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On Wednesday we celebrate the feast of the Annunciation.  We offer below some lines from a meditation by 

St Bernard.  The author invites us to share in the dialogue between the angel Gabriel and Mary, drawing us 

into the prayer of supplication.  Let us make this our prayer too, as we ask her to intercede for the human 

race just now, and as we prepare for the Re-dedication of England as Mary’s dowry on Sunday.  With the sad 

news of the complete closure of our churches, we need even more to make our homes our sanctuary where 

we can find the presence of God in prayer and in our families.  In traditional representations of the 

Annunciation the angel always encounters Mary in her home.  May our homes be places where we meet 

with angels – God’s messengers bring us His presence and love.  Do please look for every opportunity for 

prayer : the moment on Saturday evenings, and the prayers for the Re-dedication which you will find on our 

website, and the hours of prayer which you can access through Universalis. 

Meanwhile, I send my own prayers for all of you, that the Lord will keep us and our loved ones safe.  Fr 

Paul. 

You have heard, O Virgin, that you will conceive and bear a son; you have heard that it will not be by man 

but by the Holy Spirit. The angel awaits an answer; it is time for him to return to God who sent him. We too 

are waiting, O Lady, for your word of compassion; the sentence of condemnation weighs heavily upon us.  

 

The price of our salvation is offered to you. We shall be set free at once if you consent. In the eternal Word of 

God we all came to be, and behold, we die. In your brief response we are to be remade in order to be 

recalled to life.  

 

Tearful Adam with his sorrowing family begs this of you, O loving Virgin, in their exile from Paradise. 

Abraham begs it, David begs it. All the other holy patriarchs, your ancestors, ask it of you, as they dwell in 

the country of the shadow of death. This is what the whole earth waits for, prostrate at your feet. It is right in 

doing so, for on your word depends comfort for the wretched, ransom for the captive, freedom for the 

condemned, indeed, salvation for all the sons of Adam, the whole of your race.  

 

Answer quickly, O Virgin. Reply in haste to the angel, or rather through the angel to the Lord. Answer with a 

word, receive the Word of God. Speak your own word, conceive the divine Word. Breathe a passing word, 

embrace the eternal Word.  

 

Why do you delay, why are you afraid? Believe, give praise, and receive. Open your heart to faith, O blessed 

Virgin, your lips to praise, your womb to the Creator. See, the desired of all nations is at your door, knocking 

to enter. If he should pass by because of your delay, in sorrow you would begin to seek him afresh, the One 

whom your soul loves. Arise, hasten, open. Arise in faith, hasten in devotion, open in praise and 

thanksgiving.  

Behold the handmaid of the Lord, she says, be it done to me according to your word. 

 

 

 

 

 

Those who normally come to the office at Worth might like to access Universalis at 
home. You can access this through the parish website or directly.  

Please check the website for opportunities to “attend” virtual mass by live streaming. 

 

Due to the recent update from the Bishop, we are sorry to say that we have now 
had to close our doors.  Unfortunately there will be no option for private prayer. 



 

 
 

 
    

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Prayers 
Please pray for the healing of Laura Rawlinson.   Please pray for her family. 

 
Please pray for all in need of healing and those who care for them.  

 
Please pray for those who live alone, especially our own parishioners. 

 
Please pray for Nigel Field (Countertenor) who died on 25th March.  Please pray for his family. 

 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 

Please pray for the Souls of – Maureen Ponsford, Mgr John Vance, Tom Shann, Evelyn Ticehurst,  
Bert Rayson, Rev Guy Bowden, Ann Thomas, Terry Black, Andrew Martin, Peter Lazarus and  
Marjorie Burrows. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. 
Amen. 

The Worth Pro-Earth 

The material will appear on our 
Website, week by week. 

England to be rededicated as Mary’s Dowry with personal consecration to the Blessed mother 

All Catholics, and anyone else who wants to join in, will be invited to begin a personal 33 day consecration to 
Jesus through Mary. The booklet can be obtained from Walsingham shrine, on request. 

www.shop.walsingham.org.uk/33- days-to-morning-glory.  

26th – 28th March - A three-day triduum of prayer in which all will be invited to recite the litany of Saints and 
Martyrs of England, pray the Rosary in preparation for the rededication.  

29th March - Dedication of England as the Dowry of Mary. This will take place in people’s homes. People will be 
invited to pray The Angelus following the guideline in the book ‘The Angelus Promise' which can also be obtained 
from the Shrine. (www.behold2020.com) 

GDWG 25th Birthday Auction 
 

The Gatwick detainee welfare group is holding an auction online with over 100 lots ready to bid on.   

The lots for sale range across all sorts of cultural items (eg books, including signed copies, paintings, 
pottery), experiences (eg football season tickets, days and nights out, physical therapy), food and jewellery, 

among other things.  

If you have any questions, please do ask George or Christina Fitzsimons (email to 
george@fitzsimonsonline.com). The auction closes on 31 March. Thank you for your support. 

Please go to www.jumblebee.co.uk/gdwg25th to give your support. 
 

GDWG Update 
Due to the current situation with the Coronavirus. The Gatwick 

detention centre have suspended their collection of clothing. 
Please do not send in any clothing until further notice. Thank you. 

Flame 2021  
 

Tickets are already on sale for this unmissable event. Taking place on 6th March 2021 at SSE Arena 
Wembley.  The theme for this congress is Be-Loved.  

To ensure that all Diocesan groups sit together please buy your tickets from Lizzie Wakeling, and not 
directly from CYMFed. This can be arranged by contacting rosie.read@abdiocese.org.uk  

We hope to have a sea of blue and yellow amongst the crowd of 10000! 
 

CAFOD Children’s Liturgy 

CAFOD is running a virtual Children’s Liturgy.  If you would like to join in, please go to 
cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

mailto:george@fitzsimonsonline.com
http://www.jumblebee.co.uk/gdwg25th
mailto:rosie.read@abdiocese.org.uk


 

“Idleness is the enemy of the soul; and therefore the brethren ought to be 

employed in manual labour at certain times, at others, in devout reading.”  

(St Benedict) 

 

 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings: Palm Sunday  
1st Reading –Isaiah 50:4-7          2nd Reading – Philippians 2:6-11 

Gospel: Matthew 26:14-27:66   
Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 

Daily Readings 

Monday – Dan 13:41c-62    John8:12-20 

Tuesday – Num 21:4-9    John 8:21-30 

Wednesday – Dan 13:14-20, 81-82, 95    John 8:31-42 
Thursday – Gen 17:3-9    John 8:51-59 
Friday – Jer 20:10-13    John 10:31-42 
Saturday – Ezek 37:21-28    John 11:45-56 

Worth Abbey Parish, Paddockhurst Road, Turners Hill, West Sussex, RH10 4SB  

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood  
Mobile: 07764 260216  

 
For the foreseeable future, Maria will be working from home.  

We will all be in contact through email and will pick up your telephone messages.  
 

Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk               Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313  
Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk        Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.15am-1.15pm Mon-Fri)  

 
Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979  

Any cheques to be made payable to:  Worth Abbey Parish  

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313)  

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at 
parish@worth.org.uk (By Wednesday morning)  

If you have any prayer intentions, please let Fr Paul know 


