
 

Worth Pro-Earth Journey to 2030 Reflections 

 

Session 2 Oceans and Water (LS 27-31) 
 

Seas and oceans cover over 70% of the surface of the globe. It has a significant place in all 

our lives, from the ebbing and flowing of tides to the vastness of its ocean, with the vastness 

of its life (80% of all living creatures) unseen to most of us. Its moods change from gentle 

calm to powerful movements of lashing destructive waves on stormy seas. The bible tells us 

of powerful experiences of the drying up of the Red Sea to Jesus calming the sea of Galilee.  

We know that Climate Change is set to create extreme and unpredictable weather caused 

by the activity of humans in some parts of the world. 

We have poisoned and destroyed what should be the most essential part of our life and 

growth. Without drinking water we would die and over one billion people in the world today 

are in danger of early death because they don’t have clean drinking water. See Finding God 

in a leaf Sections 19 and 20. 

Readings 

Genesis 1:9-10 

2 Kings 2:19-22, (polluted water) 3:16-17 (drinking water) 

Ezekiel 47:8-9 (where water is everything will live) 

Matthew 3:16 (Jesus baptised) 

Mark 6:48-51 (Jesus walks on the water) 

Mark 7:37-40 (Jesus stills a storm) 

 

Laudato Si-  

41- In tropical and subtropical seas, we find coral reefs comparable to the great forests on 

dry land, for they shelter approximately a million species, including fish, crabs, molluscs, 

sponges and algae. Many of the worlds coral reefs are already barren or in a state of 

constant decline. “Who turned the wonder-world of the seas into underwater cemeteries 

bereft of colour and life?” (Extract- from the Bishops Conference of the Philippines, Pastoral 

Letter 29 January 1988). This phenomenon is due largely to pollution which reaches the sea 

as a result of deforestation, agricultural mono-cultures, industrial waste and destructive 

fishing methods especially those using cyanide and dynamite. It is aggravated by the rise of 

temperature of the oceans. All of this helps us to see that every intervention in nature can 

have consequences which are not immediately evident and that certain ways of exploiting 

resources prove costly in terms of degradation which ultimately reaches the ocean be itself.                                                                                                                                                         

174- Let us also mention the system of governance of the oceans. International and regional 

conventions do exist, but fragmentation and the lack of strict mechanisms regulation, 

control and penalisation end up undermining these efforts. The growing problem of marine 

waste and the protection of the open seas represent particular challenges. What is needed 



is an agreement on systems of governance for the whole range of so-called “global 

commons”. 

29-31- ……Dysentery and cholera, linked to inadequate hygiene and water supplies, are 

significant causes of suffering and of infant mortality………. In some places there is a 

tendency to privatise this resource (water), turning it into a commodity subject to the laws 

of the market. Yet access to safe drinking water is a basic and universal human right, since it 

is essential to human survival and as such, is a condition for the exercise of other human 

rights. Our world has a grave social debt towards the poor who lack access to drinking 

water, because they are denied the right of a life consistent with their inalienable 

dignity……… It is also conceivable that the control of water by large multinational businesses 

may become a major source of conflict in this century. 

Reflect in relation to our world today (10-15 minutes) 

Share anything that strikes you or use the following questions 

• In recent weeks we have experienced across our country severe floods that have 

damaged and destroyed homes, businesses and animal and plant life. What does this 

say to us and what action can we take to reduce or eliminate this in the future? 

• Our commitment to giving water its proper place calls for a culture of care. How can 

we address this at home in the parish and in society? 

• Can we share this message with others- children, family, friends, colleagues? 

 

Prayer - Walk lightly   Linda Jones/CAFOD 

 

Each leaf, each petal, each grain, each person, 

sings your praises, Creator God. 

 

Each creature on the earth, all the mountains and great seas 

show your glory, Spirit of love. 

 

And yet the hand of greed has patented and plundered 

your splendour, has taken and not shared 

your gift, has lived as owner of the earth, not guest. 

 

And so the ice is cracked the rivers dry, 

the valleys flooded and the snowcaps melt. 

 

God our Father, show us 

how to step gently, how to live simply, 

how to walk lightly with respect and love 

for all that you have made. Amen 
 


