists 
 

You may be aware that we are holding a gathering of our 
Catechists, at Worth Abbey on 25th September.  If you 

would like to join us please click on this link Day for 
Catechists (25-Sep-2021) · ChurchSuite Events to 

complete our booking form, and for more information. 
If you have already booked, thank you.  Please spread the 

word, and we look forward to seeing you there. 
 

mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
http://www.safespacesenglandandwales.org.uk/
https://abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/hxnin9a4
https://abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/hxnin9a4


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Pilgrimage of Mission, Healing & Renewal 
The pilgrimage dates are 23rd July – 29th July 2021 

Applications close 31st May.  Open to Pilgrims, Families, Students from years 12 & 13 (Blueshirts) and Years 
10 & 11 (Redshirts) 

For further information and the Application Form link go to 2021.ablourdes.org or contact the Pilgrimage 
Office by phone on 01403 740110 or by email on office@ablourdes.org 

The 2021 Pilgrimage is only open to those who do not have a condition that makes them susceptible to  
CV-19.  Please see website for more details. 

Mass for Engaged Couples 
Join Bishop Richard for a special Mass on Friday 
25th June at 7.00pm, celebrating the momentous 

journey of discernment that is engagement 
towards lifelong commitment made by couples 

preparing for marriage.  We look forward to 
meeting many engaged couples from across the 

Diocese and sharing in their joy.   
To book a place, please contact our Marriage and 

Family Life Adviser:  
Katherine.bergin@abdiocese.org.uk 

CRAWLEY INTERFAITH NETWORK 
 

Zoom Meeting -  
"Baha'i Community management of the Pandemic". 

SPEAKER: Simon Ward 
Date:  Thursday 24th June 2021 

Time:  7.30 pm 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89720504245?pwd=a

2lHVnF6SEQwYjAwVWx4VTV3V3Fxdz09 
Meeting ID: 897 2050 4245 

Passcode: 643587 
 

Website: https://www.crawleyinter-faith.com/ 
 

Face Book: 
www.facebook.com/Crawley-Interfaith-Network- 

527183677396243 
 

For Further Information Contact:  Iyad Daoud: 
iyadhdaoud@yahoo.co.uk, 

01293 883372 
 

Message 
“I am Bei, a part time mandarin teacher at worth 

school. 
I am currently living in Reading, but to get involved 

more in school, I might need to move to Crawley 
and live there and find an accommodation there, 

would you know anyone who is in the church has a 
room to rent out?  If so, I would like to get in touch 

with them.”   
Please contact the office if you can help.   

Thank you. 

Step into the Gap 
Are you aged 18-30? CAFOD offers a gap year programme called Step into the Gap. As part of the 10-month 
programme, you will be based in either a youth retreat centre, university chaplaincy or a secondary school 
chaplaincy team gaining new skills, developing as a leader and gaining work experience. Accommodation 

and travel expenses are included. Full time placements include stipends. Find out more information 
including how to apply at www.cafod.org.uk/gapyear 

 

Grandparents Annual Pilgrimage 
Wednesday 7th July 10.30 - 15.00 at The Church of Our Lady of Consolation & St Francis, Park Lane, West 

Grinstead, RH13 8LT 
The day will include Adoration and Reconciliation, Stations of the Cross, an opportunity to visit the Secret 
Chapel (flat shoes advised), Mass with Bishop Richard, and the opportunity to meet and chat with other 

Grandparents. Coffee and tea will be provided, but please bring a packed lunch. Please note that parking is 
limited. Please click here to book your place or contact our Marriage and Family Life Adviser  

Email: katherine.bergin@abdiocese.org.uk 

mailto:office@ablourdes.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89720504245?pwd=a2lHVnF6SEQwYjAwVWx4VTV3V3Fxdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89720504245?pwd=a2lHVnF6SEQwYjAwVWx4VTV3V3Fxdz09
https://www.crawleyinter-faith.com/
http://www.facebook.com/Crawley-Interfaith-Network-
mailto:iyadhdaoud@yahoo.co.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cafod.org.uk%2Fgapyear&data=04%7C01%7CRosie.Read%40abdiocese.org.uk%7C13c3be59922c4e48e35a08d91f68154e%7C2bf5dbc217ef4efca1c9ab2dc4edefd0%7C0%7C0%7C637575354606103431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=P464rL0vBWWjxRP18DfodMpY7m031CNJ9Mig5u4e7os%3D&reserved=0


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For regular items, please see the website: 

For readings for the coming week, see Universalis:  
Universalis  

 

For children and young people’s prayer, see CAFOD’s material:  

Children Resources 

 

For prayers and anniversaries see our homepage: 

 https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/ 

  

Our new Facebook page: 

 Parish Facebook  

 

Children’s Junior Church liturgy:  

Junior Church  
 

Diocesan Family Materials:  

Family Materials 

 

Parish Giving: 

Parish Giving 

 

For D’Arcy’s music, please visit our website homepage under Organ voluntaries: 

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/ 

 

 Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk       Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313     Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk               

(Parish office is currently closed please email and we will be in touch)     

  

Secretary: Maria Stribbling (currently working from home 9am-1pm Tuesday/Wednesday))      

Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 

Any cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at parish@worth.org.uk 

(by Wednesday 10am) 

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer intentions, 

please let Fr Paul know. 

http://www.universalis.com/Europe.England.Arundel/mass.html
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/coronavirus-resources-for-children-young-people-and-their-families/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Worth-Abbey-Parish-104966314630759/?view_public_for=104966314630759
https://www.facebook.com/colourandshapeonline/
https://abliturgy.wordpress.com/family-materials/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/about-us/parish-giving/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk

