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ADVENT 

A very prominent theme in our celebration of Advent is that of peace and reconciliation.  In 

our readings at mass a vision of peace is proclaimed especially in the writings of the prophet 

Isaiah.  The focus of his vision is the Temple Mount in Jerusalem, which was believed to be 

the dwelling place of God among men.  Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go 

up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his 

ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ (cp 2)  And today we hear, They will not hurt or 

destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD.  (CP 

11)  The vision is of all the nations on the earth coming into God’s presence to learn from 

Him and to re-create the Paradise of The Garden of Eden, when God “walked with Adam”, 

before sin destroyed the harmony between human beings, and between God and humanity 

and between humanity and our environment.  By accepting God’s teaching they will beat 

their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks.  The vision returns to 

the original Creation, when all creatures would be non-carnivorous (cf Gen 1.29): The wolf 

shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the 

fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.  In a symbolic way this depicts the original 

harmony of God’s Creation.  The Messiah, God’s anointed King, will play a key role in 

restoring this harmony.  Filled with the Holy Spirit, with righteousness he shall judge (i.e. 

save) the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth. 

IN HIS RECENT VISIT TO JAPAN POPE FRANCIS TOOK UP ALL THESE THEMES.  SPEAKING AT THE 

PEACE MEMORIAL AT HIROSHIMA HE SAID, I felt a duty to come here as a pilgrim of peace, to 

stand in silent prayer, to recall the innocent victims of such violence, and to bear in my heart 

the prayers and yearnings of the men and women of our time…I have come to this place of 

memory and of hope for the future, bringing with me the cry of the poor who are always the 

most helpless victims of hatred and conflict.  Like God’s anointed King he proclaims: It is 

my humble desire to be the voice of the voiceless, who witness with concern and anguish the 

growing tensions of our own time: the unacceptable inequalities and injustices that threaten 

human coexistence, the grave inability to care for our common home, and the constant 

outbreak of armed conflict, as if these could guarantee a future of peace.  Addressing the 

possession of nuclear weapons he states: The use of atomic energy for purposes of war is 

immoral, just as the possessing of nuclear weapons is immoral.   How can we propose peace 

if we constantly invoke the threat of nuclear war as a legitimate recourse for the resolution 

of conflicts? 

Please pray during this season of Advent that we may become peace makers, in our families 

and communities, and consider coming to our service of reconciliation on Monday, 16th. 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Preparation for Christmas 
Would anyone like to form a group to read Matthew’s Infancy Narrative (The stories in Matthew’s Gospel 
about the birth of Jesus)?  We can arrange the time and days to suit you.  Please contact the Parish Office.  

Thank you. 

Prayers 

 

Please pray for the healing of Laura Rawlinson.   Please pray for her family. 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
Please pray for the Souls of - Doris Barber, Stephen Price, Dom Roger Bacon, Joanne Etherton, John Isted, 
Mrs Ray Smith, Margery Hemming, Dom Michael Smith, Mary (Molly) Hansford, Brian Hemming and Sean 
Duggan. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. 
Amen. 

December Calendar 
 
 

Tuesday 10th December – Worth School & Ardingly College – Carols for the Community at 
11.30am in the Abbey. 

 

Sunday 15th December – Christmas Music from Handel’s Messiah at 7.30pm in the Abbey. 

 

Monday 16th December – Parish Reconciliation Service at 7,30pm in the Abbey. 

 

Sunday 22nd December – Family Carol Service at 4pm in the Abbey. 

 

Tuesday 24th December 

NO 8am mass, Concelebrated mass at 9am 

Carols and Organ Music – 10.30pm 

Midnight Mass – 11pm (followed by refreshments in the Narthex) 

 

Wednesday 25th December 

Christmas Day mass at 10am (11.30am at St Dunstan’s) 

 
 

Christmas Holidays 
There will be no In Touch from the weekend of 28th/29th December.   

This will return on 11th January. 

Maria Stribbling will be on holiday from 23rd December  
and will return on Monday 6th January 

CAFOD Christmas Giving 
 

CAFOD have a wonderful selection of Charity gifts available.  Go to https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/ where you can 
find many gifts. For example you could get an emergency shelter for a refugee family for £40, reading 

lessons for £10, a healthy mum and baby medical package for £30 or a happy queen bee for £4 (brings more 
bees to a hive, giving more honey).  For every £1 donated, 81p is spent on international emergency and 

development work, 10p on fundraising and 9p on running the charity. 
 

https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Plate Collection 

Gift Aid - £353    
Non Gift Aid – £438.83 

 (We would encourage visitors to use 
the Yellow Gift Aid Envelopes) 

 

 

Christmas trees 
Real trees are the more eco-friendly choice, as long as you consider where and how  

they have been grown. 
Make sure you get one from a sustainable source. There are over 400 Christmas tree growers 

across the UK registered with the British Christmas Tree Growers' Association, where trees are 
grown according to strict guidelines governing everything from sustainable seeds and cultivation 

to protecting local wildlife. 
Please check out their website at https://www.bctga.co.uk/ 

World Mission Sunday 2019 

 Message from Missio UK.   
“Thank you very much for the gift of £305.52 from your 
Parish, which will help create a vibrant Catholic Church 

for the future.” 

General Election 
Bishop Richard has shared the below link from the Bishop’s conference where you can download the 

general election statement and the other resolutions which were made public last Friday 29th November 
after the Bishops’ Conference Plenary meeting in Leeds. 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/2019-general-election-statement-and-bishops-plenary/ 
 

Statement: 

The innate human dignity of all – particularly the vulnerable and those on the margins – lies at the heart of 

the statement as the Bishops encourage everyone to “engage with the election and vote.” 

In making judgments about how to vote, the Bishops ask that the following are carefully considered and, 

indeed candidates can be asked how they will uphold: 

 The innate dignity of every human being; defending both the child in the womb, the good of the mother 

and an understanding of the immeasurable good of a child not yet born? 

 The dignified care for those who are terminally ill and dying while resisting the false compassion of 

assisted suicide or euthanasia? 

 The needs of those who are frequently neglected or discarded by society such as people with disabilities, 

Travellers, older people, those who are homeless, those in prison and those trapped in modern slavery? 

 The process of integration of migrants and refugees who have made their homes here, challenging the 

global rise of xenophobia and racism that is so radically incompatible with our faith? 

 The rights of those in our own communities and overseas who “can see no end tunnel of extreme 

poverty,” providing them with assistance and confronting the structural injustices that compound their 

suffering? 

 Care for our common home and tackle the climate emergency which threatens the future of our entire 

human family and is already having a profound impact upon the world’s poorest people? 

 Freedom of religion and belief, ensuring that everyone has the right to exercise their conscience and 

practise their creed freely without fear?   

 The cherishing of marriage, recognising the essential place of the family in the service of life and of 

society? 

 The right of parents to educate their children in accordance with their faith and support the work of 

Catholic schools in their contribution to society and their promotion of the common good?  

http://www.christmastree.org.uk/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/2019-general-election-statement-and-bishops-plenary/


REGULAR EVENTS IN THE PARISH 
Mass Times - Saturday: 9.00 am (Concelebrated) and 5.00 pm (First Mass of Sunday),  
Sunday: 9.30 am, with an 11.30am mass at St Dunstan’s West Hoathly 
Daily Mass: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm (Concelebrated), Holy Days of Obligation: Vigil Mass: 7.30 pm;  
Feast Day: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm 
Adoration - Friday evenings 7.00- 8.00pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Reflection, music and silence.  
Sunday Adoration – In St Dunstan’s Chapel, West Hoathly, every Sunday from 5pm-7pm to support the parish 
evangelisation programme.  Please feel free to come for as long as you wish. 
Confessions (Sacrament of Reconciliation) - Sundays 9.10-9.30am before Mass.   
Marian Prayer Group – Now Meeting 1st / 3rd Wednesday at 7:30pm, Lady Chapel.  
Lectio Divina - Tuesdays 8.20pm, for 30 mins, Parlour 1 (entry from the Narthex) then Compline.  
Sunday Prayers for Healing - Once a month, there is a half hour Service of Prayers for Healing in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel after 0930 Sunday Mass. All welcome!  The next date is 5th January.  
Christian Meditation Group - Blessed Sacrament Chapel 7.45pm for 8pm start to 8.45pm followed by 
Compline. Contact Caterina 01243 554001.  Next date is 11th December in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 
Vigil for Vocations - (1st Friday) 9.00pm to midnight in the Abbey Church.   
Bereavement Support - Marian & Clare are available to meet you either at St Benedict's or to visit you at home. 
Contact the team via the Parish Office or email - clare_harper@hotmail.com or marian.imhasly@gmail.com.   
Bible Study Group – Every Wednesday at 7.30pm in St Benedict’s (Parish Office).  Please double check with the 
Parish Office. 
Nazareth Youth Group – For young people in years 9-13 on a Wednesday evening in Compass House between 
5.45pm-7pm.  It includes pizza, games, worship and social times.  Contact Veronika on vbulakova@worth.org.uk 

 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings: Third Sunday of Advent (Year A) 
1st Reading – Isaiah 35:1-6, 10         2nd Reading – James 5:7-10 

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 
Messengers from John the Baptist 

Daily Readings 

Monday – Gen 3:9-15, 20   Eph 1:3-6, 11-12   Luke 1:26-38 (The Immaculate Conception of Our Lady) 

Tuesday – Isa 40:1-11   Matt 18:12-14 

Wednesday – Isa 40:25-31   Matt 11:28-30 
Thursday – Zech 2:14-17 or Rev 11:19a, 12:1-6a, 10ab   Luke 1:26-38 
Friday – Isa 48:17-19   Matt 11:16-19 (St Lucy) 
Saturday – Sir 48:1-4, 9-11   Matt 17:9a, 10-13 

Worth Abbey Parish, Paddockhurst Road, Turners Hill, West Sussex, RH10 4SB 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

 
Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk          Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313          

 Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk           Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.15am-1.15pm Mon-Fri)      
 

Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 
 

Any cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 
 

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 
 

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at parish@worth.org.uk 
  (By Tuesday) 

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer intentions, 
please let Fr Paul know. 
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