
 
 

 
 

               In Touch 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8th / 9th May 2021                                            Sixth Sunday of Easter Sunday (year B)                                                         No: 1258 

 

Dear Parishioners 

  

I hope that you and your families continue well.  It is a great pleasure to welcome you to 

mass, and to see more and more coming each week.  As always, I send my prayers for you 

all. 

  

This coming week has been designated Marriage Week, and the Bishops encourage couples 

to reflect on the gift of marriage.  They offer us a quotation from Pope Francis: Marriage is 

like a plant. It is not an armoire, which is placed there, in the room, and it’s enough to dust 

it every once in a while. A plant is alive, and it needs to be cared for every day: to see how it 

is doing, to give it water, and so it goes. Marriage is a living reality: the life of a couple 

should never be taken for granted, in any phase of a family’s journey.  You might like to 

explore a resource called Marriage Matters (Marriage Matters (twoinoneflesh.org.uk)  They offer a 

short reflection each week on the Sunday Gospel for couples to meditate together.  For this 

coming Sunday, Sixth Sunday of Easter, year B, they give this reflection:”Love one another 
as I have loved you”. With these words Jesus spells out God’s plan for marriage. As husband 
and wife we are called each day to give our lives to each other as completely as we are 
able. From today let us decide to reflect this ‘sign’ of God’s love to our children, our family 
and our friends.  They add a quotation from a recent Synod: 

“The personal encounter with Christ through reading the Word of God together at home 

constitutes an inspired source of daily living for couples.” 

  

You might also like to share this prayer together: 
  

God of love, 

Thank you for our marriage; 

For shared laughter and tears; 

for strength in our weakness, 

And enough for life each day. 

Thank you for the gifts we bring each other, 

And bless us as we grow together in love, 

Through all that life brings through the years. 

Amen. 

  

Meanwhile, you may have noticed that it was Stop Food Waste Day last week.  Do look at 

their website - https://www.stopfoodwasteday.com/en/index.html  They present some 

striking figures there: 

http://www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk/MarriageMatters.html
https://www.stopfoodwasteday.com/en/index.html


 
 

 
 

33% of all food produced globally is lost or wasted every year; 45% of root crops, 

fruit and vegetables produced globally is lost or wasted per year; 

$1,866 is the annual cost of food wasted by the average American family; 25% of the food 

wasted globally could feed all 795 million undernourished people in the world; 

8% of all greenhouse gas emissions each year are due to food loss and waste. 

  
Food for thought!  Thank you for your continued support of the local Food Banks. 

Finally, do please see below for the times of masses for the Feast of The Ascension, next 

Thursday, 13
th

, and the Vigil mass. 

  

I send you all my very best wishes. 

  

Fr Paul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Opening Times 

Mass at on Saturdays at 5pm 
Click here for live streaming:   5pm live video streaming, 

Mass on Sundays at 9.30am 

Mass on Tuesdays at 10.00am 
(The Church will remain open on Tuesdays until 12 noon for private prayer). 

Private prayer on Thursdays at 2 pm, with the opportunity for confession. 
(Please note only the East door of the church (on the lower level) will be open. 

Confession will be available in the Unity Room from 9am on Sundays before mass. 
 

Thursday, 13th May, is the Feast of the Ascension, and a  
Holy Day of Obligation.  There will be mass at 10 am that day.   

(This will replace the normal mass on Tuesday at 10 am.)   

There will also be the usual Vigil mass on Wednesday, 12th, at 7.30 pm. 

Lectio Divina 
Would anyone like to join a Lectio Divina group on line?  Lectio is a popular way of praying with the 

Scriptures, and is very simple.  We use the Sunday Gospel reading.  You would not need to do any 
preparation, and the sessions will last for only half an hour.   Lectio consists in simply reading the passage 

slowly and letting God speak to your heart.  There’s no obligation to share anything, but we have the support 
of doing the reading with one another.  We can send you some hints about lectio, if you would like this, or 

look on the website.  Please let us know if you would like to join the group – parish@worth.org.uk   
This will take place on Saturday mornings, at 11 am. I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Please note that there will be three way traffic lights outside the Abbey entrance of Worth from 

10th till 21st May.  Please allow extra time for engagements. 

Rosary Missions 
Bishop Richard writes: Pope Francis' Rosary Mission begins in May and will include 30 Marian Shrines from 
across the world.  Our Lady’s Shrine at Walsingham is going to be the first Shrine featured during the Holy 

Father’s Rosary Mission, with the recitation of the rosary streamed from Walsingham to the Vatican so that 
Pope Francis can join the broadcast live. Catholics across the globe are encouraged to dedicate the Marian 

month of May to praying for an end to the present Covid-19 pandemic, with Walsingham's intention 
offered for those who have lost their lives across the world. Click here to visit their website and find out 

more. 

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/worship/mass-times/parish-mass-video-live-streaming/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
https://abdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6&id=576ce8e028&e=39eafcb504
https://abdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6&id=9a01635fd0&e=39eafcb504


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers 

Please pray for the continued healing of Laura Rawlinson. Please pray for her family. 

