
 
 

Worth Abbey                              ORGAN MUSIC             

 

 

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time: June 19-20, 2021 

 

Saturday 19 June: 5pm Mass  &  Sunday 20 June: 9.30am Mass      

Communion Méditation                                                                                    Gabriel Dupont (1878-1914) 
 

Voluntary Sonata No.5 in C minor, Op. 80: I. Allegro appassionato   Alexandre Guilmant (1837-1911) 

 

Probably inspired by his father – who was the organist of the Abbey aux Hommes of Saint-Etienne, Caen – Dupont 

took up the organ, and, after studies in the regional conservatoire (where his teachers included Massenet for 

composition) he went to Paris to study with Guilmant and Widor – of whom he became a favourite pupil. In 1901 he 

won Second Prize in the Prix de Rome outpacing a young Maurice Ravel in the process.  

Although tuberculosis saw him to an early grave, Dupont had already by written several successful operas (one seeing 

great success at La Scala), some piano music, a quartet, songs, and symphonic poems.   

Among his few, now forgotten, organ pieces is this rarely heard Méditation. Written around 1893, when he was about 

15 and had just started his studies in the Caen Conservatoire, it is a work of simple beauty and charm, its wistful 

melody floating down on a flute over restful accompaniment. A more involved central core develops, only to subside 

and return us once again to the opening melody, its accompaniment now slightly modified.      

Born in Boulogne-sur-mer, Guilmant succeeded his father (who was his first teacher) as Organist of Église Saint-

Joseph before he went to Brussels to study with Lemmens - whose own master, Hesse, descended a direct line of study 

from Bach himself. In 1871 he moved to Paris and became Organist at La Trinité – a post he held for 30 years until an 

‘intrigue’ (which involved the church having work done on the organ whilst he was away and without his approval) 

caused his resignation. A founder of the Schola Cantorum, he was appointed Professor of Organ at the Conservatoire 

in 1896 following Widor.   

He was one of the first world-travelling organ virtuosos – and his travels included several to North America. One of 

these, in 1904, he gave more than 40 recitals at the St Louis Exposition -  then the largest organ of the world. Together 

with Widor, he is regarded as the ‘father’ of the French virtuoso organ school - and as a teacher, his students included 

many who later became luminaries – none more than m Dupré. (Dupont – who Méditation is heard at Communion 

was another of his pupils).  

A tireless editor, scholar and pedagogue, Guilmant was a prolific composer. In his compositions he sought not to 

expand or explore new musical horizons as much as to create beautiful music that was appealing and could be both 

useful and draw people to the organ and the church. Thus his compositions - always noble, genteel and refined - are 

melodic, uplifting and devout.  

He wrote eight sonatas for the organ; the fifth was written in 1894. This first movement is a heroic and passionate 

march, its conclusion grand and spectacular with some unexpected harmonic twists.  

     
 

                                                                                                   D’Arcy Trinkwon                        Abbey Organist                                        
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