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Dear Parishioners 

I write today very conscious that the sudden and drastic changes to our lifestyle occupy our 

attention in a way which feels quite invasive.  Some will feel desolate at enforced isolation, 

and some will be anxious for loved ones who cannot isolate, especially those who work in 

the Health Service.  For us Christians, the loss of public liturgy followed by the complete 

closure of all our churches seems especially hard to accept at a moment when the practice of 

our faith might offer the strongest support and comfort.  Perhaps for Catholics the blow is 

especially hard because we value our sacraments as the primary way in which we relate with 

God, and, at some deep level, the Eucharist is also our way to relate with one another as 

Christians.  (I am also aware that here at Worth we have been slow to provide streaming, 

which many of you will be using to stay in touch with the Church.  I do apologise for this, 

but I am glad to say that we can now offer audio streaming through our website.) 

When all this is over, we must have a very special mass and a very special party to celebrate 

our communion with one another; but until then, I would like to suggest that this may be an 

opportunity to explore other aspects of our Catholic tradition which are not so prominent, but 

can still bring us close to God. 

By coincidence I am reading a series of essays by R. Jonathan Sacks, a former Chief Rabbi, 

which form a series of meditations on the weekly portion of Torah (Pentateuch) which is read 

on Sabbath morning in the synagogue.  (Covenant and Conversation, A Weekly Reading of 

the Jewish Bible – Maggid and OUPress)  In the volume 3, on Leviticus, (p.41), he writes 

about the colossal loss which Jews experienced at the various historical disasters which they 

suffered over the centuries: A people in exile have by definition lost all the other things that 

made them a nation – their land, home, language, landscape, independence and sovereignty.   

All that was left was the Torah, their scriptures.  Prayer, study of Torah and the fulfilment of 

the commandments became a kind of exilic home.  In particular, without the Temple and 

sacrifices, every Jew became a priest offering sacrifice.  Thus, he writes, God fulfilled the 

promise made at Sinai that they should become a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.  In 

this way Judaism and the identity of the people was preserved. 

This quotation reminds me of the Christian doctrine of the Priesthood of all Believers, a 

teaching which was recovered at the Second Vatican Council and is expressed in the prayer 

of anointing at baptism : As Christ was anointed Priest, Prophet and King, so may you live 

always as a member of His Body.  Our vocation is to make our world holy, to bring it close to 

God, by virtue of our priesthood, and we are offered many ways to do this.  A very simple 

start might be to recover the tradition of praying grace before meals.  This shared act of 

thanksgiving is the basis of the Passover service and of our own Eucharist, (a word which 

means “thanksgiving”) and at each meal our table can become an altar where we offer our 
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prayer of thanksgiving to God; and it can include moments of intercession too, as do our 

Eucharistic prayers, for those for whom we care and love.  One of my earliest childhood 

memories is of the family rosary each night before going to bed, and the Angelus.  There are 

also traditional monastic forms of prayer which you might like to use in communion with the 

monks: Lectio Divina, or Sacred Reading, for which you will find suggestions on the parish 

website, perhaps using the mass readings of the day.  You will find these through Universalis 

(on the website) where you will also find the Liturgy of the Hours, which you might like to 

use consciously with the monks as we pray for you and for the world.  You might also like to 

engage with a simple prayer of stillness, just being present with the Lord in silence.  The 

Christian tradition is that every family is a “domestic Church”, a sanctuary where God is 

present, and we can cultivate this by our prayer, either alone or together. 

As we prepare to begin our celebration of Holy Week, a celebration which will be unlike any 

other and which will feel very diminished, we might remember that in the Incarnation God 

became human so that, in Jesus, He might share in all our human suffering and 

diminishment.  The words of last Sunday’s gospel and the scene at the tomb of Lazarus show 

us the way.  Jesus wept; and the Jews said, “See how much He loved him.”   

Conscious that we are not alone, even in isolation, we remember that He is always at our side 

and cares for each of us.  Please be assured that the monks remember you all in prayer, and 

we thank you for yours.  And please remember those around you who may be in special 

need. 

I send my own prayers and very best wishes. 

Fr Paul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Prayers 
Please pray for the healing of Laura Rawlinson.   Please pray for her family. 

 
Please pray for all in need of healing and those who care for them.  

 
Please pray for those who live alone, especially our own parishioners. 

 
Please pray for Nigel Field (member of the Abbey Consort) who died on 25th March.  Please pray 

for his family. 
 

Please pray for the healing of Joan Husband. 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
Please pray for the Souls of – Germaine Garnaud, Julian Dare, Mr Malton, Alan Twigg, Paddy McGrath,  
Ellen Morice, Paula Rawlins, Tom Neve, Andrew O’Brien, John Ferguson, Irene Cooper, Fleur Burridge,  
Bert Powell, Basil Genders, John Biles, Nora Ann Richey-Brown, George Botting, George Sharman and  
Pat Seal. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. 
Amen. 

The Worth Pro-Earth 

The material will appear on our 
Website, week by week. 

GDWG Update 
Due to the current situation with the Coronavirus. The Gatwick 

detention centre has suspended their collection of clothing. 
Please do not send in any clothing until further notice. Thank you. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray for people who are infected with COVID-19 or facing quarantine. 

Jesus, during your ministry on Earth you showed your power and  
caring by healing people of all ages and stations of life from physical, mental, and  

spiritual ailments.  

Be present now to people who need your loving touch because of COVID-19.  

May they feel your power of healing through the care of doctors and nurses. 

Take away the fear, anxiety, and feelings of isolation from people receiving  
treatment or under quarantine.  

Give them a sense of purpose in pursuing health and protecting others  
from exposure to the disease.  

Protect their families and friends and bring peace to all who love them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Whatever good work you begin to do, beg of God with most  

earnest prayer to perfect it.” 

(St Benedict) 

Next Sunday’s Readings: Easter Sunday  
1st Reading –Acts 10:34, 37-43          2nd Reading – Colossians 3:1-4 

Gospel: John 20:1-9   
He must rise from the dead 

Daily Readings - Holy Week 

Monday – Isa 42:1-7    John 12:1-11 

Tuesday – Isa 49:1-6    John 13:21-33, 36-38 

Wednesday – Isa 50:4-9a    Matt 26:14-25 
Thursday – Exod 12:1-8, 11-14    1 Cor 11:23-26    John 13:1-15 (Mass of the Lord’s Supper) 
Friday – Isa 52:13-53:12    Heb 4:14-16, 5:7-9    John 18:1-19:42 (Good Friday) 
Saturday – Gen 1:1-2:2    Gen 22:1-18    Exod 14:15-15:1 (Holy Saturday) 

Flame 2021  
 

Tickets are already on sale for this unmissable event. Taking place on 6th March 2021 at SSE Arena 
Wembley.  The theme for this congress is Be-Loved.  

To ensure that all Diocesan groups sit together please buy your tickets from Lizzie Wakeling, and not 
directly from CYMFed. This can be arranged by contacting rosie.read@abdiocese.org.uk  

We hope to have a sea of blue and yellow amongst the crowd of 10000! 
 

CAFOD Children’s Liturgy 

CAFOD is running a virtual Children’s Liturgy.  If you would like to join in, please go to 
cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

mailto:rosie.read@abdiocese.org.uk


 

 

 

 

Worth Abbey Parish, Paddockhurst Road, Turners Hill, West Sussex, RH10 4SB  

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood  
Mobile: 07764 260216  

 
For the foreseeable future, Maria will be working from home.  

We will all be in contact through email and will pick up your telephone messages.  
 

Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk               Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313  
Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk        Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.15am-1.15pm Mon-Fri)  

 
Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979  

Any cheques to be made payable to:  Worth Abbey Parish  

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313)  

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at 
parish@worth.org.uk (By Wednesday morning)  

If you have any prayer intentions, please let Fr Paul know 


