
In Touch 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
26th / 27th September 2020                           Twenty Sixth Sunday in OT (Year A)                                                           No: 1229 

World Day of Prayer for Migrants and Refugees 

 

Like Jesus Christ, forced to flee 
 

This is the title of the message which Pope Francis has written for this day of prayer, 

reminding us that Jesus himself had to flee his country as a young child with his family in 

order to escape persecution.  He is especially close to all who suffer in this way.  We are all 

very conscious of the tragedy of refugees as we read stories and see pictures of families 

trying to reach the UK, crossing the channel in tiny boats, and also the terrible pictures of the 

destruction of the camp at Moria on Lesbos.  The scourge of Corona makes their suffering 

even more acute. 

Pope Francis this year concentrates especially on the plight of internally displaced persons; 

but he also is very conscious of every human being who is suffering now.  He writes: In the 

light of the tragic events that have marked 2020, I would like this Message, although 

concerned with internally displaced persons, to embrace all those who are experiencing 

situations of precariousness, abandonment, marginalization and rejection as a result of 

COVID-19.  He continues, pointing to the experience of Jesus and his family: During the 

flight into Egypt, the child Jesus experienced with his parents the tragic fate of the displaced 

and refugees, which is marked by fear, uncertainty and unease (cf. Mt 2:13-15, 19-23). 

Unfortunately, in our own times, millions of families can identify with this sad reality. Almost 

every day the television and papers carry news of refugees fleeing from hunger, war and 

other grave dangers, in search of security and a dignified life for themselves and for their 

families. In each of these people, forced to flee to safety, Jesus is present as he was at the 

time of Herod. In the faces of the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the sick, strangers and 

prisoners, we are called to see the face of Christ who pleads with us to help (cf. Mt 25:31-

46). If we can recognize him in those faces, we will be the ones to thank him for having been 

able to meet, love and serve him in them. 

Pope Francis urges us: If we encounter them, we will get to know more about them. And 

knowing their stories, we will be able to understand them…Drawing close to others often 

means being willing to take risks.  He encourages us to be humble and attentive listeners. 

Please pray for all refugees, and do look at the full message on our website, and consider 

ways in which we can help: https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/social-action/refugees/ 

 

 

 

Gift Aid Envelopes 

These are now ready to collect from the Narthex. 

Thank you. 

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/social-action/refugees/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewarding for Covid-19 

Thank you for your generosity in helping us bring Christ to others in a safe way during these 
difficult times.  To register as a steward, please begin by providing your email address and filling 

out the form on our website:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1u9PAQw8I37yX2oa-

oIe8ZQJaHEGioZhPXNILzCjsOo/viewform?ts=5f256f53&edit_requested=true 

 

Dear Parishioners 
 

It is very good to be able to offer a celebration of mass which is now a little warmer than it was before, and I 
would like to express my sincere thanks to the musicians and the stewards who make this possible.   To help the 

stewards to do their job without being distracted from the celebration of the mass, may I ask you all to make 
every effort to arrive early, so that they also may take their full part in the Eucharist?  Thank you very much for 
your understanding.  At a recent meeting of our parish team it was suggested that the long benches at the back 

of church might be left for families so that they can sit together.  You will see a notice on some of them to this 
effect. 

If anyone finds it difficult to come up to the front to receive communion, please let the steward know, and stand 
up in your place at the beginning of communion so that the minister can see that this is what you wish.  If 
anyone needs communion taking to their home, please get in touch with the office and we will do our best, 

within the current limitations, to arrange a visit.  I understand that some have wondered why I do not 
distribute communion myself.  This is not from choice! but because the monastic community feel it is necessary 

for me to take this precaution in order to protect the health of the most vulnerable members of our 
community.  I hope you will understand. 

Another suggestion of the team is that, while we are not permitted to make the conventional sign of peace at 
mass, we might acknowledge the presence of other members of the congregation at this moment by making a 

gesture - a bow, or a wave, or just a smile. 
 

Finally, may I thank you all for your patience, understanding and cooperation at this difficult moment.  
 I send my prayers to you all.  Fr Paul 

 
**Please kindly continue to place the paper provided, on your seat when you leave, this helps our cleaners to deep 

clean areas that they know have been used** 

Baptism 

We are pleased to be able to offer classes preparing for the sacrament of baptism once more to families who 
live within the Worth Abbey parish, or who are regular parishioners.  Classes due to start soon. 

Please get in touch to register: parish@worth.org.uk or call 01342 710313 

 

COVID 19 – New measures 
The Government has introduced new measures to help combat the Covid 19 pandemic.  From Monday 14th 

September, when meeting friends and family you do not live with you must not meet in a group of more than 
6, indoors or outdoors. 

 
This new measure does not affect the celebration of Mass.  Church services are still being permitted 

and will take place as usual with all existing safety measures in place. 
 

Face coverings are presently mandatory in places of worship. The measure was introduced last month to 
help keep our church family safe during the Covid-19 pandemic. All those attending church are required 

to wear a face covering or mask unless they are exempt from doing so. 

Bible Study Group 

Would anyone like to join a group for Bible study?  This could be either here at Worth with a suitably 
distanced meeting, or by using zoom.  The proposals so far are to read Genesis, or the Gospel of Matthew, or 

both.  Please let me know if you can join us. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1u9PAQw8I37yX2oa-oIe8ZQJaHEGioZhPXNILzCjsOo/viewform?ts=5f256f53&edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1u9PAQw8I37yX2oa-oIe8ZQJaHEGioZhPXNILzCjsOo/viewform?ts=5f256f53&edit_requested=true
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
https://abdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6&id=cf9e06d6d4&e=39eafcb504
https://abdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6&id=1ab4a243fb&e=39eafcb504


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings: 27th Sunday in OT 
1st Reading –Isaiah 5:1-7     2nd Reading – Philippians 4:6-9 

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-43 
The Parable of the wicked tenants 

Daily Readings  

Monday – Job 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23    Luke 9:46-50 

Tuesday – Dan 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rev 12:7-12a    John 1:47-51 (St Michael and all Angels) 

Wednesday – Job 9:1-12, 14-16    Luke 9:57-62 (St Jerome) 
Thursday – Job 19:21-27    Luke 10:1-12 (St Therese of the Child Jesus) 
Friday – Job 38:1, 12-21, 40:3-5    Matt 18:1-5, 10 
Saturday – Job 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17    Matt 18:1-5, 10 

Anniversaries 
Please pray for the Souls of – Barry Pierce, Peter Burrows, Ada Fieldwick, Allan Chamberlain, Nellie Tester, 
Terence Crannigan, Dom Joseph Marshall, Archbishop Peter Amigo, Dom Richard Davey, Kathleen Wheatley 
and James Heargerty. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace.  
Amen. 

Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies (CCRS)  
The Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies (CCRS) provides 

parish leaders with knowledge and understanding of theology 
and the Catholic faith. 

You can learn the course in person, by distance learning or 
online - details can be found on our website:  

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/sacraments-
faith/adult-formation/ 

 

 

CAFOD Campaign – Time to Cancel Debt in Zambia 
Please click on the link to the CAFOD homepage for more 

information and to get involved 
https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Latest-campaigns/Time-to-

cancel-the-debt 
 

Annual Volunteer Forum 
We are blessed to have a large number of 
volunteers in our Diocese, giving of their 
time and many skills to the great benefit 

of our parish communities.  
Our Annual Volunteer Forum in Arundel 
has traditionally provided a wonderful 

opportunity for our Bishop's House team 
to meet those who serve our community 

in this way, with staff members 
delivering presentations on the latest 
developments in: Finance, Health and 

Safety, Safeguarding, Fundraising 
and Gift Aid.  

 
The current pandemic and restrictions 
presently in place mean that this year's 
forum on Saturday 7th November will 

take place online.  
Further details and a programme of 

events will be shared in future  
E-Bulletins and at 

https://www.dabnet.org/ 
 

Good Council Network 
On Monday 28th September, please pray and fast for the end 

of abortion and euthanasia in this Country.  
Your prayer and fasting is urgently needed as last year this 

country saw the highest number of abortions ever.  
For details of our live saving work see 

www.GoodCounselNetwork.com 
 

Worth Pro-Earth – Living Laudato Si 
There will be an online retreat from Boarbank Hall from 16th-19th October. 

This will be a long weekend of talks and discussions on zoom, with practical activities on living the message 
of Laudato Si in and through your parish.  More information can be found at 

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/living-laudato-si-your-parish-and-your-planet/  
 

Fracking in Balcombe 
Angus energy is requesting permission to drill in the Balcombe area. 

Balcombe parish council has said no on many occasions and the residents are asking for your help to 
continue this with as many objections as they can get.  Please see the link below if you would like to help. 

https://www.change.org/p/balcombe-drilling-cease-the-oil-exploration-activities-of-cuadrilla-in-
balcombe/u/27766241?cs_tk=Ap4TIk9GVVPtAinVbV8AAXicyyvNyQEABF8BvKxt7ZZmcVlg4lc8o_shD7g%3
D&utm_campaign=90dc13a336eb4992ac4c2d78929c4739&utm_content=initial_v0_4_0&utm_medium=em

ail&utm_source=petition_update&utm_term=cs  
 

https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/sacraments-faith/adult-formation/
https://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/sacraments-faith/adult-formation/
https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Latest-campaigns/Time-to-cancel-the-debt
https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Latest-campaigns/Time-to-cancel-the-debt
http://www.goodcounselnetwork.com/
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/living-laudato-si-your-parish-and-your-planet/
https://www.change.org/p/balcombe-drilling-cease-the-oil-exploration-activities-of-cuadrilla-in-balcombe/u/27766241?cs_tk=Ap4TIk9GVVPtAinVbV8AAXicyyvNyQEABF8BvKxt7ZZmcVlg4lc8o_shD7g%3D&utm_campaign=90dc13a336eb4992ac4c2d78929c4739&utm_content=initial_v0_4_0&utm_medium=email&utm_source=petition_update&utm_term=cs
https://www.change.org/p/balcombe-drilling-cease-the-oil-exploration-activities-of-cuadrilla-in-balcombe/u/27766241?cs_tk=Ap4TIk9GVVPtAinVbV8AAXicyyvNyQEABF8BvKxt7ZZmcVlg4lc8o_shD7g%3D&utm_campaign=90dc13a336eb4992ac4c2d78929c4739&utm_content=initial_v0_4_0&utm_medium=email&utm_source=petition_update&utm_term=cs
https://www.change.org/p/balcombe-drilling-cease-the-oil-exploration-activities-of-cuadrilla-in-balcombe/u/27766241?cs_tk=Ap4TIk9GVVPtAinVbV8AAXicyyvNyQEABF8BvKxt7ZZmcVlg4lc8o_shD7g%3D&utm_campaign=90dc13a336eb4992ac4c2d78929c4739&utm_content=initial_v0_4_0&utm_medium=email&utm_source=petition_update&utm_term=cs
https://www.change.org/p/balcombe-drilling-cease-the-oil-exploration-activities-of-cuadrilla-in-balcombe/u/27766241?cs_tk=Ap4TIk9GVVPtAinVbV8AAXicyyvNyQEABF8BvKxt7ZZmcVlg4lc8o_shD7g%3D&utm_campaign=90dc13a336eb4992ac4c2d78929c4739&utm_content=initial_v0_4_0&utm_medium=email&utm_source=petition_update&utm_term=cs


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Prayers 
Please pray for the healing of Laura Rawlinson.   Please pray for her family. 

 
Please pray for Iris Higgins, who was a parishioner in Crawley Down for many 

years, and who is now suffering from cancer.  Please pray for strength and peace of mind for her. 
 

Please pray for Nicola Carroll who died recently. 
 

Please pray for Fr Ian who is in hospital. 
 

              A prayer by Pope Francis for Refugees: 

Father, you entrusted to Saint Joseph what you held most precious: the child Jesus and his Mother, in order to 
protect them from the dangers and threats of the wicked. 

Grant that we may experience his protection and help. May he, who shared in the sufferings of those who flee 
from the hatred of the powerful, console and protect all our brothers and sisters driven by war, poverty and 

necessity to leave their homes and their lands to set out as refugees for safer places. 
Help them, through the intercession of Saint Joseph, to find the strength to persevere, give them comfort in 

sorrows and courage amid their trials. 
Grant to those who welcome them some of the tender love of this just and wise father, who loved Jesus as a true 

son and sustained Mary at every step of the way. 
May he, who earned his bread by the work of his hands, watch over those who have seen everything in life 

taken away and obtain for them the dignity of a job and the serenity of a home. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, whom Saint Joseph saved by fleeing to Egypt, and trusting in the 

intercession of the Virgin Mary, whom he loved as a faithful husband in accordance with your will. Amen. 
 
 For regular items, please see the website: 

For readings for the coming week, see Universalis: 
http://www.universalis.com/Europe.England.Arundel/mass.html 

For children and young people’s prayer, see CAFOD’s material: 
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/coronavirus-resources-for-children-young-people-and-their-

families/ 

For prayers and anniversaries see: 
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/in-touch-newsletters/ 

Our new Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/Worth-Abbey-Parish-

104966314630759/?view_public_for=104966314630759 
 

Family liturgy: 
https://www.facebook.com/colourandshapeonline/ 

 
Diocese Family Materials: 

https://abliturgy.wordpress.com/family-materials/ 
 

http://www.universalis.com/Europe.England.Arundel/mass.html
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/coronavirus-resources-for-children-young-people-and-their-families/
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/coronavirus-resources-for-children-young-people-and-their-families/
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/in-touch-newsletters/
https://www.facebook.com/Worth-Abbey-Parish-104966314630759/?view_public_for=104966314630759
https://www.facebook.com/Worth-Abbey-Parish-104966314630759/?view_public_for=104966314630759
https://www.facebook.com/colourandshapeonline/
https://abliturgy.wordpress.com/family-materials/

