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The Climate Emergency and the Church’s Call for Conversion: Part 1 

We thank Alan Rew for this statement about the urgent need to engage with ecological issues.  (The 
second part will follow next week.)  Alan, with a group of parishioners, has formed the group, Worth Pro-
Earth: Journey to 2030, to encourage us all to play our part.  Please get in touch if you would like to join 
the group. 

New Year’s Day was the 53rd WORLD DAY OF PEACE. Pope Francis has asked us to celebrate it as 
part of a journey of hope and ecological conversion. He calls us to contemplate that God has given us 
the gift of the world as our common home.  We need radical inner conversion to halt and redress our 
often abusive exploitation of this common residence and its natural resources.  A group of Worth 
Abbey parishioners has recently decided to join this journey towards conversion. 
Two short illustrations of our lack of respect for God’s gift are: every return flight from London to New 
York costs the Arctic three square metres of ice; for every half degree of warming, societies see from a 
10% to a 20% increase in armed conflict. 

Australia provides a longer and disturbing case for our holiday season. The continent has warmed by 
about 1.4C since pre-industrial times.  Climate scientists say frequent and severe heat-waves have 
followed from this warming. Three of the four hottest years on record there have occurred in only the 
past six years. On the hottest weekend in December some locations in southern Australia were 
reaching 48C. At such temperatures unprotected human bodies get cooked to death in a few very 
painful hours of heat-stroke. In addition to human death from direct heat there is also extensive 
property destruction, environmental degradation and wildlife extinction coming from extreme often 
unmanageable bushfire danger. It has been estimated that some 5 million hectares have been torched 
by bushfires in the four south eastern states and that this number could still be rising. 

Some of us have friends or family in Australia and so will share the anxiety about heat-stroke death 
and the destruction of wildlife, homes and landscapes. Yet even if, for others, Australia is remote and 
very different than Sussex there are still lessons for us here. Global warming leads to instability in the 
climate with some of the world becoming progressively less habitable.  If the environment is 
continually prodded with fossil fuel emissions and other polluting waste it can respond like “an angry 
beast” creating cascades of environmental violence and feedback loops between air, land and sea 
which in time become irreversible. Should the Earth warm by another 4C it is predicted there will be 
palm trees in the Arctic, no ice at either of the poles, and many major cities (including London) will be 
submerged as the oceans rise. 

Is the message then just one of doom and gloom or are there lessons for us as individual parishioners 
of Worth Abbey Parish?  Pope Francis asks (emphatically) that we say “yes for hope”.  He stresses the 
importance of all individual hearts and minds in caring for our common home.  “Striving to overcome 
problems such as the degradation of ecosystems, the ‘culture of waste’, hunger and food insecurity, and 
persistent social and economic distress calls for a renewed ethical vision, one that places people at the 
centre”. 

Pope Francis writes. “…the word ‘conversion’ assumes a special importance in our present situation. 
Adequate responses to current problems cannot be superficial. Rather, what is needed is precisely a 
conversion, a ‘turning around’, a transformation of hearts and minds.” # This transformation is far 
more than simple acceptance of a “to-do” list. It comes from us accepting God’s love for his creation 
with us within it. The conversion needed is achieved through the Holy Spirit moving through the 
sacrament of our common home which is both a visible symbol of the reality of God, and a means by 
which God enacts his grace. As we embrace God’s creation as a sacrament we meet Jesus Christ and 
know that the Earth’s suffering is also His and our own suffering. Transformed in this way we will 



want to know how not to harm God’s creation and how best to help achieve creation justice within the 
common home. 
 
#  Pope Francis at the 2019 International Conference of the Centesimus Annus pro Pontifice Foundation. 
Sala Regia, 8th June 2019 

Alan Rew 
cdsploermel@gmail.com 

077887574822 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers 

Please pray for the healing of Laura Rawlinson.   Please pray for her family. 

Please pray for peace and pray for the work of Pax Christi 

Please pray for all those who are hungry, especially in Zimbabwe and Zambia, where  
people face a major food crisis. 

 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
Please pray for the Souls of – Mike Brayshaw, Maurice Johnson, Mrs Rutherston, Alice Yaldren,  
Joseph Curran, John Hull, Ernest Walker, Rosemary Jansen, Violet Ferguson, Dom Hugh O’Neill, Dom Oliver 
Brayden, Michael Godfrey, Elizabeth Fresne, Edgar Stanford, Josephine Chamberlain, Eda Dunbar,  
Joan Witham, Jim McClusky, Fra Andrew Bertie and Angus MacDonald. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. 
Amen. 

Date for your Diary 

Wednesday 26th February - Ash Wednesday mass at 8am, 5.30pm and 7,30pm. 

Sunday 15th March – Worth Choral Society & The Kidbrooke Singers and WS Symphony Orchestra.  In the 
Abbey Church at 7.30pm.  Programme includes Mozart’s Requiem (Choral) and Marquez’s Danzon No 2 
(Orchestra). 

Sunday 22nd March – Tenebrae in the Abbey Church at 7.30pm 

Collections 
Gift Aid - £402.85     Non Gift Aid - £158.90 

This weekend there will be an Emergency Collection for CAFOD in Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

Crippling drought and failed crops have left 10 million people without food or water.  CAFOD’s local experts 
are on the ground responding to the crisis.  £30 will feed a family of 5 for a month.  £450 provides a 

fortnight’s food aid to 30 families.  Please use the Gift Aid Envelopes. 

Lectio Divina 

Would you like to find out about Lectio 
Divina?  Do please contact the office and we 

can supply you with some materials. 

 

Unplug. 
Can you use energy more efficiently at home? Unplug 

items when they aren’t in use, buy goods with high 
energy-efficient standards, and consider making the 

switch to renewable energy.  
All of these can help to help reduce your personal impact. 

Worth Abbey Parish 
We welcome young families to our liturgies at Worth, and we hope that you feel welcome.  We would 

like to remind parents that we offer Junior Church in two groups: pre-school children in the Unity Room, 
and children of school age in the choir vestry.  There is also an area near the parlours upstairs (entry 

from the narthex, past the gents toilets) which you can use if necessary, and from which you can see and 
hear everything.  In addition to the Sunday mass at Worth there is also a less formal mass on Saturday 
at 5 pm and on Sunday in the much smaller and informal setting of St Dunstan’s chapel, in North Lane, 

West Hoathly, at 11.30 am. 
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The general Tithing Committee ceased to function in 2017 because of the deficit of general parish 

funds.  We will begin to Tithe again, as soon as the finance committee are happy that our finances are 
on a secure basis. 

WORTH ABBEY PARISH 

General Fund  

Income and Expenditure as at 31 Dec 2019 
  2017 2018 2019 2020 

  ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET 

          

Income £ £ £ £ 

Offertory & Collections 
                      
80,101  

                       
76,414  

                      
92,090  

                      
90,350  

Donations & other 
                        
7,273  

                          
3,482  

                        
6,693  

                        
4,000  

Social Event Income 
                        
3,174  

                          
3,125  

                        
4,235  

                        
3,500  

Repository Traidcraft 
                        
4,158  

                          
3,247  

                        
3,500  

                        
3,500  

Trust Grants Received 
                               
-    

                                 
-    

                        
2,000  

                               
-    

Tax Rebates 
                      
21,018  

                       
15,150  

                      
21,658  

                      
16,000  

Income - totals 
                   
115,724  

                     
101,418  

                   
130,176  

                   
117,350  

          

Expenditure         

Management & Administration 
                      
47,611  

                       
40,671  

                      
44,079  

                      
43,990  

Worth Abbey (rent) 
                      
16,037  

                       
16,037  

                      
16,037  

                      
16,040  

Church Operation  
                      
22,500  

                       
18,618  

                      
15,703  

                      
16,970  

Repository Traidcraft 
                        
3,678  

                          
3,273  

                        
2,968  

                        
3,500  

Liturgy Church General 
                        
8,603  

                          
6,142  

                        
6,925  

                        
6,650  

Social Event Cost 
                        
5,884  

                          
3,888  

                        
4,287  

                        
3,500  

Diocesan Levies 
                      
15,807  

                       
22,609  

                      
26,934  

                      
26,934  

Deanery  School 
                        
1,058  

                          
1,033  

                        
1,100  

                        
1,100  

Expenditure - totals 
                   
121,178  

                     
112,271  

                   
118,033  

                   
118,684  

          

Surplus/(Deficit) on general fund (5,454) (10,853) 
                      
12,143  (1,334) 

          

          

          

Mission Support Uganda - net 
income/expense 2,518  3,620  (7,282)   

          



REGULAR EVENTS IN THE PARISH 
Mass Times - Saturday: 9.00 am (Concelebrated) and 5.00 pm (First Mass of Sunday),  
Sunday: 9.30 am, with an 11.30am mass at St Dunstan’s West Hoathly 
Daily Mass: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm (Concelebrated), Holy Days of Obligation: Vigil Mass: 7.30 pm;  
Feast Day: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm 
Compline – 8.15pm-8.30pm 
Adoration - Friday evenings 7.00- 8.00pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Reflection, music and silence.  
Sunday Adoration – In St Dunstan’s Chapel, West Hoathly, every Sunday from 5pm-7pm to support the parish 
evangelisation programme.  Please feel free to come for as long as you wish. 
Confessions (Sacrament of Reconciliation) - Sundays 9.10-9.30am before Mass.   
Marian Rosary Group – 1st/3rd Wednesday at 7.05pm-8.10pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.  
Rosary – Saturday mornings at 9.30am in Our Lady Chapel. 
Lectio Divina - Tuesdays 7.30pm, for 30 mins, Parlour 1 (entry from the Narthex) (Please note change of 
time) 
Sunday Prayers for Healing - Once a month, there is a half hour Service of Prayers for Healing in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel after 0930 Sunday Mass. All welcome!  The next dates are 2nd Feburary, 1st March and  
5th April. 
Christian Meditation Group - Blessed Sacrament Chapel 7.15pm - 8pm followed by Compline. Contact Caterina 
01243 554001. Next date –12th February (Please note change of time) 
Vigil for Vocations - (1st Friday) 8.15pm – 9pm in the Abbey Church.  (Please note change of time) 
Bereavement Support - Marian & Clare are available to meet you either at St Benedict's or to visit you at home. 
Contact the team via the Parish Office or email - clare_harper@hotmail.com or marian.imhasly@gmail.com.   
Bible Study Group – Every Wednesday at 7.30pm in St Benedict’s (Parish Office).  Please advise the Parish 
Office if you wish to come. 
Nazareth Youth Group – For young people in years 9-13 on a Wednesday evening in Compass House between 
5.45pm-7pm.  It includes pizza, games, worship and social times.  Contact Veronika on vbulakova@worth.org.uk 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings: Fifth Sunday in OT (Year A)  
1st Reading –Isaiah 58:7-10        2nd Reading – 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

Gospel: Matthew 5:13-16 
You are the salt of the Earth 

Daily Readings 

Monday – 2 Sam 15:13-24, 30, 18:5-13   Mark 5:1-20 

Tuesday – 2 Sam 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30-19:3   Mark 5:21-43 

Wednesday – 2 Sam 24:2, 9-17   Mark 6:1-6 (St Agatha) 
Thursday – 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12   Mark 6:7-13 (St Paul Miki & Comp) 
Friday – Sir 47:2-11   Mark 6:14-29 
Saturday – 1 Kgs 3:4-13   Mark 6:30-34 

Worth Abbey Parish, Paddockhurst Road, Turners Hill, West Sussex, RH10 4SB 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

 
Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk          Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313          

 Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk           Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.15am-1.15pm Mon-Fri)      
 

Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 
 

Any cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 
 

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 
 

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at parish@worth.org.uk 
  (By Tuesday) 

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer intentions, 
please let Fr Paul know. 
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