
The Scattered Children of God 
 

The prophet Ezekiel has good news for the people of Israel - their exile in 
Babylon will soon come to an end; the scattered people of Israel will leave 
their idols behind and return to their homeland to worship the one God. 
And God will once more make his dwelling place among them in the 
Temple in Jerusalem. 
  

In John’s Gospel the same theme of gathering together the scattered 
children of God is also present. The high priest Caiaphas is concerned that 
Jesus, by his miraculous signs, may provoke the Romans and endanger the 
Jewish religious establishment. And for that reason he thinks he should be 
put to death. Unknown to the High Priest, Jesus’ death will be not only for 
the Jewish nation but for all humankind, for all the scattered children of 
God. On the cross he will draw all people to himself. 

 
Jesus lived in the midst of a suffering humanity, and his solidarity 

with this suffering humanity led him to the cross. By his life and death he 
sought to reconcile humankind, affirming our common humanity as 
children of God, a God who has no favourites but someone who offers His 
love to everyone who is willing to receive it.  

 
Blessed Pierre Claverie, the Bishop of Oran who was martyred in 

Algeria in 1996, constantly reminded his people that the mission of the 
Church is to be Jesus’ reconciling presence in places of suffering and 
distress. He wrote:  

 
The place of Christians is there where humanity is broken, whether it 
be people who are inwardly broken as a result of sickness, exclusion, 
or life’s difficulties; whether it be between human groups who 
exclude each other; whether it be between peoples or between great 
religions that have been in conflict from the beginning; we are 
positioned there on these fault lines … strongly believing that, 
through the love which God gives us to live, reconciliation is possible. 
 

We too are called to be Jesus’ reconciling presence in our world, to know 
the pain and the joy of being agents of reconciliation in our families and 
communities, in our workplaces and countries. In this Mass let us unite 
ourselves to Jesus’ supreme work of reconciliation, his sacrifice of himself 
to the Father on our behalf. 
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