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Refugees Welcome – Crawley would like to invite you to join 
us for Fun and Games at Worth Park as part of a national day 
of celebrations to remember the life and work of MP,  Jo 
Cox.

Saturday 17th June 2017 at 2.30pm @ Worth Park, 
Milton Mount Ave, RH10 3DH

Worth Park is in Pound Hill and can be accessed from Milton 
Mount Avenue or Grattons Drive by car. There is a small car 
park at the entrance to the park from Milton Mount Avenue 
including three disabled bays. Toilets nearby in the Visitor 
Centre

We will meet on the lawn by the Cedar Trees at the  side of 
the block of flats. 

Games have been kindly lent by the Friends of Worth Park 
and Refugees Welcome – East Grinstead. Please feel to bring 
your own games if you wish and a blanket to sit on if you are 
spectating! Drinks will be provided. Please consider eating a 
good lunch before you come as it is Ramadan and our Syrian 
families will not be eating until sunset! 

We look forward to seeing you.



Talk Club Welcome 
Talk Club continues to meet 
each week in term time, with 
both adults and children 
enjoying spending time outside, 
now that the weather is 
warmer. The families and 
volunteers from Crawley met 
up with the East Grinstead 
group at the outdoor play area 
at The Kings Centre in May 
half term, which was lots of fun, 
and we really appreciate having 
access to the garden at 
JungleTots with its Wendy 
house, sand pit and slides. 
Recently the children have also 
been discovering the versatility 
of paper plates, one week they 
watched the fluid rainbow 
effect of pouring a little water 
onto a plate of Smarties, and 
just last Friday the children 
used plates for craft activities. 

Election Welcome 
Thank you to the 131 people from our group who came to our 
Election Forum at short notice in half term!  It was a tribute 
to your commitment to community welcome that the steady 
stream of people arrived at Crawley URC on 2 July until it 
was standing room only. The three prospective parliamentary 
candidates commented on how well the event was organised. 
Thank you to Marilyn and Aidan for hosting the green room. 
Thank you Ian for registering the audience. Thank you Rev 
Bridget  Banks,  Derek and Pat  from Crawley  URC.  Thank 
you Ozzy for helping the candidates draw lots for the order 
that they spoke. Thank you to Najwa, Samar, Loveth, Cathy, 
Mohammed  and  Shireen  who  gave  testimony  and  who 
presented welcome cakes to the candidates. Thank you to the 
Syrian children who present bouquets. Thank you Iyadh for 
the Ramadan greeting. Thank you Aidan for keeping us to 
time. Thank you Izzy and Eli for the roll  call  and hosting. 
Thank you Henrietta, Lina, Izzy, and Eli for asking questions 
of  the  candidates  and  thank  you  Father  Paul  for 
introductions. All the candidates agreed to work with us to 
make  Crawley  more  welcoming  and to  come with  us  to  a 
refugee camp in Europe. They agreed to meet us within three 
months of being elected and to come to an Election Forum 
again before the next General Election. All three candidates 
spoke  movingly  on  what  welcome  meant  to  them.  Henry 
Smith reflected on his visit to a refugee camp, Tim Lunnon 
reflected on welcome on the doorstep during canvassing and 
Marko  Scepanovic  reflected  on  the  welcome  he  had 
experienced as a child new to this country. Congratulations 
Henry Smith on becoming the new MP for Crawley! We’re so 
proud of our welcoming town.



Refugee Week Invitation 

A Lampedusa Cross will  return to Worth Abbey from 17th to 25th June to mark Refugee Week 
(refugeeweek.org.uk).  You will have an opportunity to meditate on the Cross and write "message 
cards" if you missed the Cross during its Winter visit to Worth Abbey. The Cross was made by 
Francesco Tuccio, a carpenter living on the island of Lampedusa, Italy.  In October 2013, a boat 
carrying 500 Eritrean and Somalian refugees  caught  fire  and sank of f the  coast  of  Lampedusa, 
leaving only 155 survivors.   Mr. Tuccio met some of the survivors who were Eritrean Christians 
fleeing persecution in their home country.  He was frustrated that he could not help them, so he 
collected some timber from the wreckage of their boat and crafted each survivor a cross to try to 
offer some small gesture of hope.  Mr. Tuccio has made and donated other crosses since, including 
one that now sits in the British Museum's collection, as a symbol of the suffering and hope of our 
times. Worth Abbey Parish is grateful to CAFOD for facilitating the loan of the cross. 

A few activities will accompany the Cross' presence: CAFOD refugee message postcards will be in 
the Lady Chapel near the Cross.  On them you can write a few personal words of hope to a refugee.  
These cards will be delivered to refugees globally who are currently in camps to assure them they 
are not forgotten.

On Saturday 24th June, Worth Abbey Parish will host several different activities for Refugee Week.

1. A meditative walk around the grounds of Worth Abbey and prayers for refugees beginning at 
3.15pm in the Narthex.  Doors will  open at 3pm and the walk will  move into the grounds at 
3.30pm.  Please join for any part of this event.

2. Directly following the walk will be mass at 5pm in the church.  

3. Also from 5pm, there will be tea and conversation in St. Benedict's for any guests who wishes to 
stay but not attend mass.

4. From 6pm there will be an informal meeting with supper and speakers at St. Benedict’s. 

If  you  can  attend  the  above,  please  RSVP to  :  parish@worth.org.uk.   There  is  no  charge  to 
participate, but any funds raised at the event on 24th June will be donated to Refugee Welcome - 
Crawley and CAFOD refugee support.

We pray that Refugee Week in the UK and the presence of the Lampedusa Cross at Worth Abbey 
by, in Mr. Tuccio's words, "drawing attention to the burden symbolised by this small piece of wood," 
will  once again engage all  who visit  Worth Abbey to pray for and assist refugees to carry their 
burden.  

Kir Bennett Horner 

Worth Abbey, CAFOD Representative 

http://refugeeweek.org.uk/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
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Gardening Welcome 
Potatoes,  tomatoes,  cucumber, 
mint,  spinach, courgettes,  peas 
- all are growing  healthily in a 
specially  donated  patch  in  the 
Worth Parish office garden, and 
in  the  garden  of  one  of  our 
Syrian families. Every fortnight 
in  the  Parish  garden  RWC 
volunteers  and  Syrian  friends, 
ably  led  by  our  gardening 
expert Rose, can be found hard 
at work planting and watering, 
but  also  ensuring  they  have 
time  to  drink  tea,  chat  and 
enjoy the peace of the garden. 
Our  Syrian  family  also  grow 
lettuce  and  parsley  which  are 
key  ingredients  of  Tabouleh 
salad.  Crawley  Talk  Club  (and 
those who attended the AGM) 
ha ve  thorough l y  en joyed 
devouring  their  expertly  made 
Tabouleh salad. See below…

Asylum Monologues 
Tuesday 20 June 7.30pm 

Hawth Theatre                          

Asylum Monologues is a first-hand account of the UK’s asylum 
system using the words of people who have experienced it 

scripted by Sonja Linden. 

With personal testimony from asylum seekers combined with 
public opinion, political statements and statistical facts, this 

production disseminates what it really means to be displaced in 
the UK. Launched in London at Amnesty International in 2006 
and regularly updated with new testimonies, it has been touring 

the UK ever since. No part of the testimonies has been 
fictionalised

There will also be the opportunity to hear about the work of 
local organisations supporting refugees and asylum seekers 

including speakers from Gatwick Detainee Welfare Support, 
Refugees Welcome - Crawley and Horsham Refugee Support 

Group.

Tickets: £4
An Amnesty International Horsham event



Crawley URC 
 Thank you to Rev Bridget 
Banks and Dawn Powell for the 
kind invitation from Crawley 
United Reformed Church to 
'Refugees Welcome - Crawley'. 
It was a pleasure for Eli and 
Najwa to speak about local 
welcome in the Christian Aid 
service. Crawley URC also 
welcomed our group for our 
AGM and private election 
forum. Big thank you to 
Crawley URC! 

Walking Support 
Refugees Welcome - Crawley 
joined local people and refugee 
guests on a Refugee Tales walk 
in Worth Forest. Community 
welcome never felt better! 
Thanks everyone who came. 

Giving Back - Crawley 
Feeding the Community

Crawley Town Centre (next to Metro Cars)

Tuesday, Saturday & Sunday 7pm-9pm

Hot Drinks & Hot Food



Sewing Group 
The sewing project has been going 
really well and we have carried on 
meeting weekly to sew and talk! 
Some members of our group have 
actually finished their squares and 
have started making second ones! 
They are looking great and we all 
can't wait to see the finished quilt. 
We have finished squares not only 
from members in our group but 
also from Crawley Art Society, 
Crawley Campaign Against Racism 
and many more! This is great to 
see as we really hope to get as 
much as Crawley represented on 
the quilt as possible. If you or your 
local organisation would like to get 
involved, please contact 
isobel1998@live.co.uk. We are all 
very friendly, hope to see you 
sewing!

AGM Welcome 
Thank you to Rev Bridget Banks, Crawley URC and Pat 
for welcoming us to your church for our AGM. Thank 
you to all our friends and supporters for wonderful 
testimony and to Dawn, Marilyn, and all who helped 
with the delicious welcome meal including Syrian 
delicacies. Thank to our supporters who brought 
amazing food to share and made it a joyful occasion to 
remember. There were many highlights of the evening 
including the children enjoying hide and seek, a great 
raffle thanks to donated gifts and our invited Syrian 
speaker spoke movingly and eloquently and inspired us 
with our work on community sponsorship as a positive 
focus. Congratulations to the officers who were elected: 

Anna Pincus, Chair. Henrietta Newell, Secretary. Aidan 
Cantwell, Treasurer.

Education Group: Henrietta Newell, Izzy Sutherland, 
Najwa Mounla

General Welfare Group: Cathy Merry, Marilyn 
LeFeuvre, Ruth Lewis

Housing and Business Group: Aidan Cantwell, Ian 
Irvine, Iyadh Daoud

Thank you all!
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