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14th / 15th November 2020
Thirty Third Sunday in OT (Year A)
No: 1236

Dear Parishioners
As I write today I am very conscious of how much I missed meeting you all at the
celebration of the Eucharist at the weekend, and indeed what a great privilege it is for me to
be able to celebrate with you. We must all pray that this loss will not be for long.
Meanwhile we are arranging to open the Abbey church each day for private prayer, and I am
very grateful to those who have offered to help as stewards and to make it possible to offer
this opportunity for an hour each day. This will begin on Sunday, from 10 am till 11 am, and
continues from Monday till Saturday from 11 am till 12 noon. This will continue at least
until we are able to invite you to mass again. Please note that entry will be by the East door,
near the Unity Room. Please wear a mask, and use the hand sanitiser and track and trace
QR or paper form.
Sunday marks the Fourth World Day of The Poor, an initiative of Pope Francis and very
characteristic of the priorities of his pontificate. He opens his message this year with a
quotation - “Stretch forth your hand to the poor” (Sir 7:32). He continues: Today these
words remain as timely as ever. They help us fix our gaze on what is essential and overcome
the barriers of indifference. Poverty always appears in a variety of guises, and calls for
attention to each particular situation. In all of these, we have an opportunity to encounter
the Lord Jesus, who has revealed himself as present in the least of his brothers and sisters
(cf. Mt 25:40). Pope Francis insists that our prayer to God and our concern for the poor must
go hand in hand. Prayer to God and solidarity with the poor and suffering are inseparable.
In order to perform an act of worship acceptable to the Lord, we have to recognize that each
person, even the poorest and most contemptible, is made in the image of God. From this
awareness comes the gift of God’s blessing, drawn by the generosity we show to the poor.
Time devoted to prayer can never become an alibi for neglecting our neighbour in need. In
fact the very opposite is true: the Lord’s blessing descends upon us and prayer attains its
goal when accompanied by service to the poor. He reflects on the part which the Church can
play by offering a sign of solidarity: For the Christian people, to remind everyone of the
great value of the common good is a vital commitment, expressed in the effort to ensure that
no one whose human dignity is violated in its basic needs will be forgotten. Pope Francis
rejoices in the many examples of generosity which the pandemic has inspired: A hand held
out is a sign; a sign that immediately speaks of closeness, solidarity and love. In these
months, when the whole world was prey to a virus that brought pain and death, despair and
bewilderment, how many outstretched hands have we seen!
Do please read the full message, available on our website.
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/fourth-world-day-of-the-poor-sunday-15th-november-2020/

May I close by suggesting two small ways in which we can respond to his message? Firstly,
please remember the food banks, which provide food for many people in our area. The
demand is ever greater as hardship comes with unemployment. The porch of the parish
office is always open to give access to the large green wheelie bin for your donations.
Secondly, I would commend to you the “World Gifts” which are promoted by CAFOD.
They write, Buy a World Gift for Christmas and help to change the lives of those living in
poverty. Do visit their website to explore how you can do this, and read many other tips for
ways to support the poor.
Bible Study Group
Unfortunately we
will be unable to
hold this group until
further notice.

To all Welcomers and Stewards
You are warmly invited to join a Digital Forum on
Thursday 19th November at 7.00pm.
We will explore the successes and challenges you have experienced in your roles
during the pandemic, as well as celebrating all that you do!
Please email the Inclusion Adviser at margaret.fraher@abdiocese.org.uk if you
wish to be involved, so a link to join the Forum can be sent to you.

ADVENT
Beginning on Friday 27th November, and for each of the Friday evenings of Advent, Bishop Richard will be
offering a live-streamed talk from Arundel Cathedral. The talks, aimed at assisting in our preparation for
Christmas, will remain available on the Diocesan website.
www.abdiocese.org.uk
Godly Play
Godly Play is a creative and engaging way of praying with children, young people and even adults! Telling
stories helps us explore God’s story,
Bible stories, our own story, and where we fit in to it all. Are you involved with, or interested in Godly Play?
Join members of the Diocesan Formation Team on Zoom, on Saturday 21st November at 10.30am. Please
contact rosie.read@abdiocese.org.uk for booking information.
CAFOD’S Faith into action event

Thanks for signing up to take part in our ‘Faith into action’ event on
Saturday 14th November to discuss how we build a better world after the pandemic.
You can join us on the day at 11:00am by clicking on this Zoom link.
If you have any problems joining, please email Chloe at csideserf@cafod.org.uk
We have an exciting day of discussions and workshops, with information below on what
the day will involve and also what time we’ll have some breaks.
11:00 – Introductions and opening prayer
11:20 – Reflection session with practical theologian Sam Ewell
12:00 – Exploring Fratelli Tutti: A message from Pope Francis
12:40 – Lunch
13:20 – Hearing from overseas communities on building a better world from the crisis
14:00 – The 2021 ‘super year’ with CAFOD's Director of Advocacy Neil Thorns
14:30 – Break
14:45 – ‘How do we reclaim our common home?’ with CAFOD campaigns
15:45 – Closing session
Please do encourage family, friends and people in your parish to join us by signing up
on the CAFOD website.
We look forward to seeing you on 14 November.
CAFOD Campaigns Team

Calling all Young Adults of the Diocese (20-30 somethings)
Before the current restrictions, our Youth and Young Adults’ Advisor had plenty of big plans for helping you
get to know other Catholics of a similar age, to form communities where you are free to be yourself, to
explore your faith, to grow in friendship, and to be a safe place for you to realise your Catholic identity.
However, this has all had to go on hold. We cannot have a Prosecco and Praise night and remain Covid
secure! What we would like to do is invite anyone who is interested to join a focus group.
This group will meet virtually to discuss the needs and desires of young adults in the Church, and, if you
would like, be involved in coming up with some creative ways to meet those needs.
If this sounds like a project you would like to be a part of, please contact the Youth Service Secretary Rosie
at rosie.read@abdiocese.org.uk or 01293 651161
Would you like to support those in your parish who are experiencing loss?
This has been a challenging year for so many people.
There is a network of trained Bereavement Supporters across the Diocese who journey alongside the
bereaved and the dying and are trained to offer supportive listening.
Do you find it easy to empathise with people? Are you a good listener?
Our next Bereavement Supporters course, begins in January 2021 and will run on Tuesdays for seven
weeks. Participants will be taught a wide range of important skills enabling them to work within their
parish, supporting the clergy in meeting the needs of the bereaved.
To find out more about joining our Ministry of Consolation team, speak to your parish priest or contact our
Marriage and Family Life Project Officer: simon.south@abdiocese.org.uk Tel: 01293 651155.
Prayers
Please pray for the continued healing of Laura Rawlinson. Please pray for her family.

Please pray for a better world.
Generous God, we thank you: For the gifts you have given us, the abundance of your Creation, and
the beauty that surrounds us. For the people whose lives have touched ours, for the love they
show, the burdens they lift, the hopes we share. Compassionate God, we ask you: to fill us with
your love, to place in our hearts a spirit of courage, to move us to reach out to others in need. And
lead us to play our part, so that now and in generations to come all your children may share in our
hope for a better world. We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen.
Please pray also for Christians suffering persecution around the world.
Loving Lord Jesus, we pray for Christians around the world who are denied the freedom to
worship you: denied the freedom to pray together, to sing hymns of adoration, to meditate on
your life-giving Word.
We pray for members of your Church who continue to practise their faith despite fear: fear of
violence, fear of the authorities, fear of arrest, fear of imprisonment, torture or worse.
We pray for members of our Church who love you no matter what: who sacrifice their jobs, their
homes, their freedom, their lives to follow and serve you.
Please see Christian Solidarity Worldwide for the special day of prayer on Sunday, 16th November.
Please pray also for Jews around the world as they mourn the death of Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, one
of their most inspirational teachers and scholars of recent times, and as they remember the
anniversary of Kristallnacht on November 9th, (1938).
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/international-day-of-prayer-for-the-persecuted-church-sunday15th-november-2020/

Anniversaries
Please pray for the Souls of – Myrtle Buckland, Geoffrey Teal, Carolyn Pickering, Alec Ricketts,
Anne Kibble, Janet McCleery, Oriel Fahey, Alicia Eborne, Ian Moore, John Belford, Joe Morice, D F Rigby and
Revd Alex MacClean.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in
peace. Amen.
Next Sunday’s Readings: Christ the King
1st Reading – Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17
2nd Reading – 1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28
Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46
The Judgement of the Nations
Daily Readings

Monday – Rev 1:1-4, 2:1-5 Luke 18:25-43 (St Gertrude the Great)
Tuesday – Rev 3:1-6, 14-22 Luke 19:1-10
Wednesday – Rev 4:1-11 Luke 19:11-28
Thursday – Rev 5:1-10 Luke 19:41-44
Friday – Rev 10:8-11 Luke 19:45-48
Saturday – Rev 11:4-12 Luke 20:27-40 (The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary)

For regular items, please see the website:
For readings for the coming week, see Universalis:
http://www.universalis.com/Europe.England.Arundel/mass.html
For children and young people’s prayer, see CAFOD’s material:
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/coronavirus-resources-for-children-young-people-and-theirfamilies/
For prayers and anniversaries see:
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/in-touch-newsletters/
Our new Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/Worth-Abbey-Parish104966314630759/?view_public_for=104966314630759
Family liturgy:
https://www.facebook.com/colourandshapeonline/
Diocesan Family Materials:
https://abliturgy.wordpress.com/family-materials/
Parish Giving:
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/about-us/parish-giving/

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood
Mobile: 07764 260216
Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313
(Parish office is currently closed please email and we will be in touch)
Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk
Secretary: Maria Stribbling (currently working from home 9am-1pm Tuesday/Wednesday))
Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979
Any cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish
Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313)
In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at parish@worth.org.uk
(by Wednesday 10am)
If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer
intentions, please let Fr Paul know.

