
 
 

 

Bishop Richard’s Weekly Reflection for the Seventh Sunday of Easter 

(Year B) 16th May 2021 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

 

On Thursday we celebrated the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord. His 

public ministry complete, Jesus returns to the Father, but He never leaves 

us. He promises us the Holy Spirit and today we are, as it were, with the 

Apostles in the Upper Room as they await the coming of the Holy Spirit, 

which we shall mark on Pentecost day next Sunday. 

  

Today’s Gospel is taken from Jesus’ discourse at the Last Supper, from his 

prayer to the Father for his disciples. Jesus prays that they – and we – may 

be one, united in faith, in our discipleship, in our mission. Jesus offers this 

prayer in the context of a world that will not always welcome the message, a 

world that is full if distraction, a world in which the power of the evil one will 

be ever-present. This is the world in which we live too. 

  

It is into this world that the Lord sends us. Our mission is to proclaim his 

Resurrection, the hope that is the Kingdom of the Father. It is the one 

message that brings humanity to fulfilment. It is “Life to the Full.”   

  

At this time, when we see the continuing ravages of the pandemic, especially 

in India, and the results of conflict in so many places, in particular in Israel 

and Palestine, the message of peace, hope and new life that we proclaim is 

the prophetic task that is ours. Let us pray for perseverance and continued 

action in in the mission the Lord has given to us. The task may be a daunting 

one, but just like the Apostles, we are given the gift of the Holy Spirit. There 

is no need to fear.  + Richard 

  
 


