
 

The Climate Emergency and the Church’s Call for Conversion: Part 1 

New Year’s Day was the 53rd WORLD DAY OF PEACE. Pope Francis has asked us to 
celebrate it as part  of a journey of hope and ecological conversion. He calls us to 
contemplate  that God has given us the gift of the world as our common home.  We 
need radical inner conversion to halt and redress our often abusive exploitation of this 
common residence and its natural resources.  A group of Worth Abbey parishioners has 
recently decided to  join this journey towards conversion.  

Two short illustrations of our lack of respect for God’s gift are: every return flight from 
London to New York costs the Arctic three square metres of ice; for every half degree of 
warming, societies see from a 10% to a 20% increase in armed conflict. 

Australia provides  a longer and disturbing  case for our holiday season. The continent 
has warmed by about 1.4C since pre-industrial times.  Climate scientists say  frequent 
and severe heat-waves have followed from this warming. Three of the four hottest years 
on record there  have occurred in only the past six years. On the hottest weekend in 
December some locations in southern Australia were reaching 48C. At such 
temperatures unprotected human bodies get cooked to death in a few very painful hours 
of heat-stroke. In addition to human death from direct heat  there is also extensive 
property destruction, environmental degradation and wildlife extinction coming from 
extreme often unmanageable bushfire danger. It has been estimated that some 5 million 
hectares have been torched by bushfires in the four southeastern states and that this 
number could still be rising.  

 
Some of us have friends or family in Australia and so will share the anxiety about 
heat-stroke death and the destruction of wildlife, homes and landscapes. Yet even if, 
for others, Australia is remote and very  different than Sussex there  are still  lessons for 
us here. Global warming leads to instability in the climate with  some of the world 
becoming progressively less habitable.  If the environment is continually prodded with 
fossil fuel emissions and other polluting waste it can respond like “an angry beast” 
creating cascades of environmental violence and feedback loops between air, land and 
sea which in time become irreversible. Should the Earth warm by another 4C it is 
predicted there will be  palm trees in the Arctic, no ice at either of the poles, and many 
major cities (including London) will be submerged  as the oceans rise. 
 
Is the message then just one of doom and gloom or are there lessons for us as 
individual parishioners of Worth Abbey Parish?  Pope Francis asks  (emphatically) that 
we say “yes for hope”.  He stresses the importance of all individual hearts and minds in 



 

caring for our common home.  “Striving to overcome problems such as the degradation 
of ecosystems, the ‘culture of waste’, hunger and food insecurity, and persistent social 
and economic distress calls for a renewed ethical vision, one that places people at the 
centre”. 
Pope Francis writes. “…the word ‘conversion’ assumes a special importance in our 
present situation. Adequate responses to current problems cannot be superficial. 
Rather, what is needed is precisely a conversion, a ‘turning around’, a transformation of 
hearts and minds.” # 
 
This transformation is far more than simple acceptance of a “to-do” list. It comes from us 
accepting God’s love for his creation with us within it. The conversion needed is 
achieved through the Holy Spirit moving through the sacrament of our common home 
which is both a visible symbol of the reality of God, and a means by which God enacts 
his grace. As we embrace God’s creation  as a sacrament we meet Jesus Christ and 
know that the Earth’s suffering is also His and our own suffering. Transformed in this 
way we will want to know how not to harm God’s creation and how best to help achieve 
creation justice within the common home. 
 
#  Pope Francis at the 2019 International Conference of the Centesimus Annus pro Pontifice Foundation. 
Sala Regia, 8th June 2019  
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The Climate Emergency and the Church’s Call for Conversion: -  Part 2 
 
Accepting God’s love for his creation and for us within it leads us to recognise a shared 
environmental destiny and to love a common home rather than  claim a separate status 
from  God’s other creations. An ecological conversion becomes a means of grace and a 
sign of our common destiny within God’s plan. Transformed in this way we will want to 
know how to avoid harm to God’s creation and how to help when specific decisions 
have to be made about how  we consume power, energy and water, make supermarket 
purchases, or make a journey. If we are to behave in non-harmful ways we need 
insightful, well-informed calculations and priorities So, together with the spiritual 
transformation or inner conversion required, we also need  detailed collective 
decision-making and shared political frameworks. And for these we need well informed 
and motivated organisation. 
 
A group of Worth Abbey parishioners has, in this light,  agreed to form an Ecological 
Conversion Group in the parish linking to the Diocese’s group currently  drawing 
attention to “the Journey to 2030”, a critical date in international terms. The 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has pinpointed 2030 as the date by 
which we must curb our greenhouse gas emissions in order to prevent irreversible 
damage to our planet. It is also the target date for the implementation of the UN’s 
twenty-one  Sustainable Development Goals. The “Journey to 2030” aims to aid the 
Church in a conversion towards community building and caring for our planet and the 
global family. It asks all people and organisations in the Diocese of Arundel and 
Brighton to come together and use their varied skills and influence to make a 
difference.Our Group wants to progress  a specific Worth Abbey Parish contribution 
towards community building for our common home. 
 
 
Timetable for The Parish’s Ecological Conversion Group 
 

● The Parish Group will have met as a group on Monday January 20th morning  in 
order to agree a way forward. Our approach is evolving, however, rather than 
fixed so if anyone is interested to join us and share the work there is much scope 
to contribute.  Please contact either Fr Paul or Alan Rew (details below) to 
discuss details and possibilities. 

 
● Fr Paul and Sr Jo  have agreed to help us develop the explicitly theological 

aspects of the Creation gift of so many forms of life and of the earth 

itself which is entrusted to us “to till and keep” (Gen 1:15). 



 

 

● Leonora van Assche and Jenny Edwards will be working with Fr Paul to 

organise a Children’s Creation Mass for Lent to be held on Saturday 

14th March. 

 

● Immediately after that Mass there will be a showing of the film “Global 

Caring”, hopefully in the Unity Room. Please come along and join in 

the discussion and help devise credible ways of publicising the climate 

emergency and how to help change hearts, minds and actions.  

 

● We will be inviting John Paul de Quay (a leading member of the 

Diocesan group) to join us to discuss the aims and methods of 

“Journey to 2030” at some time in June and prior to the  annual 

Meeting of  The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). 
 

●  The IPCC Meetings will be held in the UK this year - in Glasgow and in October. 
Please keep up to date with details of this meeting of global importance by 
consulting the Worth Abbey Parish website  (there is a page devoted to the 
Ecology Conversion Group’s programme) and by following the progress of the 
IPCC in “In Touch”.  
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