
 
 

 
 

               In Touch 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3rd / 4th April 2021                                                           Easter Sunday (year B)                                                                         No: 1254 

 

Congratulations to members of the RCIA Group, who, after several years preparation together, 
will be received into the Catholic Church and receive the sacraments at the Easter Sunday 

parish mass.   
Please pray for them all: Joanne Harper, Maureen Summers, Jenny Chapman,  

Geoff and Abby Chapman, and their children, Sophy, Niamh, Nathan, Charlotte and Miriam.   
And please pray for our own community, that we may be worthy to receive new members. 

 

Dear Parishioners 

 
I hope that you and your families are well.  I send you all my prayers.  I hope that you will 

have a good celebration of the Easter Triduum, the three days when we are offered the 

opportunity to walk alongside Jesus during his last days on earth and on to His Resurrection.  

After remembering his death on Good Friday, and while awaiting the celebration of the 

Resurrection at the Easter Vigil, Saturday is a day of silence and emptiness as we remember 

Jesus in the tomb.  For your meditation we offer this ancient anonymous homily, which 

expresses how Jesus, through his death and resurrection, re-creates humanity: Rise up, work 

of my hands, you who were created in my image.  I wish you all a happy and holy 

celebration.   Fr Paul 

 

Something strange is happening – there is a great silence on earth today, a great silence and 

stillness. The whole earth keeps silence because the King is asleep. The earth trembled and is 

still because God has fallen asleep in the flesh and he has raised up all who have slept ever 

since the world began. God has died in the flesh and hell trembles with fear. 

  He has gone to search for our first parent, as for a lost sheep. Greatly desiring to visit 

those who live in darkness and in the shadow of death, he has gone to free from sorrow the 

captives Adam and Eve, he who is both God and the son of Eve. The Lord approached them 

bearing the cross, the weapon that had won him the victory. At the sight of him Adam, the 

first man he had created, struck his breast in terror and cried out to everyone: “My Lord be 

with you all.” Christ answered him: “And with your spirit.” He took him by the hand and 

raised him up, saying: “Awake, O sleeper, and rise from the dead, and Christ will give you 

light.” 

  I am your God, who for your sake have become your son. Out of love for you and for 

your descendants I now by my own authority command all who are held in bondage to come 

forth, all who are in darkness to be enlightened, all who are sleeping to arise. I order you, O 

sleeper, to awake. I did not create you to be held a prisoner in hell. Rise from the dead, for I 

am the life of the dead. Rise up, work of my hands, you who were created in my image. Rise, 

let us leave this place, for you are in me and I am in you; together we form only one person 



 
 

 
 

and we cannot be separated. For your sake I, your God, became your son; I, the Lord, took 

the form of a slave; I, whose home is above the heavens, descended to the earth and beneath 

the earth. For your sake, for the sake of man, I became like a man without help, free among 

the dead. For the sake of you, who left a garden, I was betrayed to the Jews in a garden, and I 

was crucified in a garden. 

  See on my face the spittle I received in order to restore to you the life I once breathed into 

you. See there the marks of the blows I received in order to refashion your warped nature in 

my image. On my back see the marks of the scourging I endured to remove the burden of sin 

that weighs upon your back. See my hands, nailed firmly to a tree, for you who once 

wickedly stretched out your hand to a tree. 

  I slept on the cross and a sword pierced my side for you who slept in paradise and 

brought forth Eve from your side. My side has healed the pain in yours. My sleep will rouse 

you from your sleep in hell. The sword that pierced me has sheathed the sword that was 

turned against you. 

  Rise, let us leave this place. The enemy led you out of the earthly paradise. I will not 

restore you to that paradise, but I will enthrone you in heaven. I forbade you the tree that was 

only a symbol of life, but see, I who am life itself am now one with you. I appointed 

cherubim to guard you as slaves are guarded, but now I make them worship you as God. The 

throne formed by cherubim awaits you, its bearers swift and eager. The bridal chamber is 

adorned, the banquet is ready, the eternal dwelling places are prepared, and the treasure 

houses of all good things lie open. The kingdom of heaven has been prepared for you from 

all eternity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                

               

Church Opening Times 

Mass at on Saturdays at 5pm 
Click here for live streaming:   5pm live video streaming, 

Mass on Sundays at 9.30am 

We regret that we cannot offer the usual Tuesday mass on April 6th, but the 
celebration of mass will continue as usual on subsequent Tuesdays. 

Private prayer on Thursdays at 2 pm, with the opportunity for confession. 
(Please note only the East door of the church (on the lower level) will be open. 

Confession will be available in the Unity Room from 9am on Sundays before mass. 

 

We wish all our readers and your families a happy 

and holy Easter.   

Please note that In Touch will now be on holiday for 

one week. 

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/worship/mass-times/parish-mass-video-live-streaming/


 
 

 
 

Easter Triduum at Worth Abbey timetable 

Friday 2nd April 2021, Good Friday 

06:20 – 06:55 Matins 

07:30 – 08:00 Lauds 

13:00 – 13:10 Midday Prayer 

15:00 – 16:00 Good Friday Service of the Lord’s Passion 

20:15 – 20:30 Compline 

Saturday 3rd April 2021, Holy Saturday 

06:20 – 06:55 Matins 

07:30 – 08:00 Lauds 

13:00 – 13:10 Midday Prayer 

18:45 – 19:15 Vespers 

21:00 – 22.30 Easter Vigil Mass of the Lord’s Resurrection in the Holy Night 

Sunday 4th April 2021, Easter Sunday 

08:00 – 08:30 Lauds 

09:30 – 10:45 Parish Easter Morning Mass 

11:30 – 12:30 Monastic Easter Morning Mass (with congregation) 

 

 

 

Pontifical Vespers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lectio Divina 
Would anyone like to join a Lectio Divina group on line during Lent?  Lectio is a popular way of praying with 
the Scriptures, and is very simple.  We could use the Sunday Gospel reading.  You would not need to do any 

preparation, and the sessions will last for only half an hour.   It consists in simply reading the passage slowly 
and letting God speak to your heart.  There’s no obligation to share anything, but we have the support of 

doing the reading with one another.  We can send you some hints about lectio, if you would like this, or look 
on the website.  Please let us know if you would like to join a group – parish@worth.org.uk   

This will take place on Saturday mornings, at 11 am. I look forward to hearing from you. 

Online Easter Triduum Retreat 

"If anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation: The old has passed away, the new has come." 2 Cor 5:17  
Join with monks of Worth Abbey 1st – 4th April, in this interactive online retreat over the Easter Triduum. With a 

mixture of prayer, small groups and talks this is a great opportunity to journey with others deeper into the 
mystery of Easter and the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Including participation in the monastic daily 

office and Easter liturgy, live streamed from the Abbey Church.  
Book your place on line at www.worth.co.uk/retreats/online-retreats  

There is no charge for this retreat as we want it to be as accessible as possible to all. However, we do have 
ongoing costs to cover, so if you can afford to donate we would very much appreciate it. The suggested donation 

for the online Easter Triduum retreat is £30 – payable online at the time of booking. 
 

 

mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
http://www.worth.co.uk/retreats/online-retreats


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giles Horner, chair of the Parish Finance Committee, sends us an analysis of last year’s finances, and writes: 
  
Covid-19 was the main item impacting the parish’s finances in 2020. Offertory and donations, and the associated 
tax rebates, fell from £122,441 in 2019 to £95,960 in 2020. The finance team worked hard to reduce expenditure, 
using the government furlough scheme, reducing operating costs wherever possible and working. This hard work 
resulted in the parish recoding a small surplus for the full year.  
 
We expect the financial challenges to continue in 2021. With the resumption of services, our operating costs have 
returned to normal levels, but attendances at mass are reduced and we expect that this will continue to have an 
impact on our offertory income.  I know it is a challenging time, but if you are able to give an inflationary increase 
to your offertory that will help ease the parish’s finances in 2021.  
 
I would also ask anyone currently giving via envelopes or the plate to consider switching to a direct debit.  
This gives us a much clearer view of our income and allows better planning.  Thank you all very much for your 
generosity in these difficult times. 
 

WORTH ABBEY PARISH – General Fund 

Income and Expenditure as at 31 Dec 2020 

 

2017 2018 2019 2020 

Income £ £ £ £ 

Offertory & Collections 80,101 76,414 92,090 75,526 

Donations & other 7,273 3,482 6,693 1,236 

Social Event Income 3,174 3,125 4,235 476 

Repository Traidcraft 4,158 3,247 3,500 487 

Trust Grants Received - - 2,000 2,000 

Tax Rebates 21,018 15,150 21,658 17,198 

Income - totals 115,724 101,418 130,176 96,923 

     Expenditure 

    Management & Administration 47,611 40,671 44,079 37,745 

Worth Abbey (rent) 16,037 16,037 16,037 16,037 

Church Operation 22,500 18,618 15,703 13,304 

Repository Traidcraft 3,678 3,273 2,968 578 

Liturgy Church General 8,603 6,142 6,925 3,581 

Social Event Cost 5,884 3,888 4,287 32 

Diocesan Levies 15,807 22,609 26,934 25,376 

Deanery  School 1,058 1,033 1,100 - 

Expenditure - totals 121,178 112,271 118,033 96,653 

     Surplus/(Deficit) on general 
fund (5,454) (10,853) 12,143 270 

     Mission Support Irundu - net 
income/expense 2,518 3,620 (7,282) (989) 

     

     
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We regret that all Holy Week services are now fully booked.   
Please note that, because of the pandemic, these will be simpler than usual.  In particular, there will be 
no processions nor, of course, community singing.  All services will be available on our live streaming. 

 
 
 

CAFOD 
As we push through what we hope is the final lap of the pandemic and onward towards the morning light of 
Easter, it’s difficult to not long for our routines of the past.  I myself am particularly missing our parish’s well 

established tradition of Hal and Rory Clarke’s weekly Lenten coffee mornings in aid of CAFOD.  The group that 
would assemble each week would produce an exciting and eclectic mix of conversations, always joyfully 
seasoned by Father Paul’s dropping by on his bicycle to support CAFOD and our parishioners who would 

make the effort to attend. Please do remember this event for your diary next year if you’ve not yet adopted 
this Lenten tradition.  In the meantime, if you’re looking for a simple way to financially support CAFOD this 

Lent, need an idea for some last minute Lenten tithing after cheating on the chocolate, or if you missed 
participating in this year’s CAFOD Lenten Family Fast Day, please note this very simple manner in which you 

can donate to support the good work of CAFOD:  
Donate £10 by using your mobile to text the word LENT to 70460 

You can also donate online or via paper envelopes in the normal way. 
Thank you for your ongoing support, 

           Kir Bennett Horner (Worth Abbey Parish CAFOD Volunteer Representative) 

A Pilgrimage of Mission, Healing & Renewal.   

The pilgrimage dates are 23rd July – 29th July 2021 

Applications close 31st May.  Open to Pilgrims, Families, Students from years 12 & 13 (Blueshirts) and Years 
10 & 11 (Redshirts) 

For further information and the Application Form link go to 2021.ablourdes.org or contact the Pilgrimage 
Office by phone on 01403 740110 or by email on office@ablourdes.org 

The 2021 Pilgrimage is only open to those who do not have a condition that makes them susceptible to CV-19.  
Please see website for more details. 

Invited 
Dear Invited guest, We have now reached the end of Invited: Season 1 and we are so pleased with the way it 

has connected with so many of you; over 10,000 views of the episodes, hundreds of people joining our 
Conversations on Thursdays and countless ways that you have found to use the materials with local groups. 

 
Here are some updates that we would love to draw your attention to: 

 
Please go to www.abdiocese.org.uk/invited to access some wonderful Holy Week resources including 

reflections for adults and young people. The reflection questions in each document will help you to explore 

this most sacred of weeks, focussing particularly on the triduum. You can also access an 'Easter Glossary of 

terms' and 'Easter Terminology Explained’; both documents help to unpack some of the words and phrases 

used during Easter. 

Please find the booklet - Invited Booklet Season 1 (website-files.com) which highlights the many ways you can 

get involved in the Church both locally and across our Diocese. We hope that you will be engaged and inspired 

by the wide range of opportunities available, continuing our shared work of mission. Contact details are 

provided with each entry and we welcome people getting in touch, even if it’s just to find out more! 

 

mailto:office@ablourdes.org
http://www.abdiocese.org.uk/invited
https://assets.website-files.com/5ed93a8802f9816a9341c2a2/606344062111e7c348a294d7_Invited%20Booklet%20Season%20Final.pdf


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers 

Please pray for the continued healing of Laura Rawlinson. Please pray for her family. 
 

Our prayers are asked for the people of Tigray, in Ethiopia, who are suffering from political 
violence.  Please see material on the CAFOD website. (https://cafod.org.uk/News/Emergencies-

news/Ethiopia-s-Tigray-crisis) 
 

We are also asked to pray for the peoples of the Middle East, most especially for Christians living there, 
that they will be blessed with justice and peace. 

 
Please pray also for migrants and refugees around the world, especially for those who come, or try to 

come, to our country.  You may have read about the proposals of Priti Patel, the Home Secretary, to limit 
even further the access of those wishing to claim asylum in this country, by denying them the chance to 

claim asylum here, but to send them to other countries where they will have no access to legal 
advice.  This will render them more vulnerable to traffickers and smugglers.  Please 

see https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/social-action/refugees/   please sign the petition there. 
 

Please also consider signing the petition against the reduction of the UK aid budget. 
https://petition.parliament.uk/signatures/109555876/verify?token=jS-gPY7CAutUCgViF3XT 

 

Daily Readings  

Monday – Acts 2:14, 22-33    Matt 28:8-15 

Tuesday – Acts 2:36-41    John 20:11-18 

Wednesday – Acts 3:1-10    Luke 24:13-35 

Thursday – Acts 3:11-26    Luke 24:35-48 

Friday – Acts 4:1-12    John 21:1-14 

Saturday – Acts 4:13-21    Mark 16:9-15 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings:  2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) 

1st Reading – Acts 4:32-35         2nd Reading – 1 John 5:1-6  

Gospel: John 20:19-31 

Eight days later, Jesus came again and stood among them 

Anniversaries 

Please pray for the Souls of – Peter Lazarus, Marjorie Burrows, Germaine Garnaud, Julian Dare,   
Mr Malton, Alan Twigg, Paddy McGrath, Ellen Morice,  Paula Rawlins, Tom Neve, Andrew O’Brien,  
John Ferguson, Irene Cooper, Fleur Burridge, Bert Powell, Basil Genders, John Biles and  
Nora Ann Richey-Brown. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. 
Amen. 

https://cafod.org.uk/News/Emergencies-news/Ethiopia-s-Tigray-crisis
https://cafod.org.uk/News/Emergencies-news/Ethiopia-s-Tigray-crisis
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/social-action/refugees/
https://petition.parliament.uk/signatures/109555876/verify?token=jS-gPY7CAutUCgViF3XT


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

For regular items, please see the website: 

For readings for the coming week, see Universalis:  
Universalis  

 

For children and young people’s prayer, see CAFOD’s material:  

Children Resources 

 

For prayers and anniversaries see our homepage: 

 https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/ 

  

Our new Facebook page: 

 Parish Facebook  

 

Children’s Junior Church liturgy:  

Junior Church  
 

Diocesan Family Materials:  

Family Materials 

 

Parish Giving: 

Parish Giving 

 

For D’Arcy’s music, please visit our website homepage under Organ voluntaries: 

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/ 

 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk       Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313     Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk               

(Parish office is currently closed please email and we will be in touch)     

  

Secretary: Maria Stribbling (currently working from home 9am-1pm Tuesday/Wednesday))      

Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 

Any cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at parish@worth.org.uk 

(by Wednesday 10am) 

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer intentions, 

please let Fr Paul know. 

http://www.universalis.com/Europe.England.Arundel/mass.html
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/coronavirus-resources-for-children-young-people-and-their-families/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Worth-Abbey-Parish-104966314630759/?view_public_for=104966314630759
https://www.facebook.com/colourandshapeonline/
https://abliturgy.wordpress.com/family-materials/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/about-us/parish-giving/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk

