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“He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures”  

Sunday of The Word of God 
Pope Francis asks us all to meditate on the place of the Word of God in our lives today.  In his 

letter, which you will find on our website, he explains how our reading of Sacred Scripture 

depends on the action and presence of Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Recalling the passage in Luke’s 

gospel about the Road to Emmaus (Lk 24, 13-35) he explains: Jesus appeared to the assembled 

disciples, broke bread with them and opened their minds to the understanding of the sacred 

Scriptures. To them, amid their fear and bewilderment, he unveiled the meaning of the paschal 

mystery.   In this spirit Pope Francis continues: At the conclusion of the Extraordinary Jubilee of 

Mercy, I proposed setting aside “a Sunday given over entirely to the word of God, so as to 

appreciate the inexhaustible riches contained in that constant dialogue between the Lord and his 

people”.  Devoting a specific Sunday of the liturgical year to the word of God can enable the 

Church to experience anew how the risen Lord opens up for us the treasury of his word and 

enables us to proclaim its unfathomable riches before the world.  

Pope Francis emphasises that as Christian disciples we need to know and love the Scriptures, 

just as we must know and love Jesus.  A profound bond links sacred Scripture and the faith of 

believers, since faith comes from hearing, and what is heard is based on the word of Christ… 

The journey that the Risen Lord makes with the disciples of Emmaus ended with a meal. The 

mysterious wayfarer accepts their insistent request: “Stay with us, for it is almost evening and 

the day is now far spent” (Lk 24:29). They sit down at table, and Jesus takes the bread, blesses 

it, breaks it and offers it to them. At that moment, their eyes are opened, and they recognize him 

(cf. v. 31). 

This scene clearly demonstrates the unbreakable bond between sacred Scripture and the 

Eucharist. As the Second Vatican Council teaches, “the Church has always venerated the divine 

Scriptures as she has venerated the Lord’s body, in that she never ceases, above all in the 

sacred liturgy, to partake of the bread of life and to offer it to the faithful from the one table of 

the word of God and the body of Christ” (Dei Verbum, 21).  He concludes: we urgently need to 

grow in our knowledge and love of the Scriptures and of the risen Lord, who continues to speak 

his word and to break bread in the community of believers… Christ Jesus is knocking at our 

door in the words of sacred Scripture.  Because it is inspired by the power of God’s love, God’s 

word has the power to change our lives: God’s word has the power to open our eyes and to 

enable us to renounce a stifling and barren individualism and instead to embark on a new path 

of sharing and solidarity. 
Please see the full document on the website, and do consider joining the lectio group which 

meets on Tuesdays at 7.30 pm, in Parlour 1, for an opportunity to meditate prayerfully on the 

Sunday gospels.  Please ask the office for suggestions about how to conduct lectio, which can 

also be practised alone.   

Do consider joining the Wednesday evening Bible study group, at 7.30pm in St Benedict’s; or 

forming a daytime group to read St Matthew’s gospel, or for an introduction to the Scriptures as 

a whole.  We look forward to hearing from you.  

 

http://www.iubilaeummisericordiae.va/content/gdm/en.html
http://www.iubilaeummisericordiae.va/content/gdm/en.html
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651118_dei-verbum_en.html


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayers 

Please pray for the healing of Laura Rawlinson.   Please pray for her family. 
 

Please pray for peace and pray for the work of Pax Christi 
 

Please pray for all those who are hungry, especially in Zimbabwe and Zambia, where  
people face a major food crisis. 

 
Prayer for Holocaust Memorial Day 

Loving God, we come to you with heavy hearts, remembering the six million Jewish souls  
murdered during the Holocaust. 

In the horrors of that history, when so many groups were targeted because of their identity,  
and in genocides which followed, we recognise destructive prejudices that drive people apart. 

Forgive us when we give space to fear, negativity and hatred of others, simply because  
they are different from us. 

In the light of God, we see everyone as equally precious manifestations of the Divine, and 
 can know the courage to face the darkness. 

Through our prayers and actions, help us to stand together with those who are suffering, so  
that light may banish all darkness, love will prevail over hate and good will triumph over evil. 

Amen 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
Please pray for the Souls of – Paul Rubridge, Tony Brailey, Kathleen Dorrington, Patrick Board, Arthur Figg, 
Violet Levett, Philippa Watelin, Angela Hollins, Heather Levett, Bill Mitchell, William Hyde Hills and  
William Brown.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. 
Amen. 

Divine Renovation 
Come along to the St Philip Howard Centre, Crawley, RH10 6RP on Thursday 30th January from 1pm-4pm 

to meet others interest in, inspired by, or utilising the Divine Renovation programme in their parishes. 
The afternoon will provide an opportunity to network, share your best practice and explore any challenges 

in order to build thriving Parish communities for the future 
For more information or to register, please contact Jon Harman (Spiritual and Formation Advisor) at 

jon.harman@abdiocese.org.uk 
All are welcome.  Please let us know if you have any additional needs. 

A sandwich lunch will be provided 
 

Date for your Diary 

Wednesday 26th February - Ash Wednesday mass, at 7,30pm. 

Sunday 15th March – Worth Choral Society & The Kidbrooke Singers and WS Symphony Orchestra.  In the Abbey 
Church at 7.30pm.  Programme includes Mozart’s Requiem (Choral) and Marquez’s Danzon No 2 (Orchestra). 

Collections 

Next weekend there will be an Emergency Collection for CAFOD in Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

Crippling drought and failed crops have left 10 million people without food or water.  CAFOD’s local 
experts are on the ground responding to the crisis.  £30 will feed a family of 5 for a month.  £450 

provides a fortnight’s food aid to 30 families.  Please use the Gift Aid Envelopes. 

Lectio Divina 

Would you like to find out about Lectio 
Divina? 

Do please contact the office and we can 
supply you with some materials. 

 

There are very simple ways we can help personally with Global 
Warming.  For example, replacing just one lightbulb with a 

compact fluorescent light bulb will save 150 pounds of carbon 
dioxide a year. 

mailto:jon.harman@abdiocese.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evening Prayer for Divorced, Remarried & Separated 
 

Sun. 23rd February, at 3 pm:  All those in our parish communities who may be divorced, remarried or 
simply separated, are warmly invited to come together with Bishop Richard at St. John the Evangelist 
Church in Horsham for afternoon tea, conversation and the celebration of Evening Prayer, which will 

conclude the afternoon.  If you would like to join in, please contact 
Katherine.Bergin@abdiocese.org.uk  Thank you. 

 

The application process for the 2020 Lourdes Pilgrimage is now open.  
 

The online application form for 
those applying as a helper, chaplain, member of the medical team or as a pilgrim who needs no assistance 

can be found at https://www.my-holiday-booking.co.uk/crm/introduction/index/i/17/eid/9 

If you would like to come to Lourdes as an Assisted Pilgrim, please contact the Pilgrimage Office who will 
post a form to you; E: office@ablourdes.org      T: 01403 740110  

 

Faith in Politics 

Faith in Politics, the Parliamentary and Public Affairs Internship run by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
England and Wales, has been featured on www.laityinvolved.org, a new website launched by the Holy See’s 

Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life. Faith in Politics offers a foundation of Catholic faith and spiritual 
formation for those who believe that they may have a vocation to public service in politics or public 

affairs. Bishop John Arnold, Bishop for the Faith in Politics scheme, said:  
‘I am delighted that Faith in Politics has been chosen to feature as an example of worldwide best practice of 
formation of the laity. The scheme has prepared over one hundred Catholic graduates for a career in public 

life and makes real difference to the mission of the Church, to civic life in our country, and to those with 
whom the interns work.’  

 Applications for Faith in Politics 2020-21 are now open. More information be found 
at www.faithinpolitics.org.uk. Applications close on 28th February 2020. 

Green Christian Conference 
 

Walking, falling and keeping going, discovering and maintaining a radical creation-centred way of being. 
Saturday 1st February,  

11am – 4.30pm (tea and coffee from 10.30am) at St Aloysius Church Hall, 20 Phoenix Road, London NW1 
1TA.  There will be presentations and discussions. 
The event is free (donations welcome on the day).   

To book please email georgedow@greenchristian.org.uk 

Lunch for Homeless 
people 

 
Lunch will be served on 

22nd March, 24th May, 26th 
July, 27th September and 
22nd November.  If you 

would like to help, please 
contact Ashwin Soni on  

07833 252551 

Catholicism 

Fr John Seddon OSB will present the sixth episode of 'Catholicism - a journey to the heart of the faith', by 
Bishop Robert Barron, on Saturday, 8th February.  The day begins with Mass at 9.00 am, followed by coffee. 

The sixth film, is entitled 'A Body both suffering and glorious: the mystical union of Christ and the Church.' 
The Day concludes around 4.00 pm. Bring a packed lunch and if you can, a friend. Tea and coffee is provided. 

