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Refugees Welcome March 

The Refugee March on the 17th of September was such a 
compelling experience with colourful banners and inspiring 
speeches. It felt wonderful to be with people of different ages, 
nationalities and religious beliefs all coming together to 
show support for refugees and actively welcoming them into 
our country. Also I had fun chanting ‘Say it loud, Say it 
clear, refugees are welcome here’ with the youngest member 
of the group,  Samantha, leading the crowds with her chants. 
The march was both inspiring and humbling and has made me 
more determined to help the plight of refugees around the 
world.

Seth Bondonno 
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Donor Thank You 

Thank you to the congregation 
of St. Paul’s Methodist’s Church 
in Northgate and thank you to 
the Longley Trust for your kind 
contributions. 

Citizens UK 

Thank you to Aidan and Eli 
who attended the Citizens UK 
training in London. Thanks to 
Iyadh, Ian, Chloe, Henrietta, 
Isabella, Rashid, Ntambwe, 
Anna and Eli who attended the 
Citizens UK Birmingham 
Welcome Summit meeting for 
Refugee Welcome groups all 
over the UK. It was great to 
have Refugees Welcome - 
Crawley at the national 
gathering! 

Clothing Donations 
Thank You 

Thank you to many faith 
groups around Crawley who 
have donated clothes to young 
unaccompanied minors in the 
town and to Gatwick Detainees 
Welfare Group. Thank you to 
Ruth for making welcome 
packs for refugees arriving in 
the town.
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English Lessons 

I began teaching English to the children of a Syrian refugee 
family in Crawley in early summer 2016. The two boys, now 
aged 4 and 8 years old are delightful and working with them 
has been immensely rewarding. The eldest son was very quick 
to learn spoken English, being immersed in the language in 
school every day, and we progressed to writing and spelling in 
just a few weeks, whereas the younger son, aged 3 when we 
first met, was a little quieter and less likely to attempt English 
words at first. I visited the family once a week for an hour or 
so each time, and we would make things, play games such as 
pairs and picture lotto, read stories and, of course, talk. The 
family’s befriender would accompany me and use the time to 
help the boys’ parents with any day to day issues they needed 
to discuss or plans they had to make, so it really was a time 
rich in communication and building relationships. Often the 
befriender and I would bring along our own children who 
would join in and provide further models of spoken English 
for the boys to hear and so learn from. During the summer 
term the boys experienced and began to learn vocabulary 
relating to people, names, faces, features, animals, colours, 
counting, food, plants, school and even cookery! It is my hope 
that we will be able to extend the work this term in order to 
include the other Syrian refugee families in Crawley by 
running these weekly sessions in a local hall. So watch this 
space…

Chloe Berrisford 

Photo of our Summer Welcome Picnic
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Poster Competition  

The education committee held a 
poster competition in June to 
celebrate national refugee week, 
we had hundreds of entires and 
picked out two winners! The 
education committee is also 
hoping to set up a weekly 
enrichment programme for 
refugee children. This 
programme will include arts and 
crafts, yoga and other children's 
activities.

Izzy Sutherland 

Befriending 

I was honoured to be asked to 
befriend the first Syrian family 
that arrived in Crawley along 
with our wonderful interpreter, 
Mariam. It has been humbling, 
thought provoking and fun and 
has given me personally great 
hope that we can change things 
through the small acts of 
kindness we share. These go a 
long way to helping people 
rebuild their lives and focus on 
the future.

Henrietta Newell 

Training 

If you would like to attend 
training for befrienders, please 
register your interest by emailing 
RWCanna@gmail.com
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Community Sewing Project 

Do you like sewing? Would you like to learn to sew to sew a 
welcome and celebrate your town? 

Crawley new town turns 70 next year! To celebrate this 
Refugees Welcome - Crawley has decided to set up a 
community project where each neighbourhood will meet in 
their community centres once a week to sew. The theme is 
‘happy memories’ and these don't have to be in Crawley, they 
can be happy memories from anywhere around the world. It is 
hoped that the finished project will then be displayed in 
Crawley Museum which opens in April. In order to achieve 
this goal, we need to start sewing soon. Email 
RWCanna@gmail.com if you’d like to welcome and celebrate. 
See you there! 

Birmingham Summit: 
Poem by an attendee from Refugees 
Welcome - Crawley 

DO WE CARE?
A fully connected world.

Moment by moment we see,
Pain and Suffering our Brothers and Sisters Endure. 

Five hundred gathered in Birmingham,
Who care.

With Love and Help to give,
To those from a Hellhole escaped.

Not to be returned.

Hope for Humanity still,

Indeed.

On The Move �3

Meetings coming up… 

Are you interested in 
Community Sponsorhip? 
Then why not come along to the 
next Housing and Business 
Group meeting - register interest 
with Ian Irvine via 
RWCanna@gmail.com

Are you interested in education 
work? Join the Education Group 
and contact Henrietta and Izzy 
via RWCanna@gmail.com

Are you keen to help us recruit 
new members, build our 
relationships with key 
institutions in the town? Join our 
General Welfare Group via 
RWCanna@gmail.com

Meetings for all the groups will 
be held in October. Don’t miss 
the chance to be part of a 
community welcome for 
refugees. 

Do you know anyone in 
Horsham who might like to join 
the Horsham Refugee Support 
Group? If so, email Jo: 
admin@horshamrefugeesupportg
roup.co.uk

Are you under 21? Would you 
like to be part of the group 
planning to hold social meetings 
with young refugees passing 
through the town? If so, email 
David Jeyakumar
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