
 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

  

The people of Israel were not natural sailors. The great oceans were, for them, 

an alien and terrifying place. We see this expressed in this Sunday’s psalm and 

in the first reading. God, speaking to Job, reminds us all that only He is all 

powerful, emphasised by his power over the seas.   

  

Perhaps there is a tendency for us to forget the omnipotence  - the all-

encompassing power – of God. Certainly, in a secular society that tends to 

emphasise humanity’s abilities, self-reliance and over-confidence, the abiding, 

active, powerful presence of God can often be ignored. We do so at our peril.  I 

offer this thought not to diminish the gifts of humanity – themselves God given – 

but as a reminder of the call of the Christian to measure everything we have 

and are in the context of God’s presence amongst us. 

  

In Sunday’s Gospel, the weakness of humanity is seen against the power that 

the Lord has over the natural world. The response of the disciples to the storm 

was one of anxiety, fright and fear. Their skill as fishermen on the Sea of 

Galilee was not enough. In this place of anxiety and distress, it was only the all-

powerful Lord who could dispel fear and bring peace – for the presence, power 

and love of God overcome all things.    

  

It is important for us to remember that we do not – cannot – have all the 

answers. There will be times when our human understanding, coupled, 

perhaps, with a little too much self-belief fails. This is a moment of grace, for it 

is at this moment that we realise that we must turn to the Lord, whose love, as 

St. Paul explains in the Second Reading this Sunday, overwhelms us.    

  



 

As disciples of Christ, this awareness that we have of the Lord’s place in our 

lives and in the life of the world is one of the greatest gifts that we can offer to 

humanity.   

   

With every Blessing, 

  

+ Richard 


