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Dom Bede Hill, 1931-2020 

 

Fr Bede was clothed as a novice at Worth in 1958, and was ordained priest in 1963. 

Just four years later, in 1967, he began his time in Peru, which was to influence his life so 

deeply.  He was the first superior of the community which began pastoral work in the 

Apurimac Valley, a post which he held until 1975.  In this year the community moved to 

Lima, and Fr Bede established the parish in Las Flores and served as the first parish priest 

there until he returned to England in 1978.  While in Peru he became an enthusiastic disciple 

and a friend of Fr Gustavo Gutierrez, the “Father” of Liberation Theology, and this 

spirituality, with its option for the poor, marked everything he did, most especially his 

pastoral work. 

In 1979 he was made parish priest of the Worth Abbey parish, a job which he fulfilled with 

great energy and enthusiasm.  This was also the year in which Frs Alexander, James and I 

were ordained, and we joined his team to work in the villages, Fr Alex in Balcombe, Fr 

James in Turners Hill, and I in West Hoathly.  When he began this job it had been intended to 

be work for one or two partially retired monks.  There were then no parish premises.  He 

would often ask, “How many other parishes are administered from a bedroom?”  With 

characteristic energy he set about expanding the work, and eventually managed to acquire a 

second hand wooden hut as an office, soon to be known as Uncle Tom’s Cabin.  It was he 

who began celebrating mass in Crawley Down for the first time, beginning in the village 

hall, and then negotiating with Rev Richard Sweet Escott and his team to celebrate weekly in 

All Saints parish church, for which we remain most grateful.  He worked with great energy 

to build up the catholic community there, and formed many friendships, both with the 

catholic community and among the Anglican flock.  He built up relationships in many ways, 

including parties, always lavishly supported by generous parishioners, trips to the theatre, 

and taking fishing parties from Brighton.  He began to talk of buying a parish fishing boat at 

one moment, something which his curates managed to persuade him to forget. 

While serving as PP, which he did until 1988, he also worked for St Wilfrid’s School in 

Crawley as a member of their governing body, which he chaired from 1980 to 1987.  He 

served as Dean of the local deanery in 1987 and 1988.  He also brought his experience of 

Liberation Theology to service with CAFOD on their Management Committee and Latin 

America Projects Committee, and supported and spoke at the National Justice and Peace 

Worth Abbey Live Streaming –  
https://worthabbey.net/spiritual-resources/liturgy-live-streaming/ 

 

https://worthabbey.net/spiritual-resources/liturgy-live-streaming/


Conference at Swanwick.  In 1980 Fr Bede played a significant role at the National Pastoral 

Congress at Liverpool, working in the commission for Justice and Peace, and helping to 

write the final document. 

Fr Bede held many other offices and jobs after his time as Parish Priest.  Reading through the 

long list I am impressed by the energy and talents which he exercised in so many different 

ways to serve many people. 

May he rest in peace. 

Fr Paul 

 

 

We thank Gillian Maher for this tribute to Fr Bede 

Fr Bede remembered… 

 

I first met Fr Bede nearly forty years ago when one of our sons joined the group of children 

preparing for their First Holy Communion in 1982.  He immediately impressed me as “a real 

Vatican II priest” – a sensitive listener, open to change and with a wonderful sense of 

humour. 

We began a discussion of my own spiritual journey, when I explained that as a pre-Vatican II 

teenager, I decided that I could not accept the Church’s teaching on contraception and opted 

not to be confirmed.  Suffice to say that, after several months of weekly discussions with Fr 

Bede, I was inspired to confirm my faith in the Catholic Church of Vatican II. 

During this time Fr Bede shared many of his experiences of working in Peru with a 

desperately impoverished rural community and his passion for social justice. 

He was an immensely practical man and used his experience of farming and agriculture, to 

improve the lives and productivity of the subsistence farmers he worked with during his 

ministry. 

In no time, he had co-opted me to help write In Touch and become increasingly involved in 

the life of the parish, especially in promoting the cause of Justice and Peace. 

Fr Bede was a brilliant community-builder; inspiring confidence in parishioners and co-

opting parents in teams to prepare our younger parishioners for their First Holy Communion 

and Confirmation. 

He then involved others in running a Youth Group for the teenagers, which included never-

to-be-forgotten weekends, camping in the Bermondsey Huts on the estate.  Definitely not a 

project for the faint-hearted; but always supported by Fr Bede who would celebrate the 

concluding Mass for the group. 



Once a year we would celebrate the life of the Parish with a “fiesta”, commencing with 

Sunday Mass, followed by a shared lunch, with games for the children and music to entertain 

the adults, provided by parishioners and occasionally members of the Lay Community. It 

was then that Fr Bede’s secret passion for trifle became known - and so innumerable 

varieties would be produced for his delectation.  I will never forget the sight of Fr Bede 

joyfully carrying away a surplus fruit cake at the end of one of the revels, to be 

“transformed” into a trifle later on… 

After retiring from the Parish, Fr Bede became Estate Manager for Worth and would 

entertain us with graphic accounts of his experiences while trying to protect the trees (which 

were a source of income) from the deer, who also contributed to the income. 

Other tales would be shared about Fr Bede and his bees, when during a warm summer, he 

would retrieve a swarm from another part of the county, only to discover that the Queen had 

eluded him.  He would then have to return to retrieve his Queen, in order to ensure that the 

swarm would all follow! 

Truly he was a “man of many parts” and “for all seasons” and we will cherish all our 

memories of him. 

May God rest his Soul 

 

The Ascension 

On Thursday we celebrate the Feast of the Ascension.  In an older form of the liturgy, this 

was marked by the extinguishing of the Paschal candle during mass, thus signifying the end 

of the period of forty days during which, according to Luke’s scheme, Jesus appeared to his 

disciples.  (It is significant that St Paul did not share in these appearances.)  Today, we no 

longer extinguish the candle, as this can give the impression that the feast is about Jesus 

leaving us, his absence.  In fact, of course, it is not about his absence, but about his triumph, 

and, as such, forms an equal part with the celebration of Easter.  Both feasts celebrate his 

exaltation, but using different symbolism.  At Easter we speak of Jesus’ triumph over death, 

and his return from the place of the dead; at the Ascension, we speak of his triumph over 

hostile spiritual powers – anything which might separate us from God – and his going up to 

heaven to share his Father’s reign.  In our second reading today, we hear : God raised him 

from the dead and made him sit at his right hand, in heaven …He has put all things under his 

feet. (Ephesians 1.20-23)  Our celebration reminds us this that is all for our sake : Where the 

Head has gone before in glory, the Body is called to follow in hope.  (Collect of the day)  

Elsewhere in the letter to the Ephesians, Paul writes : God raised us up with Jesus, and gave 

us a place with him in heaven. (2.6)  In the earliest Christian liturgy the entire period of fifty 

days from Easter to Pentecost was regarded as one ‘great Sunday’, a continuous celebration 

of the triumph of Jesus.  Later, the liturgy adopted Luke’s chronology – he is the only New 

Testament author who distinguishes the Ascension from the Resurrection – and divided the 

time, distinguishing Easter, Ascension and Pentecost.  Today’s feast leads into Pentecost, 

which we celebrate in the days time, by emphasising that Jesus sends the Holy Spirit from 

his place ‘at God’s right hand’, sharing in the power and authority of the Father. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
    

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Prayers 

Please pray for the healing of Laura Rawlinson.   Please pray for her family. 
 

Please pray for all in need of healing and those who care for them.  
 

Please pray for those who live alone, especially our own parishioners. 
 

Please pray for Fr Patrick, who was admitted to the Marsden Hospital.  (He is 
expected to return to Worth very soon.) 

 
Please pray for Patricia Blake who died recently.  RIP. 

 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 

Please pray for the Souls of Anita Weston-Burt, Charles Wilson, Emma Brackpool, 

Russell Brailey, Brian Groombridge, Dick Wheeler, Jacque Dickenson   

 

 Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest 
in peace. 

in peace. Amen. 
 

Sam Bryant 

Stan Bogacz  

Pamela Kennedy 

Wendy Horton  

Mrs Neve 

. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest 
in peace. Amen. 

 

Virtual Children’s Liturgy 

Join Bronagh, Eileen and Martin at 10am this Sunday for our next virtual children's liturgy.   Register 
here:  https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

Art that Comforts from the Vatican 

A new initiative between the Vatican Museum and Vatican News has resulted in the creation of a platform 
showcasing masterpieces held in the Vatican's art collection, accompanied by extracts written by a selection of 

Popes. This engaging and uplifting resource can be found on the Vatican News website  
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-03/vatican-museum-beauty-art-spirituality-

comfort-faith-pope.html 

Parish Finances 

I would like to thank very much all those of you who have been generous enough  
to change from using Gift Aid envelopes to making a standing order in  

favour of the parish.   
 

At this moment when we have no congregation in church our income has fallen by 
about £750 per week in the absence of the plate collection.   

 
If anyone else could consider making a standing order I would be most grateful.   
Do please get in touch with the parish and we will send you the necessary forms.   

 
Thank you very much.   

Fr Paul 

https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-03/vatican-museum-beauty-art-spirituality-comfort-faith-pope.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-03/vatican-museum-beauty-art-spirituality-comfort-faith-pope.html


 
 

 

             A Prayer of Solidarity 

For all who have contracted coronavirus,  
We pray for care and healing. 

For those who are particularly vulnerable,  
We pray for safety and protection. 

For all who experience fear or anxiety,  
We pray for peace of mind and spirit. 

For affected families who are facing difficult decisions between food on the table or public safety,  
We pray for policies that recognize their plight. 

For those who are afraid to access care due to immigration status,  
We pray for recognition of the God-given dignity of all. 

For our brothers and sisters around the world,  
We pray for shared solidarity. 

For public officials and decision makers,  
We pray for wisdom and guidance. 

Father, during this time may your Church be a sign of hope, comfort and love to all. 
Grant peace.  Grant comfort.  Grant healing.  Be with us, Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Worth Abbey Parish, Paddockhurst Road, Turners Hill, West Sussex,  
RH10 4SB 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul 
Fleetwood 

Mobile: 07764 
260216 

 
For the foreseeable future, Maria will be working from 
home. 

We will all be in contact through email and will pick up your telephone 
messages. 

 
Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk              Parish Office Tel: 01342 
710313 

Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk       Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.15am-1.15pm Mon-
Fri) 

 
Night time emergencies only: 07494 
484979 

 
 

 

 

 

Worth Abbey Parish, Paddockhurst Road, Turners Hill, West Sussex, RH10 4SB  

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood  
Mobile: 07764 260216  

 
For the foreseeable future, Maria will be working from home.  

We will all be in contact through email and will pick up your telephone messages.  
 

Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk               Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313  
Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk        Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.15am-1.15pm Mon-Fri)  

 
Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979  

Any cheques to be made payable to:  Worth Abbey Parish  

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313)  

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at 
parish@worth.org.uk (By Wednesday morning)  

If you have any prayer intentions, please let Fr Paul know 

mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/


 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


