
 
 

Dom Bede Hill, 1931-2020 

 
Fr Bede was clothed as a novice at Worth in 1958 and was ordained priest in 

1963. 

Just four years later, in 1967, he began his time in Peru, which was to influence 

his life so deeply.  He was the first superior of the community which began in 

the Apurimac Valley, a post which he held until 1975.  In this year the 

community moved to Lima, and Fr Bede established the parish in Las Flores 

and served as the first parish priest until he returned to England in 1978.  While 

in Peru he became an enthusiastic disciple and a friend of Fr Gustavo Gutierrez, 

the “Father” of Liberation Theology, and this spirituality, with its option for the 

poor, marked everything he did, most especially his pastoral work. 

 

In 1979 he was made parish priest of the Worth parish, a job which he fulfilled 

with great energy and enthusiasm.  This was also the year in which Frs 

Alexander, James and I were ordained, and we joined his team to work in the 

villages, Fr Alex in Balcombe, Fr James in Turners Hill, and I in West 

Hoathly.  When he began this job it had been intended to be work for one or two 

partially retired monks.  There were then no parish premises.  He would often 

ask, “How many other parishes are administered from a bedroom?”  With 

characteristic energy he set about expanding the work, and eventually managed 

to acquire a second-hand wooden hut as an office, soon to be known as Uncle 

Tom’s Cabin.  It was he who began celebrating mass in Crawley Down for the 

first time, beginning in the village hall, and then negotiating with Rev Richard 

Sweet Escott and his team to celebrate weekly in All Saints parish church.  He 

worked with great energy to build up the catholic community there, and formed 

many friendships, both with the catholic community and among the Anglican 

flock.  He built up relationships in many ways, including parties, always 

lavishly supported by generous parishioners, trips to the theatre, and taking 

fishing parties from Brighton.  He began to talk of buying a parish fishing boat 

at one moment, something which his curates managed to persuade him to forget. 

 

While serving as PP, which he did until 1988, he also worked for St Wilfrid’s 

School in Crawley as a member of their governing body, which he chaired from 

1980 to 1987.  He served as Dean of the local deanery in 1987 and 1988.  He 

also brought his experience of Liberation Theology into service with CAFOD 

on their Management Committee and Latin America Projects Committee, and 

supported and spoke at the National Justice and Peace Conference at Swanwick 

 

 

. 



 

 

Fr Bede held many other offices and jobs after his time as Parish 

Priest.  Reading through the long list I am impressed by the energy and talents 

which he exercised in so many different ways to serve many people. 

 

May he rest in peace. 

 

Fr Paul 

 

 

 

 


