
 
 

 
 

               In Touch 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

20th / 21st March 2021                                            Fifth Sunday of Lent (year B)                                                                     No: 1252 

 

Dear Parishioners 

 
I hope that you and your families continue well, and that you are finding the strength to 

persevere in this state of lockdown.  Our Bishops have taken the Prime Minister’s request for 

a day of reflection next Tuesday, and ask us to make it a day of prayer concerning the 

pandemic.  They write: Without prayer we live in a foreshortened world and are more easily 

swamped by its clamour and tragedy. Throughout this difficult year, so many have been 

inspired by prayer, so much effort sustained in prayer, in every place. So let us make the 23
rd

 

March truly a day of prayer.  They conclude: We pray with Jesus, in him and through him, 

for he is the one who carries us, and our prayers, into the embracing presence of his Father. 

He is our comfort in sorrow, our strength in the face of need, our rejoicing in the gifts we 

celebrate and our hope in the face of the weighty darkness of death. 

May Tuesday 23rd March be a great day of prayer that this pandemic comes to an end and 

that the gift of God’s Holy Spirit will carry us all forward to a new and better life, both here 

and in the world to come. 

Please see the prayer section for petitions which we can share, and the website for the whole 

message.  www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk   You may remember that each Tuesday mass is 

celebrated in the Abbey church at ten o’clock, and this is followed by adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament until 12 noon.  Do consider taking advantage of this opportunity for 

prayer. 

 

Meanwhile, this week we celebrate three important feasts – on 25th, the Feast of the 

Annunciation; and on the preceding days, two highly influential saints from Latin America, 

St Turibius and St Oscar Romero.  St Turibius, whom we celebrate on 23
rd

, became 

Archbishop of Lima in 1581, about 100 years after the conquest by the Spanish.  He won a 

reputation as a great defender of the indigenous peoples, and castigated leaders of both 

Church and State for their oppression, telling his clergy, “You must be pastors, not butchers, 

of your flock”.  His diocese in those days was huge, stretching 400 miles along the coast, and 

Turibius’ commitment to his pastoral duties meant that he was constantly travelling, and 

rarely took up residence in the comfort of Lima, instead enduring the dangers and hardships 

of the road in order to visit the people in his care.  He studied to learn the indigenous 

languages, and is credited with writing the first catechism, in Spanish, Quechua and Aymara. 

 

St Oscar Romero of El Salvador, in Central America, is the great prophet of social justice for 

the poor of our own day.  Because of his outspoken defence of the people he was 

assassinated in 1980 by the military, who wished to preserve the power and privileges of the 
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wealthy elite who governed the State – “the ten families”.  This year we celebrate the 40
th
 

anniversary of his death.  He was murdered while celebrating mass. Moments earlier, the 

Archbishop had been speaking about how “Those who surrender to the service of the poor 

through love of Christ, will live like the grain of wheat that dies…”.   May he pray for the 

people of Latin America and their Church, and for us all, that we may be inspired by his 

example.  https://cafod.org.uk/News/International-news/About-Oscar-Romero 
 

We regret that all Holy Week services are now fully booked, except the  
Vigil of Palm Sunday,  
The Easter Vigil and  

Easter Sunday 11.30am mass.   
Please note that, because of the pandemic, these will be simpler than usual.  In particular, there will be 
no processions nor, of course, community singing.  It would help if you could bring your own greenery 
for Palm Sunday masses, to avoid the problem of handing them out.  (There is no need to bring palms, 

but any greenery is good).  All services will be available on our live streaming. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Opening Times 

Mass at on Saturdays at 5pm  
Click here for live streaming:   5pm live video streaming,  

Mass on Sundays at 9.30am 

Mass on Tuesdays at 10.00am 
(The Church will remain open on Tuesdays until 12 noon for private prayer). 

 
Private prayer on Thursdays at 2 pm, with the opportunity for confession. 

(Please note only the East door of the church (on the lower level) will be open. 
 

Confession will be available in the Unity Room from 9am on Sundays before 
mass. 

 

Lectio Divina 
Would anyone like to join a Lectio Divina group on line during Lent?  Lectio is a popular way of praying with 
the Scriptures, and is very simple.  We could use the Sunday Gospel reading.  You would not need to do any 

preparation, and the sessions will last for only half an hour.   It consists in simply reading the passage slowly 
and letting God speak to your heart.  There’s no obligation to share anything, but we have the support of doing 
the reading with one another.  We can send you some hints about lectio, if you would like this, or look on the 

website.  Please let us know if you would like to join a group – parish@worth.org.uk   
This will take place on Saturday mornings, at 11 am. I look forward to hearing from you. 

On Tuesday, 30th March, 

there will be a service of 

Reconciliation in the 

church at Worth at  

7.30 pm.  It will include 

the opportunity to make a 

private confession. 

Easter Retreat 
Join the Wellspring Community, Monks of Worth Abbey, and young people from across the country in this 

interactive online retreat over the Easter Triduum.  With a mixture of prayer, small groups and talks there is a 
great opportunity to journey with others deeper into the mystery of Easter, the death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. 
We have created the timetable in such a way that you should be able to attend the liturgies in church, and, if 
this is not possible, we will offer guidance about how to create a prayerful liturgy at home.  Should one of the 

sessions clash with your liturgy you will have access later to the talk so you can catch up. 
Plenty of space will be given to allow for deep reflection and personal journeying with 

God." http://www.wellspringbrighton.org.uk/the-virtual-easter-retreat/ 
Here is the Facebook link for the retreat:   https://www.facebook.com/events/3623733677740460 

 

https://cafod.org.uk/News/International-news/About-Oscar-Romero
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/worship/mass-times/parish-mass-video-live-streaming/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wellspringbrighton.org.uk%2Fthe-virtual-easter-retreat%2F&data=04%7C01%7Crosie.read%40abdiocese.org.uk%7C46ce4577c825477cd94808d8d8df22c7%7C2bf5dbc217ef4efca1c9ab2dc4edefd0%7C0%7C0%7C637497800173645271%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=vHvxw935J0173ERWa%2BV1tk8%2BDUhdB%2FeyyLFOSwTTg0Y%3D&reserved=0
https://www.facebook.com/events/3623733677740460/


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily Readings  

Monday – The passing of St Benedict 

Tuesday – Num 21:4-9    John 8:21-30 

Wednesday – Dan 13:14-20, 91-92, 95    John 8:31-42 

Thursday – Isa 7:10-14, 8-10    Heb 10:4-10    Luke 1:26-38 

Friday – Jer 20:10-13    John 10:31-42 

Saturday – Ezek 37:21-28    John 11:45-56 

Next Sunday’s Readings:  Palm Sunday 

1st Reading – Isaiah 50:4-7         2nd Reading – Philippians 2:6-11  

Gospel: Mark 14:1-15:47 

The Plot to kill Jesus 

Anniversaries 

Please pray for the Souls of – Bernard O’Grady, Geoffrey Weeden, Patrick Lamb, Fr Bruno Grogan,  
Mrs Whinney, Gordon Jones, Edward Allen, Ian Parker and Sally Winn.   
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. 
Amen. 

Save the Date 

National Justice and Peace Conference 2021, 23rd-25th July 2021, Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick. 

‘2021: Life on Earth – moment of truth’ 
As climate changes, the biodiversity crisis and Covid-19 make clear, ecological conversion is becoming a matter 

of life and death. Decisions to be made this year at the COP26 climate summit and in the recovery from the 
pandemic are critical for salvaging a viable future. This is a year of opportunity the like of which we will never 

see again. 
At Conference 2021 we will take inspiration from Laudato Si, Fratelli Tutti and secular thinking on integral 

ecology. We will seize this moment of grace for the changes and choices now confronting us. 
Please see the website for more details: https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/conference/ 

 
 

Worth Abbey Christian Meditation Group. 
We are continuing our meditation group of silent contemplative prayer using Zoom video. We meet 

on two Wednesday evenings each month with a talk and period of silent contemplative prayer. If 
anyone is interested they would be very welcome to join us.  

We will be meeting in March on Wednesday 24th at 7.00pm.  
Please contact Caterina Brown for more information and Zoom details. Tel: 01243 554001 

Worth/Uganda Friendship 

Julian Gabriel, the director of the charity Running Well, 
has sent us a progress report about the work which he 

and his team have completed.  It is most impressive, and 
I hope that you will enjoy watching it as much as I 

have.  Congratulations to everyone in our parish who 
contributed to this magnificent achievement.  If you 

would like to read more about the parish group, Worth 
Uganda Friendship, please see our website:  

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/?s=uganda 

CAFOD 
CAFOD are looking for volunteers to lobby their local 

MP about the way forward – “to rebuild a better 
world from the corona virus pandemic”.  Please 

consider if you can take part in this vital work, in 
which Pope Francis has called us all to participate in 
his latest encyclical Fratelli Tutti, On Fraternity and 

Social Friendship, in which he calls for greater 
solidarity among all men and women.  Please see the 

analysis by CAFOD -
 https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Fratelli-Tutti-

explained  and the Vatican website for the full text. 

Gatwick Seventh-day Adventist Church and CIFN 

Faith in action Zoom meeting on 25th March at 19.30-21.00 

Programme includes how we worship and coped with covid-19 worldwide,  

how children and youth coped and prayer as a crucial source of help. 

Zoom id: 875 8276 9134        Code: 330128 

 

 

https://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/conference/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/?s=uganda
https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Fratelli-Tutti-explained
https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Fratelli-Tutti-explained


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers 

Please pray for the continued healing of Laura Rawlinson. Please pray for her family. 
Please see update on our homepage:  www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk 

 
 Please pray for Patricia Minnis, who has just died after a long illness.  RIP.  Please pray also for Brian, 
her husband, and for Rebekah, their daughter, and all the family.  They were faithful parishioners who 

came each week to the Saturday mass.  We will publish details of the funeral shortly. 
 

Please pray for Roy Groombridge, who died suddenly at home last Friday, and for his son, Colin.  RIP. 
 

Please continue to pray for our RCIA group, and for catechumens around the world, as they complete 
their time of preparation, to be ready to receive the sacraments on Easter morning.  On each succeeding 

Sunday at our parish mass we will celebrate the rite of the Scrutinies, which represent a “stepping 
stone” towards their reception.  (This Sunday again we use the readings from cycle A.)   

 
Please continue to pray for the people and democratic government of Burma, as they struggle to resist 
the tyranny of the military takeover.  Please pray for all those in prison there, especially for Aung San 
Suu Kyi and her supporters.  Please pray for Dr Sasa, who has just been charged with treason. Please 

pray for his security and well-being at this time, and for Cardinal Bo and all other friends in Burma who 
continue to speak out courageously against injustice in the country 

 
CSW 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dxGV1-kogQM 
 

Cardinal Bo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ARc86ZMBFRo 

 
Lord Alton 

https://www.facebook.com/cswuk/videos/445631690004254 
 
 

Our Bishops write to us:  
We welcome the designation of Tuesday 23rd March as a National Day of Reflection to 

mark the anniversary of the first national lockdown with a minute’s silence at midday 
and doorstep vigils of light at 8pm.  We ask you all to make this not only a Day of Reflection but also a Day 

of Prayer. 
 

We reflect in sorrow on all those who have died, whether family members, friends or 
those unknown to us personally. We pray for them, asking our Father to welcome them 

into their heavenly home, the destiny for which God first gave us the gift of life. 
 

We reflect with compassion on all those who have suffered during this last year, whether 
through illness, stress, financial disaster or family tensions. We pray for their ongoing 

resilience, courage and capacity to forgive. 
 

We reflect with thanksgiving for the generosity, inventiveness, self-sacrifice and 
determination shown by so many in this most difficult of times. We pray for them, 

thanking God for their gifts and dedication, whether they are scientists, politicians, 
health workers, public servants of every kind, community leaders or steadfast family 

members and friends who continue to show such love and compassion. 
 

We reflect in hope that, as the pandemic is controlled and we open up our lives again, 
we will gather in the lessons we have learned and build our society into a better shape, 

more compassionate, less marked by inequalities, more responsive to needs and 
deprivation. We ask for the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen us in 

this endeavour, whether we are focussing on overcoming family breakdowns, economic 
recovery, or building political consensus. 

 
Please see the website for their full text.  www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk 

 
 

http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
https://e-activist.com/page/email/click/88/5208820?email=tLVHZyI3PUt36xgLpRPLguLOr2XAmsnj&campid=DUKRuggk8p8=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dxGV1-kogQM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ARc86ZMBFRo
https://www.facebook.com/cswuk/videos/445631690004254
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

For regular items, please see the website: 

For readings for the coming week, see Universalis:  
Universalis  

 

For children and young people’s prayer, see CAFOD’s material:  

Children Resources 

 

For prayers and anniversaries see our homepage: 

 http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk 

  

Our new Facebook page: 

 Parish Facebook  

 

Children’s Junior Church liturgy:  

Junior Church  
 

Diocesan Family Materials:  

Family Materials 

 

Parish Giving: 

Parish Giving 

 

For D’Arcy’s music, please visit our website homepage under Organ voluntaries: 

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/ 

 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk       Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313     Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk               

(Parish office is currently closed please email and we will be in touch)     

  

Secretary: Maria Stribbling (currently working from home 9am-1pm Tuesday/Wednesday))      

Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 

Any cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at parish@worth.org.uk 

(by Wednesday 10am) 

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer intentions, 

please let Fr Paul know. 

http://www.universalis.com/Europe.England.Arundel/mass.html
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/coronavirus-resources-for-children-young-people-and-their-families/
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/in-touch-newsletters/
https://www.facebook.com/Worth-Abbey-Parish-104966314630759/?view_public_for=104966314630759
https://www.facebook.com/colourandshapeonline/
https://abliturgy.wordpress.com/family-materials/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/about-us/parish-giving/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk

