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Lent 

Our celebration began with the imposition of ashes, an ancient Biblical symbol of our wish 

to repent. We heard the words, “Repent and believe the Good News”, words spoken by Jesus 

to his first disciples as he began his ministry. To repent means, literally, to have a change of 

heart, or will, in the Biblical sense.  (This year we might especially meditate on Pope 

Francis’ call to seek “ecological conversion”.  You might like to explore this theme with our 

spirituality group which meets during Lent.  Please see below for details.)   

In truth, this conversion is God’s deepest wish for us. In the readings which we heard on 

Wednesday, the prophet Joel and St Paul assure us that God Himself is longing for us to be 

reconciled with Him. It is the paradox of His love for us and His humility that, while He is 

the one who has been offended by our sinfulness, and we are the guilty ones, it is He who 

constantly begs us to return and receive His forgiveness.  

The season of Lent lasts for forty days. (This omits the Sundays, when we can relax for a 

moment!) This time span is a symbol of our joining Jesus in the desert, which we remember 

in our Gospel reading this weekend. Jesus has just been baptised and has received the Holy 

Spirit, the life and love of God his Father, and has been acclaimed as the Son whom the 

Father loves. As he enters the desert we are shown in a pictorial way Jesus’ meditation on his 

vocation to be the Son of God. Perhaps these three encounters with the devil represent 

temptations to avoid the human condition which he came to share, as it were to “short 

circuit” the vocation which the Father gives him to accompany the poor among humanity and 

to share their lot. He is invited to avoid hunger – “Turn this stone into a loaf” – and to take 

power – “I will give you all this power and the glory of these kingdoms”. It is God’s design 

for Jesus that he should walk alongside the people of God and suffer as the prophet of the 

poor, sharing their life and their death, and so to raise us up in the Resurrection.  

So the Church offers us these forty days of Lent as a moment in which we may meditate on 

our own vocation as children of God. The desert expresses any way in which we can 

immerse ourselves more deeply in God’s vocation to us, shedding whatever distracts us from 

this.  

Please visit the CAFOD website (see the link on the parish website) to learn about the Fast 

Day next week, and to find prayers and meditations to help us. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
    

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers 
Please pray for the healing of Laura Rawlinson.   Please pray for her family. 

 
Please pray for the soul of Bruce Lagden who died on Saturday 8th February.  

 Please pray for his wife Hilary and for their family.   
The funeral will be held in the Abbey on Tuesday 3rd March at 2pm.  All are welcome. 

 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
Please pray for the Souls of – Bert Rayson, Lina Talbot, Mary Renouf, Maurice Geal, Aaron Martin,  
David Rutherston, Alex Leaney, Barry Penn, Jim Ryan, Simon Newnham, Pat O’Grady, John Walford and 
Shelagh Wall. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. 
Amen. 

Dates for your Diary 
 
Saturday 29th February and Saturday 14th March – Tristan and Gabriel Van Assche will be selling home-
made biscuits and cupcakes after mass.  This will be in aid of Chestnut Tree House children’s hospice. 
 
Tuesday 10th March. - 7pm for 7.30pm.  As part of the relaunch of the Worth-Uganda Friendship Parish 
Charity, we will be holding a 4-course fundraising dinner with raffle at the excellent Java and Jazz in Forest 
Row. At a cost of £32.50 per head, tickets will be available from Maria in the Parish Office, payable in 
advance or at Java and Jazz. Monks will be in attendance. 
Request for raffle prizes to be collected at the Parish Office if you are able to donate please ASAP. 
 
Sunday 15th March – Worth Choral Society & The Kidbrooke Singers and WS Symphony Orchestra.  In the 
Abbey Church at 7.30pm.  Programme includes Mozart’s Requiem (Choral) and Marquez’s Danzon No 2 
(Orchestra). 
 
Sunday 22nd March – Tenebrae in the Abbey Church at 7.30pm 

 

Collections 
Gift Aid - £602.03     Non Gift Aid – £305.12      

Next weekend there will be a Second Collection for CAFOD 
Lenten Fast Day. 

 

Worth Abbey Parish 
We welcome young families to our liturgies at Worth, and we hope that you feel welcome.  We would 

like to remind parents that we offer Junior Church in two groups:  
pre-school children in the Unity Room, and children of school age in the choir vestry.   

There is also an area near the parlours upstairs (entry from the narthex, past the gents toilets) which 
you can use if necessary, and from which you can see and hear everything.   

In addition to the Sunday mass at Worth there is also a less formal mass on Saturday at 5 pm and on 
Sunday in the much smaller and informal setting of St Dunstan’s chapel, in North Lane, West Hoathly, 

at 11.30 am. 
 

The Worth Pro-Earth 
 Journey to 2030 group invite you to join a Prayer, Share/ Reflection Group during Lent in this Year of the 

Word; focusing on our need of “inner conversion to halt and redress our abusive exploitation of this planet”. 
Please join us for one hour sessions and coffee, each Tuesday morning in Lent- starting at 10.30am on  

3rd March in St. Benedict’s Parish House. 
If this is not a convenient time for you we could arrange another group on another day or at a different time. 

Please leave a message at the parish office if you have other suggestions. 
Further enquiries to Fr. Paul at the parish office or Sr. Jo Threlfall –  jo.threlfall@btinternet.com or 

07949289902 
 

First Holy Communion Course 
Would anyone like to help with hospitality for our First Holy Communion course which starts back again on 
Saturday 7th March in the Unity Room?  It would involve some moving of furniture, making and serving of 

tea and coffee and greeting families as they arrive.  If you can help, please contact the Parish Office. 

Stations of the Cross 

Stations of the Cross will begin on 
Friday 6th March at 7.15pm. 
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Laudato Si - Fr Eduardo Scarel 
Wednesday 6th May, 10.30am - 11.30am at St George's College, Addlestone, KT15 2QS 

2020 sees the fifth anniversary of the landmark letter on climate change published by Pope Francis. Laudato 
Si’ is widely acknowledged as the most astonishing and perhaps most ambitious papal document of the past 

century that speaks to all people worldwide regardless of nationality or religion. 
We are therefore delighted and honoured to announce that we will be marking this special anniversary by 

hosting a unique lecture given by Dr Eduardo Scarel, the ‘Pope’s Climatologist’, who was a key contributor to 
this important document. 

 

Sounds of Old Syria 
Be transported for a night with music from the heart of Syria at Michael Hall School Theatre, Forest Row, 
East Sussex, RH18 5JA on Saturday 7th March.  Unity Music presents an evening of classical and tradition 
Arabic music, featuring singer Hamsa Mounif, special guest, classical Indian dancer, Arunima Kumar, Garth 

Hewitt and supported by Folkadelix, playing European Folk melodies.   
Refreshments available.  Tickets are £14 (concessions £12).  Book online –

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sounds-of-old-syria-tickets-92731740131 

The Passion of Jesus 
Easter Saturday, 11th April, Guildford High Street, 
12pm and 2.30pm. Join us for two free performances 
of The Passion of Jesus in Guildford. These extremely 

moving performances contain a realistic 
interpretation of the crucifixion, with parental 

guidance advised. 

The journey to 2030: Worth Pro-Earth 
Did you know that onshore wind is the cheapest new source of electricity in the UK? 

It is also extremely popular with 79% of the UK public throughout the country. 
The UK is the windiest country in Europe, so new onshore wind projects offer an opportunity to reduce 

energy bills nationally, cut carbon and increase our energy independence. 
However, in 2015 the government blocked onshore wind and solar projects from bidding into competitive 

auctions for low carbon electricity, and the number of new onshore wind projects has plummeted by almost 
95%.  It means that very soon the UK will be unable to meet our world-leading climate targets, unless the 
Government decides to fulfil the Prime Minister’s promise to the electorate to make the UK the “cleanest, 

greenest” country in the World. 
The forthcoming budget on the 11th March offers a key opportunity for the new government to fulfil this 

promise, so now is the time for us to write to our MP asking him/her to encourage the Chancellor, to include 
the resumption of “Contracts for Difference” auctions for onshore wind projects in the budget. 

We can find more information on this, with a template letter if required, 
At:     1010org.cp.bsd.net 

 

ROMERO’S MARTYRDOM 
Archbishop John Wilson will be celebrating a mass 

for the Feast of St. Oscar Romero on 
 Saturday 21st March at 12.30pm at 

 St George’s Cathedral, Southwark. 
Tuesday 24th March 2020, will be the 

40th Anniversary of St. Oscar Romero’s martyrdom. 
 

England to be rededicated as Mary’s Dowry with personal consecration to the Blessed mother 

21st February - All Catholics, and anyone else who wants to join in, will be invited to begin a personal 33 
day consecration to Jesus through Mary.  The booklet can be obtained from Walsingham shrine, on request. 
www.shop.walsingham.org.uk/33- days-to-morning-glory. 
25th March - The Feast of the Annunciation  
26th – 28th March - A three-day triduum of prayer in which all will be invited to recite the litany of Saints 
and Martyrs of England, pray the Rosary and go to Confession in preparation for the rededication.  
29th March - Dedication of England as the Dowry of Mary. This will take place in Westminster, Walsingham, 
every Cathedral, every parish, and as many homes as possible. People will be invited to pray The Angelus 
following the guidelines in the book ‘The Angelus Promise' which can also be obtained from the Shrine. 
(www.behold2020.com) 

CAFOD Coffee Mornings 

During Lent, Hal and Rory Clarke 
will kindly host coffees and 

conversation on Mondays during 
Lent at their home in aid of 
CAFOD. The first will be on 

Monday 2nd March at 10.30 at 
Cinderhill House, RH17 7BD. 

 

CAFOD Lent Family Fast Day 
Friday 6 March is the 60th anniversary of the first Family Fast Day 

led by our Founding Mothers and, as it has been for sixty years, is an 
opportunity to reach out and support highly-skilled local experts 

around the world who help the poorest members of our global family. 
Please collect your Family Fast Day envelope this week and give 
whatever you can to help experts like Sister Consilia - a nun and 

trained pharmacist who treats people in rural Zimbabwe - continue 
their vital work. 

  

 

https://abdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6&id=406d0c7396&e=39eafcb504
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sounds-of-old-syria-tickets-92731740131


REGULAR EVENTS IN THE PARISH 
Mass Times - Saturday: 9.00 am (Concelebrated) and 5.00 pm (First Mass of Sunday),  
Sunday: 9.30 am, with an 11.30am mass at St Dunstan’s West Hoathly 
Daily Mass: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm (Concelebrated), Holy Days of Obligation: Vigil Mass: 7.30 pm;  
Feast Day: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm 
Compline – 8.15pm-8.30pm 
Adoration - Friday evenings 7.00- 8.00pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Reflection, music and silence.  
Sunday Adoration – In St Dunstan’s Chapel, West Hoathly, every Sunday from 5pm-7pm to support the parish 
evangelisation programme.  Please feel free to come for as long as you wish. 
Confessions (Sacrament of Reconciliation) - Sundays 9.10-9.30am before Mass.   
Marian Rosary Group – 1st/3rd Wednesday at 7.05pm-8.10pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.  
Rosary – Saturday mornings at 9.30am in Our Lady Chapel. 
Lectio Divina - Tuesdays 7.30pm, for 30 mins, Parlour 1 (entry from the Narthex) (Please note change of 
time) 
Sunday Prayers for Healing - Once a month, there is a half hour Service of Prayers for Healing in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel after 0930 Sunday Mass. All welcome!  The next dates are 1st March and 5th April. 
Christian Meditation Group - Blessed Sacrament Chapel 7.15pm - 8pm followed by Compline. Contact Caterina 
01243 554001. Next dates – 4th March and 18th March (This will now be held in PARLOUR ROOM 1) 
Vigil for Vocations - (1st Friday) 8.15pm – 9pm in the Abbey Church.  (Please note change of time) 
Bereavement Support - Marian & Clare are available to meet you either at St Benedict's or to visit you at home. 
Contact the team via the Parish Office or email - clare_harper@hotmail.com or marian.imhasly@gmail.com.   
Bible Study Group – Every Wednesday at 7.30pm in St Benedict’s (Parish Office).  Please advise the Parish 
Office if you wish to come. 
Nazareth Youth Group – For young people in years 9-13 on a Wednesday evening in Compass House between 
5.45pm-7pm.  It includes pizza, games, worship and social times.  Contact Veronika on vbulakova@worth.org.uk 

 
“The prophet shows that, for the sake of silence, we are to abstain even 

from good talk.  If this be so, how much more needful is it that we refrain 
from evil words, on account of the penalty of sin!” 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings: Second Sunday of Lent (Year A)  
1st Reading –Genesis 12:1-4a          2nd Reading – 2 Timothy 1:8b-10 

Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9, The Transfiguration 

Daily Readings 

Monday – Lev 19:1-2, 11-18    Matt 25:31-46 

Tuesday – Isa 55:10-11    Matt 6:7-15 

Wednesday – Jonah 3:1-10    Luke 11:29-32 
Thursday – Esth C:12, 14-16, 23-25    Matt 7:7-12 
Friday – Ezek 18:21-28    Matt 5:20-26 
Saturday – Deut 26:16-19    Matt 5:43-48 

Worth Abbey Parish, Paddockhurst Road, Turners Hill, West Sussex, RH10 4SB 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

 
Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk          Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313          

 Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk           Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.15am-1.15pm Mon-Fri)      
 

Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 
 

Any cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 
 

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 
 

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at parish@worth.org.uk 
  (By Tuesday) 

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer intentions, 
please let Fr Paul know. 
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