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Dear Parishioners 

This week we are sending you your copy of In Touch by email, following the request which 

some of you have made.  I hope you will find this convenient and a good way of staying in 

contact with the parish.  If you would prefer not to receive the email copy, please let us 

know.  In Touch will still be posted on the parish website, as always, where you will find 

much material to encourage your prayer and Christian life while the doors of our churches 

have to remain closed.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank Meg Rew very much 

for the great care she takes to offer us so much interesting material on our parish website (see 

worthabbeyparish) and helping us all to stay in touch with one another. 

At Worth we have been pleased to learn that many are tuning in to the streaming of our 

liturgies, and I hope that, while this is no substitute for your physical presence with us in 

church, you are finding this helpful.  (This is available on the parish website, with the texts 

in Universalis, also on the homepage.)  With this in mind, I thought it might be helpful to 

offer a few notes on the theory and practice of our monastic prayer. 

The heart of our offices is the prayer of the psalms, which have been used by monks since 

the earliest Christian centuries.  Indeed, the psalms have formed a continuous “stream” of 

prayer over three millennia.  Authorship of the psalms is attributed in a very general way to 

King David, who became King in about 1,000 BC; and, being now used by the Christian 

Church across the world, we can sense that when we pray with the Psalms we are stepping 

into a river of faith which stretches far back in time, and flows around the entire world.  To 

pray the psalms is to be united in a profound way with believers, Christian and Jewish, of all 

time and in all places. 

The Christian interpretation of the psalms is that they are the prayers of Jesus: as the Head of 

the Body, he prays always on our behalf, and we, the Body, are invited to join with him.  The 

gospels, especially St Luke’s, frequently show us Jesus at prayer, and the disciples ask him 

to teach them to pray.  He teaches them the Our Father, so encouraging us to share in his 

relationship with God: adopted sons and daughters, united with Jesus, the Son, and our 

brother, and united too with one another, in prayer to God our Father.  (Lk 11.1-4) 

Jesus himself, and all his first disciples, would have prayed the psalms constantly, for they 

are at the heart of Jewish spirituality.  You may remember that the authors of the synoptic 

gospels tell how, after his last supper with his disciples, Jesus sings the psalms with them 

before walking down to the Garden of Gethsemane.  In Jewish tradition these psalms are 

known as the Hallel, or psalms of praise (pss 113 – 118), and to this day are the traditional 

Worth Abbey Live Streaming –  
https://worthabbey.net/spiritual-resources/liturgy-live-streaming/ 

 

https://worthabbey.net/spiritual-resources/liturgy-live-streaming/


way to end the Passover supper celebrations.  And Luke ends his gospel telling us that, after 

the Ascension of Jesus, the disciples went daily for prayers in the Temple – Lk 24.53 – where 

we find them again after Pentecost, at the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles, 2.46; 3.1.  

At this moment, when most are denied the opportunity to receive sacramental Holy 

Communion, I would invite you to consider this prayer of the Psalms in union with Jesus as 

another form of communion with him and with one another. 

I send my prayers for you all. 

Fr Paul 

You might like to use the prayer for Easter Sunday in your own prayers this week: 

 

O God, who, through your Son, have conquered death and unlocked  

for us the path to eternity, 

 

Grant that we who keep the feast of our Lord’s Resurrection, 

Renewed by your Spirit, may rise up to the light of life. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
    

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

The Worth Pro-Earth 

The material will appear on our Website, 
week by week. 

 Virtual Children’s Liturgy 
Join Bronagh, Eileen and Martin at 10am this Sunday for our 

next virtual children's liturgy.   Register 
here:  https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

Earth Day 2020 
Earth Day is April 22 of every year. April 22, 2020 will mark 50 years of Earth Day.   

The theme for Earth Day 2020 is climate action. There’s so much you can do to help protect and restore our 
planet, e.g. joining a cleanup 

https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2020/ 
 

Prayers 

Please pray for the healing of Laura Rawlinson.   Please pray for her family. 
 

Please pray for all in need of healing and those who care for them.  
 

Please pray for those who live alone, especially our own parishioners. 
 

Please pray for Fr Patrick, who was admitted to the Marsden Hospital suddenly. 
 

Please pray for the soul of Ian Cobb, who died recently.  Please pray for his sister 
Aileen Loney, her husband Gerry, and all the family. 

 
Please pray for Helen Sweetman recovering in hospital. 

 

Anniversaries 

Please pray for the Souls of – Maureen Royds-Jones, Jim Rochford and Don Cooper.  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. 
Amen. 

https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2020/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Those of you who normally attend the Saturday mass at Worth will remember our 
parishioner Laura Rawlinson, and her parents, Lee and Jan.  It is now almost a year since I 
baptised Laura’s first child, Ella, at Worth. Very soon after this Laura contracted a rare 
disease which left her almost completely paralysed, and she has been under medical care 
ever since.  The family appreciate our prayers for Laura and for all of them.  Thanks be to 
God, Laura makes constant progress, and her parents send this report.  If anyone can help 
with her medical expenses do please make a contribution.  Thank you.  Fr Paul 

 

Please see update from Laura’s parents below – 

Laura’s Progress –14th April 2020 

Thank you for your continued prayers for Laura and her family. 

Laura has now been home for just over a month and continues to progress slowly.  

We believe her nerves have almost completely recovered and it is now necessary to 

work on strengthening her muscles, wasted through a vast amount of time spent in 
a hospital bed.  She has more movement and dexterity in her hands and is able to 

walk with a Zimmer frame with some help.  She is able to access some online 
therapy with a local neuro physiotherapist and her brother, Paul, who is a qualified 

physio and personal trainer. 

Her funding at RHN has now finished but we know that her funding with Queen 

Elizabeth Foundation has been approved which means that she will have 12 weeks of 
inpatient treatment at their facility in Banstead which we  understand will transfer to 

a brand new facility in Leatherhead in April.  They have spoken to QEF recently and 
the funding is still in place to commence as soon as it is safe to do so. 

We know that the costs of care and physiotherapy at home will be high and James 
has been able to use some of the generous donations from their GoFundMe appeal 

to help towards the physiotherapy costs.  The website is 
http://www.gofundme.com/f/LauraGBS which explains her story and what 

help she will need.  

Thank you again for all your support and love.  Please continue to hold Laura, James 
and Ella in your prayers – especially asking the Lord to keep her free of the corona 

virus and any other infections and that her cough and swallowing get stronger.  Her 
care is currently by James (whilst trying to work from home part time) and his 

mother and step father.  We are unable to be involved at the moment as we may 
unwittingly bring the virus into their locked-down house.  At least they have now 

been approved for priority online deliveries of food.   

We thank God that through all this even more challenging time Laura has managed 

to remain positive and determined and has kept her sense of humour.  Also we are 
grateful that when the lockdown at hospital took place she was already at home with 

her family.   

Jan and Lee 

 

 

 

http://www.gofundme.com/f/LauraGBS


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Prayer of Solidarity 

For all who have contracted coronavirus,  
We pray for care and healing. 

For those who are particularly vulnerable,  
We pray for safety and protection. 

For all who experience fear or anxiety,  
We pray for peace of mind and spirit. 

For affected families who are facing difficult decisions between food on the table or public 
safety,  

We pray for policies that recognize their plight. 

For those who are afraid to access care due to immigration status,  
We pray for recognition of the God-given dignity of all. 

For our brothers and sisters around the world,  
We pray for shared solidarity. 

For public officials and decision makers,  
We pray for wisdom and guidance. 

Father, during this time may your Church be a sign of hope, comfort and love to all. 
Grant peace. 

Grant comfort. 
Grant healing. 

Be with us, Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

LIVE- STREAMING FROM THE NATIONAL SHRINE OF OUR LADY 
 

In addition to the regular programme there will be the following: 
AN EIGHT DAY RETREAT 

Monsignor John Armitage will leadan Eight Day Retreat.  
This willstart after Compline at 8pm on Sunday 19th April 

and finish on Sunday 26th April. 
Details of the retreat programme are given on the Shrine website:  www.walsingham.org.uk 

 
CATECHESIS 

The Shrine is very grateful to Father Stephen Wang for allowing us to use his Sycamore Program. We shall be 
showing the 20 half hour videos, starting on Monday 27th April. They will be shown at 10.30am and 4.00pm 

each day. 
 

http://www.walsingham.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“To hate no one.  Not to be jealous or envious.  To hate strife.   
To evidence no arrogance.  Never despair of God’s Mercy” 

(St Benedict) 

 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings: Third Sunday of Easter 
1st Reading –Acts 2:14, 22-33          2nd Reading – 1 Peter1:17-21 

Gospel: Luke 24:13-35   
They recognised him at the breaking of bread 

Daily Readings – Easter Week 

Monday – Acts 4:23-31    John 3:1-8 

Tuesday – Acts 4:32-37    John 3:7b-15 (St Anselm) 

Wednesday – Acts 5:17-26    John 3:16-21 
Thursday – Acts 5:27-33    John 3:31-36 (St George) 
Friday – Acts 5:34-42    John 6:1-15 
Saturday –  1 Pet 5:5-14    Mark 16:15-20 (St Mark) 

Worth Abbey Parish, Paddockhurst Road, Turners Hill, West Sussex, RH10 4SB  

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood  
Mobile: 07764 260216  

 
For the foreseeable future, Maria will be working from home.  

We will all be in contact through email and will pick up your telephone messages.  
 

Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk               Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313  
Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk        Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.15am-1.15pm Mon-Fri)  

 
Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979  

Any cheques to be made payable to:  Worth Abbey Parish  

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313)  

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at 
parish@worth.org.uk (By Wednesday morning)  

If you have any prayer intentions, please let Fr Paul know