 
Working for your kingdom 

Lord Jesus, give us the grace to hear your voice, and the strength to continue  
working for your kingdom in this time of pandemic. 

Do not allow us to be indifferent to those who today suffer the loss of a loved one, or  
who suffer from the absence of work. 

But give us the courage to accompany and side with those who suffer violence or injustice.  
Amen. 

 

Anniversaries 

Please pray for the Souls of – Jim Kilduff, Hilary Walker, Peter Hutchings, Sam Bryant, Stan Bogacz, 
Pamela Kennedy, Wendy Horton and Mrs Neve. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest 
in peace. Amen. 

A Pilgrimage of Mission, Healing & Renewal.   

The pilgrimage dates are 23rd July – 29th July 2021 
Applications close 31st May.  Open to Pilgrims, Families, Students from years 12 & 13 (Blueshirts) and Years 

10 & 11 (Redshirts) 
For further information and the Application Form link go to 2021.ablourdes.org or contact the Pilgrimage 

Office by phone on 01403 740110 or by email on office@ablourdes.org 
The 2021 Pilgrimage is only open to those who do not have a condition that makes them susceptible to  

CV-19.  Please see website for more details. 

CAFOD aid for India 

 India is facing a devastating second wave of coronavirus. The country has confirmed more than 16 million 
cases with more than 200,000 deaths to date. The pandemic has put a huge strain on the medical infrastructure 
of the country, with hospitals unable to cope with the influx of patients.  CAFOD has already pledged £200,000 
to their partners Caritas India who will distribute medical kits and set up temporary treatment centres, as 

well as providing PPE to frontline health workers. They are also helping families to provide home-based care 
for mild cases, raising awareness of the vaccine, and how to avoid further spread of the virus. You can read 

more about CAFOD's response here    
You can also make a contribution to CAFOD’s emergency appeal through their website. 

Abbatial Election 
Parishioners are asked to join the monastic community in prayer ahead of the abbatial election on  

Tuesday 8th June.  
This comes at the completion of Abbot Luke’s 8 year term.  The community is preparing through prayer and 

reflection for the election, and looks forward in faith and hope to the next 8 years under a new abbot. 
 

Mass for Engaged Couples 

Join Bishop Richard for a special Mass on Friday 25th June at 7.00pm, celebrating the momentous journey 
of discernment that is engagement towards lifelong commitment made by couples preparing for marriage.  

We look forward to meeting many engaged couples from across the Diocese and sharing in their joy. 

To book a place, please contact our Marriage and Family Life Adviser:  Katherine.bergin@abdiocese.org.uk 

Online Rosary Group 
Would anyone like to join an on-line rosary group?  They meet every Wednesday at 7 pm.   

Please get in touch with Rachel Davies : 07801 696 354 

mailto:office@ablourdes.org
https://abdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6&id=7b5fe75805&e=39eafcb504
https://abdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6&id=7b5fe75805&e=39eafcb504


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For regular items, please see the website: 

For readings for the coming week, see Universalis:  
Universalis  

 

For children and young people’s prayer, see CAFOD’s material:  

Children Resources 

 

For prayers and anniversaries see our homepage: 

 https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/ 

  

Our new Facebook page: 

 Parish Facebook  

 

Children’s Junior Church liturgy:  

Junior Church  
 

Diocesan Family Materials:  

Family Materials 

 

Parish Giving: 

Parish Giving 

 

For D’Arcy’s music, please visit our website homepage under Organ voluntaries: 

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/ 

 

 

Daily Readings  

Monday – Acts 16:11-15    John 15:26 – 16:4a 

Tuesday – Acts 16:22-34    John 16:5-11 (SS Odo, Maieul, Odilo, Hugh & BI Peter the Venerable) 

Wednesday – Acts 17:15, 22 – 18:1    John 16:12-15 

Thursday – Acts 1:1-11    Eph 4:1-13    Mark 16:15-20    Acts 18:1-8    John 16:16-20 (The Ascension of the 

Lord) 

Friday – Acts 1:15-17, 20-26    John 15:9-17 (St Matthias) 

Saturday – Acts 18:23-28    John 16:23b-28 (St Pachomius) 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings:  7th Sunday of Easter 

1st Reading – Acts 1:15-17, 20-26         2nd Reading – 1 John 4:11-16  

Gospel: John 17:11-19 

Father, keep those you have given me true to your name 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk       Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313     Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk               

(Parish office is currently closed please email and we will be in touch)     

  

Secretary: Maria Stribbling (currently working from home 9am-1pm Tuesday/Wednesday))      

Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 

Any cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at parish@worth.org.uk 

(by Wednesday 10am) 

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer intentions, 

please let Fr Paul know. 

http://www.universalis.com/Europe.England.Arundel/mass.html
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/coronavirus-resources-for-children-young-people-and-their-families/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Worth-Abbey-Parish-104966314630759/?view_public_for=104966314630759
https://www.facebook.com/colourandshapeonline/
https://abliturgy.wordpress.com/family-materials/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/about-us/parish-giving/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk

