
               In Touch 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

16th / 17th January 2021                                        Second Sunday of OT (year B)                                                                   No: 1243 

Dear Parishioners 

This Sunday we celebrate Peace Sunday, and Pope Francis has given us a message for our 

reflection which he has entitled A Culture of Care as a Path to Peace.  In a way which is 

very timely for the moment we are living just now, he begins by reflecting on the health 

crisis which the pandemic has brought us, paying tribute first to all those who work in the 

health service, and those who have suffered most:  I think especially of all those who lost 

family members or loved ones, and all who lost their jobs. I think too of physicians and 

nurses, pharmacists, researchers, volunteers, chaplains and the personnel of hospitals and 

healthcare centres.  They have made, and are continuing to make, great sacrifices to be 

present to the sick, to alleviate their sufferings and to save their lives; indeed, many of them 

have died in the process.  He writes to promote a culture of care as a way to combat the 

culture of indifference, waste and confrontation so prevalent in our time. 

God as Creator is the model of all care.  Pope Francis refers to the prophetic tradition of 

justice, demanded for the weakest, who, in their vulnerability and powerlessness, cry out and 

are heard by God, who watches over them.  He writes of Jesus, “sent to preach good news to 

the poor”.  In his compassion, Christ drew near to the sick in body and spirit, and brought 

them healing; he pardoned sinners and gave them new life. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who 

cares for his sheep. 

He remembers the early tradition of the Church, affirming the common good, and quoting St 

Ambrose: “Nature poured out all things for the common use of all… and thus produced a 

common right for all, but greed has made it a right for only a few”.  He reminds us that the 

basis of the Church’s social doctrine is a commitment to promoting the dignity of each 

human person, solidarity with the poor and vulnerable, the pursuit of the common good and 

concern for the protection of creation.  He continues, quoting from Laudato Si, “A sense of 

deep communion with the rest of nature cannot be authentic if our hearts lack tenderness, 

compassion and concern for our fellow human beings”. “Peace, justice and care for 

creation are three inherently connected questions, which cannot be separated in such a way 

as to be treated individually.” 

He closes by reminding us that we need to educate people to create a culture of care: 

Educating people to care begins in the family, the natural and fundamental nucleus of 

society, in which we learn how to live and relate to others in a spirit of mutual respect.   

Do please visit the website of Pax Christi, the Catholic organisation dedicated to this ideal - 

Pax Christi resources can be found here.  Pax Christi are offering a Peace Sunday reflection 

https://abdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6&id=b845a4511e&e=8bc70b5251


via zoom on Saturday 16th January 6 to 7pm. Click here to register.  You will also find 

many resources for celebrations in your families and activities for children on their website.  

I hope you will enjoy exploring all this. 

Meanwhile, I send my prayers and very best wishes for your safety.  Fr Paul 

_____________ 

From Monday, 18
th
 till Monday, 25

th
, Churches will be celebrating the Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity.  Here we have the custom of celebrating this later in the year, around the 

Feast of Pentecost, and I am sure that we will do so again with our sister Churches in the 

neighbouring villages.  I hope that by then it will be possible to celebrate in person.  

However it is always good to pray for this cause, and we include a prayer for your use at 

home in our prayer section.   

Please also see the material which has been provided by CTBI (Churches Together in Britain 

and Ireland), which you will find on our website.  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Lord, you invite us to abide in you who are the vinedresser who cares for us with love. 

You call on us to see the beauty of each branch united to the vine, 

the beauty of each person, and yet, too often the differences in others make us afraid. 

We withdraw into ourselves. Our trust in you and one another is lost. 

Come and direct our hearts toward you once again. 

That as one family we may praise your name. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mass will be celebrated on Saturdays at 5pm, on Sundays at 9.30 am,  
and will be celebrated as usual on Tuesdays at 10am.   

 
The church will be open for private prayer on Thursdays at 2 pm with the opportunity for 

confession 
 

Confession will be available in the Unity Room from 9am on Sundays before mass. 

 

Diocesan Justice and Peace Webinar 

On Saturday 16th we have our Diocesan Justice and Peace webinar about Food Poverty. 

It runs from 10am to 12.30.  Please register with Rosie Read - Rosie.Read@abdiocese.org.uk   

The programme is as below, and includes speakers with great experience of the theme.  

 As you know, our parish is involved by supporting local food banks, so do find out about the needs and how 

they are being met. 

Join our Justice & Peace Webinar January 16th | Arundel & Brighton Catholic Diocese (abdiocese.org.uk) 

https://abdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6&id=955a771890&e=8bc70b5251
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-18th-25th-january-2021/
mailto:Rosie.Read@abdiocese.org.uk
https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/news/justice-peace-webinar


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk     Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313      

(Parish office is currently closed please email and we will be in touch)     

  

Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk               

Secretary: Maria Stribbling (currently working from home 9am-1pm Tuesday/Wednesday))      

Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 

Any cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at parish@worth.org.uk 

(by Wednesday 10am) 

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer 

intentions, please let Fr Paul know. 

Assisted Suicide 

The assisted suicide lobby have launched a large campaign to put pressure on the Government to 

reconsider the legalisation of assisted suicide. 

It is vital that it is clear to the Government that the public want them to continue to hold strong against this 

pressure from assisted suicide campaigners and reject their demands. Right To Life UK have set up and easy 

to use tool which will enable you to email your MP asking them to make it clear to the Government that it 

should not give into demands from the assisted suicide lobby to reconsider the legalisation of assisted 

suicide. 

It only takes 30 seconds to email your MP by visiting the link below: 

www.righttolife.org.uk/StopAssistedSuicide 

 

The Society for the Protection of Unborn Children 
 

SPUC (The Society for the Protection of Unborn Children) write asking us all to take part in a campaign to 
stop the practice of “DIY” abortions being made permanent.  This follows from the Church’s belief that 

human life is sacred, and that it may not be deliberately cut short.  They write: 

Respond to Department of Health consultation to stop home abortions! 
The Department of Health is holding a public consultation on whether to continue the practice of allowing 

abortion providers to send abortion pills to women so that they can perform their own abortion at home. We 
need as many pro-life people as possible to complete the Department of Health’s questionnaire in order to help 
stop dangerous DIY abortions becoming permanent. SPUC has prepared a briefing which gives a step by step 

guide to completing the consultation questionnaire. Please go to -  
https://www.spuc.org.uk/Get-Involved/Campaigns/England-DIY-Abortion-Consultation   

The consultation ends on 26 February 2021. 
 

Lent with the Diocese 

The diocese is proposing an on-line mission for us all.   

It will begin in Lent of this year.  (Lent begins on Wednesday, 17th February, Ash Wednesday, and runs till 

Sunday, 4th April, Easter Sunday.)  This will be a source of encouragement especially for those who are 

unable to come to mass at present.  It will be presented over the course of the next five years, for a limited 

number of weeks, at different moments during the year.   

They plan to offer two sessions each week:  

a talk on Monday evenings, and on Thursday evenings an opportunity to take part in a small group with 

discussion of the theme of the talk, and a look at the readings of the coming Sunday.   

For more detail please see the Diocesan website:  

Encounter the beauty of our faith this Lent | Arundel & Brighton Catholic Diocese (abdiocese.org.uk) 

 

mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
http://www.righttolife.org.uk/StopAssistedSuicide
https://www.spuc.org.uk/Get-Involved/Campaigns/England-DIY-Abortion-Consultation
https://abdiocese.org.uk/news/invited-lent-2021


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For regular items, please see the website: 

For readings for the coming week, see Universalis: 

http://www.universalis.com/Europe.England.Arundel/mass.html  

 

For children and young people’s prayer, see CAFOD’s material: 

http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/coronavirus-resources-for-children-young-people-and-their-

families/ 

 

For prayers and anniversaries see: 

 http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/in-touch-newsletters/ 

  

Our new Facebook page: 

 https://www.facebook.com/Worth-Abbey-Parish-

104966314630759/?view_public_for=104966314630759  

 

Children’s Junior Church liturgy:  

https://www.facebook.com/colourandshapeonline/  
 

Diocesan Family Materials:  

https://abliturgy.wordpress.com/family-materials/ 

 

Parish Giving: 

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/about-us/parish-giving/ 

http://www.universalis.com/Europe.England.Arundel/mass.html
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/coronavirus-resources-for-children-young-people-and-their-families/
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/coronavirus-resources-for-children-young-people-and-their-families/
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/in-touch-newsletters/
https://www.facebook.com/Worth-Abbey-Parish-104966314630759/?view_public_for=104966314630759
https://www.facebook.com/Worth-Abbey-Parish-104966314630759/?view_public_for=104966314630759
https://www.facebook.com/colourandshapeonline/
https://abliturgy.wordpress.com/family-materials/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/about-us/parish-giving/

