
 
 

 
 

               In Touch 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

24th / 25th April 2021                                   Fourth Sunday of Easter Sunday (year B)                                                       No: 1256 

 

Dear Parishioners 

I hope that you and your families continue well.  I send you all my prayers.  It is very heartening to see 

more and more returning to mass at the weekends. 

Do please continue to pray for the success of the vaccination programme, and most particularly for a 

just distribution of medical resources among the poorer countries of the world, without which the 

whole programme will fail to ensure the safety of our global society.  Please join the CAFOD campaign 

concerning the G7 meeting, which the UK will host from 11th to 13th June.  The meeting will focus on 

creating a strategy of recovery from the effects of the pandemic.  CAFOD are campaigning for world 

leaders to cancel the debts of the poorest countries, so that they can spend their scarce resources on 

much needed medical supplies and expertise.  Another element of the campaign is to ensure that 

world leaders will make the needs of the poorest countries paramount in their struggle to overcome 

the climate crisis, which affects the poorest nations most severely.  CAFOD write: The G7 meeting will 

be a key moment for world leaders to cancel unjust debts and tackle the climate crisis.  Please see the 

home page of our website for more details, and information about how we can play our part.  

https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Climate/What-is-COP26 

Meanwhile, the UK is also hosting COP26 – the international meeting to combat climate change, which 

will be held in Glasgow, from 1st to 12th November.  Please see the link above for information about 

this from CAFOD, and more suggestions about how we can be involved.  There are special notes from 

CAFOD about young climate activists, and ways in which we can work here:  Read about the young 

climate leaders taking action to fight the climate emergency in their communities around the world 

and see how you can act to tackle the climate crisis in your own community. 

Finally, Thursday, 22nd, is Earth Day.  Please see the resources offered, most especially the two day 

virtual Summit on 22nd and 23rd, promoted by President Joe Biden.   

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/thursday-22nd-april-earth-day-2021/  

 We offer below the conclusion of the article by Alan Rew, who chairs the Parish group Worth Pro 

Earth, and I take this opportunity to thank Alan and members of the group who meet to discuss ways 

in which we as a Parish can play our part to preserve our planet, the Creation which God has entrusted 

to us in love. 

 
New Offertory envelopes are now available to collect from the Narthex 

Thank you 

https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Climate/What-is-COP26
https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Climate/Generations-Unite
https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Climate/Generations-Unite
https://cafod.org.uk/content/download/50666/640804/version/1/file/Generations%20Unite%20organiser's%20guide.pdf
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/thursday-22nd-april-earth-day-2021/


 
 

 
 

The UK is world-leading in climate change work. It has cut emissions by almost half since 1990 while 

growing the economy significantly. The power sector has decarbonised at astonishing speed, halving 

emissions since 2012. Yet the CCC concluded, recently, that nearly 60% of all policies require some 

element of behaviour change. We have made substantial progress in developing renewable energy and 

plucked the low-hanging technology fruit. Unfortunately,   low-carbon technologies or fuels can only deliver 

41% of the GHG emission reductions needed before the sixth carbon budget (running from 2033). The 

committee highlighted that ‘It will not be possible to get close to meeting a net-zero target for 2050 without 

engaging with people. In other words whilst low-carbon technologies may be seen as the holy grail able to 

save us from the worst climate change woes, in reality, if we are to meet the GHG emissions targets, we 

must also change citizens’ patterns of consumption. 

   
Can faith communities help provide answers for this composite national and spiritual challenge? Is our 

parish able to help find practical ways to help convert its members and surrounding communities to Pope 

Francis’ vision of an integral ecology? The parish as a community of worship is challenged to praise and 

care for God’s Creation.  If Parishioners are to act effectively in their worship they will need information on 

immediate ways to change and to assist others to do so. Such change will be especially important this year 

because the UK is the international host for the major conference setting out the international agenda for 

arresting global heating. It will be in Glasgow in November. It is COP 26 - the 26th Conference of the 

Parties - namely those countries that signed the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) in 1994 in Paris. The COP26 Presidency belongs to the UK and so its proposals and targets will 

be especially noteworthy. There is an opportunity here for Worth Abbey Parish to contribute to the national 

and spiritual effort with examples of how parishioners have taken remedial action.  Could “Net zero” be 

central to our post-Brexit international role? Can the vision of integral ecology be central to our faith and 

compassion for God’s earth, his plants and trees, and his creatures? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                
 

 

 

 

Church Opening Times 

Mass at on Saturdays at 5pm 
Click here for live streaming:   5pm live video streaming, 

Mass on Sundays at 9.30am 

Mass on Tuesdays at 10.00am 
(The Church will remain open on Tuesdays until 12 noon for private prayer). 

Private prayer on Thursdays at 2 pm, with the opportunity for confession. 
(Please note only the East door of the church (on the lower level) will be open. 

Confession will be available in the Unity Room from 9am on Sundays before mass. 
 

Thursday, 13th May, is the Feast of the Ascension, and a  
Holy Day of Obligation.  There will be mass at 10 am that day.   

(This will replace the normal mass on Tuesday at 10 am.)   

There will also be the usual Vigil mass on Wednesday, 12th, at 7.30 pm. 

Lectio Divina 
Would anyone like to join a Lectio Divina group on line?  Lectio is a popular way of praying with the 

Scriptures, and is very simple.  We use the Sunday Gospel reading.  You would not need to do any 
preparation, and the sessions will last for only half an hour.   Lectio consists in simply reading the passage 

slowly and letting God speak to your heart.  There’s no obligation to share anything, but we have the support 
of doing the reading with one another.  We can send you some hints about lectio, if you would like this, or 

look on the website.  Please let us know if you would like to join the group – parish@worth.org.uk   
This will take place on Saturday mornings, at 11 am. I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/worship/mass-times/parish-mass-video-live-streaming/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings:  5th Sunday of Easter 

1st Reading – Acts 9:26-31         2nd Reading – 1 John 3:18-24  

Gospel: John 15:1-8 

I am the vine, you are the branches 

Anniversaries 

Please pray for the Souls of – Don Cooper, John Nott, Jean Eicher, Nina Pokultinis, Simon Hulme,  
Edwin Ryan, Barbara Geary, Althea Harris and Coral Botting. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. 
Amen. 

A Pilgrimage of Mission, Healing & Renewal.   

The pilgrimage dates are 23rd July – 29th July 2021 
Applications close 31st May.  Open to Pilgrims, Families, Students from years 12 & 13 (Blueshirts) and Years 

10 & 11 (Redshirts) 
For further information and the Application Form link go to 2021.ablourdes.org or contact the Pilgrimage 

Office by phone on 01403 740110 or by email on office@ablourdes.org 
The 2021 Pilgrimage is only open to those who do not have a condition that makes them susceptible to CV-

19.  Please see website for more details. 

Pope Francis: Too much exclusion for a world in which all are equal 

Pope Francis has written to the World Bank Group and the International Monetary Fund as they begin their 

virtual spring meetings. Pope Francis highlighted that over the last year, as a result of the Covid-19 

pandemic, "our world has been forced to confront a series of grave and interrelated socio-economic, 

ecological and political crises". The Pope stressed that it was his hope that their discussions may contribute 

to a model of 'recovery' capable of generating new, more inclusive, and sustainable solutions to support the 

real economy, assisting individuals and communities to achieve their deepest aspirations and the universal 

common good.' Read more on the Vatican News website 

The Open Cloister 

Saturday 8th May: The Wisdom of the Desert Fathers and Mothers – The thoughts cont…. (Online retreat) – 

led by Fr Peter Williams OSB During the recent Lent retreat we looked at several of the 8 thoughts – gluttony, 

anger and vainglory and saw how relevant John Cassian’s observations were about these vices for us today. 

In this retreat we will look at all the 8 thoughts and how they work together in combination.  

To quote Cassian, “Once you can understand the problem, you become very near to finding the solution”.  

The sessions: 1. Thoughts of the World – gluttony, lust and avarice     2. Thoughts of the Heart – anger, acedia 

and sadness     3. Thoughts of the Mind – vainglory and pride  

Book your place online at www.worth.co.uk/retreats/online-retreats  

For all enquiries, email: toc@worth.org.uk 

Crawley Interfaith Network – The Church of Scientology 

You are all invited to attend a virtual gathering presented by members of the community of The Church of 

Scientology at Saint Hill, East Grinstead on Thursday 22nd April at 19.30. 

The emphasis for the meeting will be the service the Church of Scientology is providing during the Pandemic 

in this area, London and Birmingham, in assisting with the cleansing and maintenance of various places of 

worship, helping to keep them virus free and fit for us. 

To join the zoom meeting – 

https://us02web.zoom.uk/j/82450193716?pwd=dDIzMDUvNGZwSFVvaXRvNUU4Lzh2dz09 

Meeting ID: 82450193716          Passcode: 219611 

mailto:office@ablourdes.org
https://abdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6&id=7ec48c2cc2&e=8bc70b5251
https://abdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6&id=7ec48c2cc2&e=8bc70b5251
http://www.worth.co.uk/retreats/online-retreats
https://us02web.zoom.uk/j/82450193716?pwd=dDIzMDUvNGZwSFVvaXRvNUU4Lzh2dz09


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For regular items, please see the website: 

For readings for the coming week, see Universalis:  
Universalis  

 

For children and young people’s prayer, see CAFOD’s material:  

Children Resources 

 

For prayers and anniversaries see our homepage: 

 https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/ 

  

Our new Facebook page: 

 Parish Facebook  

 

Children’s Junior Church liturgy:  

Junior Church  
 

Diocesan Family Materials:  

Family Materials 

 

Parish Giving: 

Parish Giving 

 

For D’Arcy’s music, please visit our website homepage under Organ voluntaries: 

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/ 

 

 

Prayers 

Please pray for the continued healing of Laura Rawlinson. Please pray for her family. 
 

     Please pray for Sheila Wheeler, who died on Friday.  Sheila, with her late husband,  
Dick, were faithful parishioners at Worth for many years.  May they rest in peace. 

 
Please continue to pray for the people and elected leaders of Burma.   

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi writes: Without a revolution of the spirit, the forces which produced the iniquities of 
the old order would continue to be operative, posing a constant threat to the process of reform and 

regeneration.  Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Freedom from Fear, 1991 
 

A Reflection for Earth Day 
God, creator of All, we offer our prayer in gratitude and humility that we might heed your call to care for one 
another through our care of the least, the lowest and most vulnerable of all your blessed creation. Grant, we 
pray, the courage to speak on behalf of the soft soil under our feet, the running and still waters, the warmth 

of the sun on our face, and all the crawling, flying and swimming creatures you love. May our courage to 
speak translate into actions that protect our planet so that our children and their children might enjoy the 

fruits of what we sow.  In your name, we pray.  Amen 

Daily Readings  

Monday – Acts 11:1-18    John 10:1-10 

Tuesday – Acts 11:19-26    John 10:22-30 

Wednesday – Acts 12:24-13:5a    John 12:44-50 

Thursday – 1 John 1:5-2:2    Matt 11:25-30     Acts 13:13-25    John 13:16-20 (St Catherine of Siena) 

Friday – Acts 13:26-33    John 14:1-6 

Saturday – Acts 13:44-52    Matt 13:54-58 (St Joseph the Worker) 

 

http://www.universalis.com/Europe.England.Arundel/mass.html
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/coronavirus-resources-for-children-young-people-and-their-families/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Worth-Abbey-Parish-104966314630759/?view_public_for=104966314630759
https://www.facebook.com/colourandshapeonline/
https://abliturgy.wordpress.com/family-materials/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/about-us/parish-giving/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk       Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313     Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk               

(Parish office is currently closed please email and we will be in touch)     

  

Secretary: Maria Stribbling (currently working from home 9am-1pm Tuesday/Wednesday))      

Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 

Any cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at parish@worth.org.uk 

(by Wednesday 10am) 

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer intentions, 

please let Fr Paul know. 

mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk

