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Dear Parishioners 

 

I am pleased to send you our next edition of In Touch. 

On Sunday we celebrate the feast of Pentecost.  It is a celebration which we particularly need 

just now, speaking to us, as it does, of God’s gift of life – Life in abundance, as Jesus says in 

John’s gospel.  Our gospel reading (John 20.19-23) speaks of Jesus breathing on his disciples 

– ie sharing with them the very life of God Himself, and reminding us of the account of the 

Creation of man (Gn 2) when God breathes into Adam to give him the gift of life.  We need 

this celebration just now most especially when the media speak constantly of the grim 

progress of the Corona virus, and present us with “national league tables” of the numbers of 

infections and deaths.  Of course, we need to know about these facts, but it is very important 

not to let them dominate our perception of the world, but to remember that God made us to 

live – to know Him, love Him and serve Him in this world, and to be happy with him for ever 

in the next as the penny catechism put it.    

We might remember the Jews in our prayers during these days. They will be celebrating their 

own feast of Pentecost, or Weeks, (Shavuot), on Thursday and Friday.  The Jewish tradition 

of prayer has something important to offer us here.  At the beginning of each day they recite 

a series of blessings.  They begin : Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe, 

who removest sleep from mine eyes and slumber from mine eyelids.  I give thanks unto thee, 

O living and eternal King, who hast restored my soul unto me in mercy : great is thy 

faithfulness.  Each time one awakes from sleep, the prayer implies, it is as if God gives back 

our life to us.  And so, at the start of every day, the Jew will thank God for the gift of life.  

This is something which can help all of us just now to maintain a good relationship with God 

and with life.   

In celebration of the fifth anniversary of Laudato Si Bishop Richard has announced the 

divestment of diocesan funds from petroleum companies.  He writes : “Care for the world 

that has been given to us is an increasingly pressing need. It is therefore timely that the 

Diocese of Arundel & Brighton divests from fossil fuels. This positive step will contribute to 

the common good and, I trust, pave the way for further practical action to safeguard this and 

future generations.”  Please see the website for his full text and all details. 

Worth Abbey Live Streaming –  
https://worthabbey.net/spiritual-resources/liturgy-live-streaming/ 

 

https://worthabbey.net/spiritual-resources/liturgy-live-streaming/


Please see the website for CAFOD’s material concerning the anniversary.  They write : Pope 

Francis challenges us to think again, to think differently, and to renew our commitment to 

bring about positive change. “I urgently appeal, then, for a new dialogue about how we are 

shaping the future of our planet,” he writes in Laudato Si’. “We need a conversation which 

includes everyone, since the environmental challenge we are undergoing, and its human 

roots, concern and affect us all.”  During isolation and lockdown, time may feel elastic, but 

sometimes it needs to be grasped with both hands, so that we can, together – even when we 

are physically apart – create a world in which our children, our grandchildren and all future 

generations can flourish and live well.  May we all find ways to heed this call. 

 

 

The Feast of Pentecost 

 

On Sunday we celebrate the feast of Pentecost, which the Church counts as the second great 

feast of our year, after Easter itself.  We celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit, who, in John’s 

theology, makes Jesus present again in the Church, and, indeed, marks the birthday of the 

Church, the creation by God’s love of the Christian community.  The feast however has a 

Jewish origin.  The name means fifty – i.e. fifty days after the celebration of Passover.  

(Hence, in the Jewish tradition, it is also known as The Feast of Weeks – i.e. a week of 

weeks, forty nine, or fifty, days.)  Like the other pilgrimage feasts of the Jewish calendar it 

began as an agricultural feast – a celebration of the wheat harvest; as Unleavened bread was 

the celebration of the barley harvest, and Passover of the lambing season; and the feast of 

Ingathering, or Tents, of the fruit harvest.  Gradually each of these came to celebrate 

moments of salvation history : Passover and Unleavened Bread, the Exodus from Egypt; 

Tents, the desert wandering after the Exodus; and the feast of Pentecost became the 

celebration of the giving of the Law at Mount Sinai.  Luke’s account of the coming of the 

Spirit in Acts cp 2 reflects this original setting of the feast.  He describes it thus :2And 

suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 

entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and 

a tongue rested on each of them.  This description reflects the descent of the Lord, the storm 

God, on Mt Sinai in Exodus cp 19, at the giving of the Law.  Later Jewish tradition affirmed 

that not only the Hebrew people, but all the nations of the earth, were present at that moment, 

and that the Law was offered to all, each hearing it in his own language.  So Luke continues : 
4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the 

Spirit gave them ability. 5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven 

living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 

each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.  Jewish commentators 

concluded that while every nation heard the Law, the Jews were the only ones who accepted 

it.  Luke’s account in effect reverses this.  Everyone hears and many are converted and join 

the Christian community.  Later Christian commentators suggest that God in this way 



reversed the incident of the Tower of Babel, (Genesis cp 11) when sin gave rise to a 

confusion of languages and the collapse of communication.  At Pentecost in the Spirit all the 

peoples of the world are united. 

So how do we understand this passage today ?  First of all we must hear and accept God’s 

promise to share His life with us, a life which is stronger than any force which can threaten 

us.  We also hear it as an encouragement to preserve unity and communication at a time 

when our country is threatened with division and extremism, often driven by hatred and 

xenophobia.  We need to cultivate the Christian virtue of hospitality to the stranger and to 

promote the strengthening of our communities.  Another step is to foster our own Christian 

unity through ecumenism.  Do please join the on-line ecumenical service which will be 

offered on Sunday, and please pray for the unity of our Churches.  Please follow the link to 

join in prayer - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJKSITB-Pj0ThBqR2dvLiyg  available 

from 3 pm. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
    

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Prayers 

Please pray for the healing of Laura Rawlinson.   Please pray for her family. 
 

Please pray for all in need of healing and those who care for them.  
 

Please pray for those who live alone, especially our own parishioners. 
 

Please pray for all who are suffering from mental illness. 
 

Please pray for Fr Patrick, who is now back at Worth, but receiving treatment 
regularly at the Marsden Hospital. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 

Please pray for the Souls of  Mary Payne, Ethne Atkins, Jacques Van Heusen, Philip 

Hughes, Margaret Calloway, Paddy Tritton, Mabel Pronger, Dom Bernard Moss, Lloyd 

Midgeley, Dennis Litchfield. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest 
in peace. Amen. 

Parish Finances 

I would like to thank very much all those of you who have been generous enough  
to change from using Gift Aid envelopes to making a standing order in  

favour of the parish.   
 

At this moment when we have no congregation in church our income has fallen by 
about £750 per week in the absence of the plate collection.   

 
If anyone else could consider making a standing order I would be most grateful.   
Do please get in touch with the parish and we will send you the necessary forms.   

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJKSITB-Pj0ThBqR2dvLiyg


 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Art that Comforts from the Vatican 

A new initiative between the Vatican Museum and Vatican News has resulted in the creation of a platform 
showcasing masterpieces held in the Vatican's art collection, accompanied by extracts written by a selection of 

Popes. This engaging and uplifting resource can be found on the Vatican News website  

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-03/vatican-museum-beauty-art-
spirituality-comfort-faith-pope.html 

 
 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings: Trinity Sunday 
1st Reading – Exodus 34: 4-6.8-9          2nd Reading – 2 Corinthians 13: 11-13 

Gospel: John 3:  16-18 
God sent His Son so that through him the world might be saved. 

 
 

Daily Readings : (Week 9 of Ordinary Time – Year 2) 

Monday – 2 Peter  1:2-7   Mark 12: 1-12 

Tuesday – 2 Peter 3: 11-15. 17-18   Mark 12: 13-17 

 

Virtual Children’s Liturgy 

Join Bronagh, Eileen and Martin at 10am this Sunday for our next virtual children's liturgy.   Register 
here:  https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

 

A prayer for our earth 

 

All powerful God, you are present in the universe and in the smallest of your creatures. 

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. Pour out upon us the power of your 

love, that we may protect life and beauty.  

Fill us with your peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one.  

O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, so precious 

in your eyes. Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it, 

that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.  

Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the earth.  

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and contemplation, to 

recognize that we are profoundly united with every creature as we journey towards your 

infinite light.  

We thank you for being with us each day. Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle, for 

justice, love and peace. 

(From Laudato Si.) 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-03/vatican-museum-beauty-art-spirituality-comfort-faith-pope.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-03/vatican-museum-beauty-art-spirituality-comfort-faith-pope.html
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy


Wednesday – St Charles Lwanga and Companions, Martyrs of Uganda :  
2 Timothy 1: 1-3.6-12; Mark 12; 18-27 

Thursday – Our Lord Jesus Christ the Eternal High Priest : Gen : 22: 9-18    Matt 26: 36-42 
Friday – St Boniface : 2 Timothy 3: 10-17   Mark  12: 35-37 
Saturday – 2 Timothy 4: 1-8   Mark 12: 38-44 

Worth Abbey Parish, Paddockhurst Road, Turners Hill, West Sussex, RH10 4SB  

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood  
Mobile: 07764 260216  

 
For the foreseeable future, Maria will be working from home.  

We will all be in contact through email and will pick up your telephone messages.  
 

Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk               Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313  
Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk        Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.15am-1.15pm Mon-Fri)  

 
Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979  

Any cheques to be made payable to:  Worth Abbey Parish  

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313)  

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact us at parish@worth.org.uk (By 
Wednesday morning)  

If you have any prayer intentions, please let Fr Paul know 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 