St Augustine's Abbey, Sample Oak Lane, Chilworth, Near Guildford. GU4 8QR. 

 
Annual Justice & Peace Conference 

 
2020 Vision – Action for Life on Earth.  17th-19th July at The Hayes 

Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire. 
Five years on from Laudato Si’, we are learning that ecological conversion is 
a matter of life and death.  Decisions at United Nations summits in 2020 on 
both climate and biodiversity will be critical for salvaging a viable future.  

Join us in Conference 2020, as we make common cause to face the choices, 
changes and consequences confronting us.  To download a booking form or 

to book by email, go to www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/conference 

mailto:Katherine.Bergin@abdiocese.org.uk
mailto:office@ablourdes.org?subject=Lourdes%202020%20e-Bulletin
https://abdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6&id=9a26e4f558&e=39eafcb504
https://abdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6&id=c60d428824&e=39eafcb504


REGULAR EVENTS IN THE PARISH 
Mass Times - Saturday: 9.00 am (Concelebrated) and 5.00 pm (First Mass of Sunday),  
Sunday: 9.30 am, with an 11.30am mass at St Dunstan’s West Hoathly 
Daily Mass: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm (Concelebrated), Holy Days of Obligation: Vigil Mass: 7.30 pm;  
Feast Day: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm 
Compline – 8.15pm-8.30pm 
Adoration - Friday evenings 7.00- 8.00pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Reflection, music and silence.  
Sunday Adoration – In St Dunstan’s Chapel, West Hoathly, every Sunday from 5pm-7pm to support the parish 
evangelisation programme.  Please feel free to come for as long as you wish. 
Confessions (Sacrament of Reconciliation) - Sundays 9.10-9.30am before Mass.   
Marian Rosary Group – 1st/3rd Wednesday at 7.05pm-8.10pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.  
Rosary – Saturday mornings at 9.30am in Our Lady Chapel. 
Lectio Divina - Tuesdays 7.30pm, for 30 mins, Parlour 1 (entry from the Narthex) (Please note change of 
time) 
Sunday Prayers for Healing - Once a month, there is a half hour Service of Prayers for Healing in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel after 0930 Sunday Mass. All welcome!  The next date is 2nd February. 
Christian Meditation Group - Blessed Sacrament Chapel 7.15pm - 8pm followed by Compline. Contact Caterina 
01243 554001. Next date – 29th January then 12th February (Please note change of time) 
Vigil for Vocations - (1st Friday) 8.15pm – 9pm in the Abbey Church.  (Please note change of time) 
Bereavement Support - Marian & Clare are available to meet you either at St Benedict's or to visit you at home. 
Contact the team via the Parish Office or email - clare_harper@hotmail.com or marian.imhasly@gmail.com.   
Bible Study Group – Every Wednesday at 7.30pm in St Benedict’s (Parish Office).  Please advise the Parish 
Office if you wish to come. 
Nazareth Youth Group – For young people in years 9-13 on a Wednesday evening in Compass House between 
5.45pm-7pm.  It includes pizza, games, worship and social times.  Contact Veronika on vbulakova@worth.org.uk 

.”

 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings: The Presentation of the Lord (Year A)  
1st Reading –Malachi 3:1-4        2nd Reading – Hebrews 2:14-18 

Gospel: Luke 2:22-40 
Jesus is presented in the Temple 

Daily Readings 

Monday – 2 Tim 1:1-8 or Titus 1:1-5   Mark 3:22-30 

Tuesday – 2 Sam 6:12b-15, 17-19   Mark 3:31-35 (St Thomas of Aquinas) 

Wednesday – 2 Sam 7:4-17   Mark 4:1-20 
Thursday – 2 Sam 7:18-19, 24-29   Mark 4:21-25 
Friday – 2 Sam 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17   Mark 4:26-34 (St John Bosco) 
Saturday – 2 Sam 12:1-7a, 10-17   Mark 4:35-41 

Worth Abbey Parish, Paddockhurst Road, Turners Hill, West Sussex, RH10 4SB 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

 
Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk          Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313          

 Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk           Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.15am-1.15pm Mon-Fri)      
 

Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 
 

Any cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 
 

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 
 

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at parish@worth.org.uk 
  (By Tuesday) 

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer intentions, 
please let Fr Paul know. 

mailto:clare_harper@hotmail.com
mailto:vbulakova@worth.org.uk
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk

