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Dear Parishioners 

Welcome to our first “slimmed down” edition of In Touch.  You might like to think of it as 

war time economy.  As you know, Maria Stribbling has accepted furlough for the immediate 

future in order to help our financial situation, for which I am very grateful.  Thinking of 

which, I would like to thank very much all of you who have so kindly started a standing 

order for our parish, which helps to compensate for the envelopes which we are not receiving 

at the moment.  And thank you those who have helped in other ways too.  Some of you might 

like to use the just giving link on the website. 

Fr Patrick has sent his very grateful thanks to all of you who have been praying for him and 

who have sent messages of support.  So too the parents of Laura Rawlinson, Jan and Lee, 

who are grateful for your generous support of their daughter. 

Please pray also for the families whose children should have been making their First Holy 

Communion this Sunday.  You will find their names in the prayer section below. 

 

The Year of The Word 

 

You will remember that this started with the feast of St Jerome in September last year, and 

that on the First Sunday in Advent we began the Year of St Matthew, whose gospel we 

follow in the lectionary during the year until next Advent, when we change to Mark, and the 

following year to Luke.  These three are known as the Synoptic Gospels, because they 

portray Jesus’ ministry from largely the same perspective, and follow the framework set by 

Mark, probably the first to write a gospel.  John’s gospel does not have its “own year”, but is 

read on some Sundays and weekdays in the special seasons, most particularly towards the 

end of Lent, in Holy Week and Eastertide.   

John’s gospel is unlike the synoptics in significant ways : it does not follow Marks’s scheme 

of events and materials, and contains other important events not recorded by the others.  John 

says nothing of the birth of Jesus, giving us instead in the Prologue a meditation on the pre-

Incarnate Word who became flesh in Jesus.  He has no actual baptism, and his Last Supper is 

not a Passover meal nor does it contain the institution of the Eucharist; but instead it contains 

Jesus’ final teaching which culminates in his action of washing his disciples’ feet.  While the 

synoptics have only one visit by Jesus to Jerusalem, in the last few days of his life, John 

relates several visits.  The synoptic gospels set Jesus’ “cleansing” of the Temple in Jerusalem 
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at the start of their narrative of Holy Week, leading to Jesus’ arrest, while John sets this 

incident in the Temple at the beginning of his gospel, in chapter two.  He also records events 

which the others do not – the Marriage Feast at Cana and the raising of Lazarus. 

Each of the four gospels has its own theology, or perspective, but John’s gospel has a very 

clear presentation of Jesus which is all his own, emphasising Jesus’ divinity.  The Word was 

God. And he came to make God known as revelation incarnate - No one has ever seen God. 

It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.  He 

shares in the Father’s Creative activity - All things came into being through him.  (1.2, 3 & 

18)  Jesus makes constant reference to his divinity in this gospel, using the expression I Am, 

(alluding to God’s name revealed at the Burning Bush, Ex 3.14) and I and the Father are 

one.  (eg 8.58; 10.30)  The divinity of Jesus is also prominent in this Sunday’s gospel - ‘I am 

the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
7
If you 

know me, you will know my Father also.  Whoever has seen me has seen the Father… 
10

Do 

you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me?’  (14.6-10)  

Like Matthew, John is writing for a Jewish Christian community (though, like Matthew, he is 

also committed to a Church which welcomes Gentiles) and shows Jesus replacing the Jewish 

institutions and traditions which bring salvation.  Writing at the end of the first century, after 

the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem, in AD 70, and the collapse of the Judaism which 

had preceded it, he witnessed the re-definition of Jewish identity by the Pharisees which 

involved the expulsion of any who recognised Jesus as Messiah. (The Jews had already 

agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the 

synagogue. – 9.22)    

Jesus himself is the only means of salvation.  In the Prologue Jesus is pictured as the Tent of 

Meeting where, in the desert wanderings, the Israelites met with God - The Word became 

flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory – literally, he pitched his tent.  And this 

is continued in cp 2 – Jesus replaces the Temple in Jerusalem.  Challenging them to destroy 

the Temple, he says he will build it again in three days; and John comments - He was 

speaking of the temple of his body. (2.19 & 21)  We now meet God through the death and 

resurrection of Jesus.  Jesus also replaces the manna in the desert.  After the miracle of the 

loaves (cp 6), Jesus says, ‘I am the bread of life…I am the living bread that came down from 

heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever; and the bread that I will give for the 

life of the world is my flesh.’.  (vv 35, 51)  The manna it was believed would fall again at the 

coming of the Kingdom, and the miracle at Cana also shows Jesus as the presence of God’s 

Kingdom, life in abundance. 

Jesus also replaces the Jewish feasts : first of all Passover – Jesus is acclaimed by John as 

The lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world (1.29) and is condemned by Pilate 

while the lambs for Passover are being slaughtered in the Temple (1.29 & 19.14)  Equally the 

feast of Tabernacles, the autumn festival celebrating the fruit harvest and the fertility of the 

land and the gift of rain : Jesus proclaims,  ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 
38

and let 

the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, “Out of the believer’s heart shall 

flow rivers of living water.” ’ 
39

Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were 

to receive.  (7.35-39) These words are fulfilled at his death on the cross – Bowing his head he 

gave up the Spirit. (19.30) 

On our website you will find many materials to help you engage with The Year of The Word, 



in the section of adult formation within sacraments and faith.  In particular I commend to you 

resources for lectio divina, the prayerful reading of scripture.  I would like to express my 

grateful thanks to Meg Rew who offers us so much excellent material on the parish website.  

I wish you all a safe and a peaceful week in the Lord’s protection.  With my prayers. 

Fr Paul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
    

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Prayers 

Please pray for the healing of Laura Rawlinson.   Please pray for her family. 
 

Please pray for all in need of healing and those who care for them.  
 

Please pray for those who live alone, especially our own parishioners. 
 

Please pray for Fr Patrick, who was admitted to the Marsden Hospital. 
 

Please pray for Patricia Blake who is unwell in Francis Court Care Home. 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 

Please pray for the Souls of – Jim Kilduff, Hilary Walker, Peter Hutchings, Sam Bryant  

Stan Bogacz , Pamela Kennedy, Wendy Horton, Mrs Neve.  Eternal rest grant unto them, 
O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. 

in peace. Amen. 
 

Sam Bryant 

Stan Bogacz  

Pamela Kennedy 

Wendy Horton  

Mrs Neve 

. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest 
in peace. Amen. 

Virtual Children’s Liturgy 

Join Bronagh, Eileen and Martin at 10am this Sunday for our next virtual children's liturgy.   Register 
here:  https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

Parish Finances 

I would like to thank very much all those of you who have been generous enough  
to change from using Gift Aid envelopes to making a standing order in  

favour of the parish.   
 

At this moment when we have no congregation in church our income has fallen by 
about £750 per week in the absence of the plate collection.   

 
If anyone else could consider making a standing order I would be most grateful.   
Do please get in touch with the parish and we will send you the necessary forms.   

 
Thank you very much.   

Fr Paul 

 

https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

             A Prayer of Solidarity 

For all who have contracted coronavirus,  
We pray for care and healing. 

For those who are particularly vulnerable,  
We pray for safety and protection. 

For all who experience fear or anxiety,  
We pray for peace of mind and spirit. 

For affected families who are facing difficult decisions between food on the table or public safety,  
We pray for policies that recognize their plight. 

For those who are afraid to access care due to immigration status,  
We pray for recognition of the God-given dignity of all. 

For our brothers and sisters around the world,  
We pray for shared solidarity. 

For public officials and decision makers,  
We pray for wisdom and guidance. 

Father, during this time may your Church be a sign of hope, comfort and love to all. 
Grant peace.  Grant comfort.  Grant healing.  Be with us, Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Art that Comforts from the Vatican 

A new initiative between the Vatican Museum and Vatican News has resulted in the creation of a platform 
showcasing masterpieces held in the Vatican's art collection, accompanied by extracts written by a selection of 

Popes. This engaging and uplifting resource can be found on the Vatican News website  
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-03/vatican-museum-beauty-art-spirituality-

comfort-faith-pope.html 

Worth Abbey Parish, Paddockhurst Road, Turners Hill, West Sussex, RH10 4SB  

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood  
Mobile: 07764 260216  

 
For the foreseeable future, Maria will be working from home.  

We will all be in contact through email and will pick up your telephone messages.  
 

Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk               Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313  
Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk        Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.15am-1.15pm Mon-Fri)  

 
Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979  

Any cheques to be made payable to:  Worth Abbey Parish  

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313)  

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at 
parish@worth.org.uk (By Wednesday morning)  

If you have any prayer intentions, please let Fr Paul know 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-03/vatican-museum-beauty-art-spirituality-comfort-faith-pope.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-03/vatican-museum-beauty-art-spirituality-comfort-faith-pope.html


 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 


