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30th Nov / 1st December 2019                                    First Sunday of Advent                                                                        No: 1189 

Advent 

This weekend we begin our celebration of Advent, the beginning of the Church’s year. 

It’s a moment which we can easily miss, for it is a time when we start to prepare for 

Christmas.  Shops especially will encourage us to do this, by putting up decorations 

and playing Christmas carols while we walk around the aisles of the supermarkets, 

inviting us to buy Christmas cakes and Christmas puddings, copiously decorated with 

holly and berries, and a whole range of gifts to fill our Christmas stockings.  So it’s 

very easy to miss Advent altogether in our anxiety to be ready for Christmas.  And 

this is a shame, for Advent has a character all of its own which offers us great spiritual 

riches.  The word Advent means Coming – the coming of Jesus.  The focus of the first 

two weeks invites us to reflect on the Return of Jesus at the end of time: Jesus will 

come in glory and majesty as King, to establish fully the Kingdom of God, with God’s 

gifts of justice and peace for all. (The purple of the Advent vestments is the purple of 

royalty.)  So it is a time of joyful expectation, especially the third Sunday, 

traditionally know as Gaudete Sunday, the Sunday of Rejoicing.  But it also has a 

sombre character, as we are warned to prepare for the Judgement which the Coming 

of Jesus will bring us, a moment for introspection and repentance. The early Church 

Fathers spoke of three comings of Jesus : his first coming, when he was born in the 

stable, a coming in weakness and humility and suffering, accepting all the limitations 

of our human existence; and his second coming at the end of time, a coming in all the 

power and glory of the majesty of God the Father.  But they also spoke of a third 

coming, the countless moments in our lives when he comes as it were hidden and in 

disguise, in all sorts of unexpected people and circumstances.  St Bernard expresses it 

thus:… The third coming lies between the other two. It is invisible, while the other two 

are visible.  Because this coming lies between the other two, it is like a road on which 

we travel from the first coming to the last. In the first, Christ was our redemption; in 

the last, he will appear as our life; in this middle coming, he is our rest and 

consolation. 

Do try to make time, during the activity and rush of your Christmas preparations, to 

experience his rest and consolation of which St Bernard speaks.  A suggestion might 

be to spend a few minutes each day in prayerful meditation on the gospel of the day.  I 

pray that we may all experience again the power of God’s love as we open our hearts 

to His coming.  We might also prepare ourselves to meet Jesus by looking for 

opportunities to serve those in most need who live around us – the lonely, the sick, the 

stranger and the homeless person, the detainee…We see the face of Our Lord in each 

of them.  I wish you a happy and holy season of Advent. 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayers 

 

Please pray for the healing of Laura Rawlinson.   Please pray for her family. 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
Please pray for the Souls of - Andy Girdwood, William Avery Wright, Cynthia O’Neil, John Davidson,  
Allan Cameron-Willson, Amy Constable, Revd Rupert Studd, Peter Lovell, Agnes Greenstreet, Trevor Adam, 
Jane Stimson, Dr Ronald Matthews, Molly Cox, Louisa Jane Thornton and Ann Botting.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. 
Amen. 

December Calendar 
 

Sunday 1st December – Junior Church Christmas Social after 09.30 mass.  See below. 

 

Sunday 1st December – Choral Society & Worth School Orchestra at 7,30pm in the 
Abbey.  Donations to Outreach Peru. 

 
Friday 6th December - PEG Christmas Curry and Quiz in Compass House at 6.15pm 

(until 9pm).   Wonderful raffle in aid of A&B Lourdes Pilgrimage Fund. If interested 
please contact Sara at sbh0369@yahoo.com or 01444 461236 

 
Tuesday 10th December – Worth School & Ardingly College – Carols for the 

Community at 11.30am in the Abbey. 

 

Sunday 15th December – Christmas Music from Handel’s Messiah at 7.30pm in the 
Abbey. 

 

Monday 16th December – Parish Reconciliation Service at 7,30pm in the Abbey. 

 

Sunday 22nd December – Family Carol Service at 4pm in the Abbey. 

 

 

Tuesday 24th December 

NO 8am mass, Concelebrated mass at 9am 

Carols and Organ Music – 10.30pm 

Midnight Mass – 11pm (followed by refreshments in the Narthex) 

 

Wednesday 25th December 

Christmas Day mass at 10am (11.30am at St Dunstan’s) 
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Plate Collection 

Gift Aid - £440.90    
Non Gift Aid – £239.74 

 (We would encourage visitors to use 
the Yellow Gift Aid Envelopes) 

 

Crawley Interfaith Network 

Saturday 7th December 6-9 pm 
“CIFN Christmas Social” Light refreshment and carols 

singing in different languages.   
Any contribution for carol singling is welcome. 

Crawley URC Church, Worth Park Avenue, Crawley,  
RH10 3DF  

Contact Ashwin Soni 07833252551 or 
ashel@hotmail.co.uk  

TRAIDCRAFT 
Do please visit our Traidcraft stall to have a look at our Christmas Cards.  When you purchase a pack, a 

donation is made to Traidcraft Exchange, CAFOD, SCIAF and Christian Aid.   
We also have Real Advent Calendars which include a 24 page Christmas story booklet as well as a Fairtrade 

chocolate for each day. 
We are very grateful for your continued support of Traidcraft by purchasing their tea, coffee, biscuits, 

chocolate and other goodies.  Every Fairtrade item bought helps to improve the lives of so many 
disadvantaged people. 

 

 

CAFOD Christmas Giving 
CAFOD have a wonderful selection of Charity gifts available.  Go to https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/ where you can 

find many gifts. For example you could get an emergency shelter for a refugee family for £40, reading 
lessons for £10, a healthy mum and baby medical package for £30 or a happy queen bee for £4 (brings more 

bees to a hive, giving more honey).  For every £1 donated, 81p is spent on international emergency and 
development work, 10p on fundraising and 9p on running the charity. 

 

Justice & Peace Social Action 
 

Annual Justice & Peace assembly “Still no 
room at the Inn”.  How can we respond to the 
homeless crisis today?  Come along to The St 

Philip Howard Centre, Crawley on 
 Saturday 25th January.   

Contact Tessa at 
Tessa.Ricketts@abdiocese.org.uk or  

01293 651154 

Ecological Conversion Group 
Looking for parishioners who are willing to be parish environmental representatives for the Ecological 

Conversion Group.  
This will simply be a contact point for each parish to take the responsibility of distributing our materials at 

mass (or even just making sure they are at the back of church). 
Our first magazine will be sent out for the 1st Sunday of Advent for the Launch of "The Journey to 2030" 
which the diocese of Arundel and Brighton has committed to in tackling our ecological crisis. To find out 

what this means visit the 'about us' section of the Journey to 2030 site. 
Please email John Paul de Quay ASAP at: info@journeyto2030.org if you would like to be your parish contact 

point (more than one per parish is fine so please just email if you are interested). 

Epsom Deanery School of Prayer 
Are you searching for faith and meaning in life, excited or curious there might be more to prayer, wishing to 
meet God amid the bustle of daily life?  Then come along and experience different ways to pray with session 
on prayer, together with time for reflection and sharing.  Come for both days, or just the one, all are welcome 

and there is no charge. 
Refreshments will be provided though attendees are kindly asked to bring lunch. 

Saturday 7th December from 10am-4pm and Sunday 8th December from 12pm-4pm at St Michael’s 
Catholic Church, The Marld, Ashstead, KT21 1RS 

If you have any specific requirements or would like further information, please contact Jon Harman, 
jon.harman@abdiocese.org.uk or 01293 651157 

 
Erica Ballard would like to say THANK YOU, to all of you who 

have kindly donated to her Sleep Out with Centrepoint in aid of 
Homelessness.  If you would still like to donate please go to - 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/erica-ballard2 

Preparation for Christmas 

Would anyone like to form a group to read Matthew’s Infancy Narrative (The stories in Matthew’s Gospel 
about the birth of Jesus)?  We can arrange the time and days to suit you.  Please contact the Parish Office.  

Thank you. 
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REGULAR EVENTS IN THE PARISH 
Mass Times - Saturday: 9.00 am (Concelebrated) and 5.00 pm (First Mass of Sunday),  
Sunday: 9.30 am, with an 11.30am mass at St Dunstan’s West Hoathly 
Daily Mass: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm (Concelebrated), Holy Days of Obligation: Vigil Mass: 7.30 pm;  
Feast Day: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm 
Adoration - Friday evenings 7.00- 8.00pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Reflection, music and silence.  
Sunday Adoration – In St Dunstan’s Chapel, West Hoathly, every Sunday from 5pm-7pm to support the parish 
evangelisation programme.  Please feel free to come for as long as you wish. 
Confessions (Sacrament of Reconciliation) - Sundays 9.10-9.30am before Mass.   
Marian Prayer Group – Now Meeting 1st / 3rd Wednesday at 7:30pm, Lady Chapel.  
Lectio Divina - Tuesdays 8.20pm, for 30 mins, Parlour 1 (entry from the Narthex) then Compline.  
Sunday Prayers for Healing - Once a month, there is a half hour Service of Prayers for Healing in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel after 0930 Sunday Mass. All welcome!  The next dates are 8th December (NOT 1 Dec) and  
5th January.  
Christian Meditation Group - Blessed Sacrament Chapel 7.45pm for 8pm start to 8.45pm followed by 
Compline. Contact Caterina 01243 554001.  Next date is 11th December in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 
Vigil for Vocations - (1st Friday) 9.00pm to midnight in the Abbey Church.  Next date is 6th December. 
Bereavement Support - Marian & Clare are available to meet you either at St Benedict's or to visit you at home. 
Contact the team via the Parish Office or email - clare_harper@hotmail.com or marian.imhasly@gmail.com.   
Bible Study Group – Every Wednesday at 7.30pm in St Benedict’s (Parish Office).  Please double check with the 
Parish Office. 
Nazareth Youth Group – For young people in years 9-13 on a Wednesday evening in Compass House between 
5.45pm-7pm.  It includes pizza, games, worship and social times.  Contact Veronika on vbulakova@worth.org.uk 

 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings: Second Sunday of Advent (Year A) 
1st Reading – Isaiah 11:1-10          2nd Reading – Romans 15:4-9 

Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 
The proclamation of John the Baptist 

Daily Readings 

Monday – Isa 4:2-6   Matt 8:5-11 

Tuesday – Isa 11:1-10   Luke 10:21-24 (St Francis Xavier) 

Wednesday – Isa 25:6-10a   Matt 14:29-37 
Thursday – Isa 26:1-6   Matt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday – Isa 29:17-24   Matt 9:27-31 
Saturday – Isa 30:19-21, 23-26   Matt 9:35 – 10:1, 5a, 6-8 (St Ambrose) 

Worth Abbey Parish, Paddockhurst Road, Turners Hill, West Sussex, RH10 4SB 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

 
Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk          Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313          

 Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk           Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.15am-1.15pm Mon-Fri)      
 

Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 
 

Any cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 
 

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 
 

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at parish@worth.org.uk 
  (By Tuesday) 

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer intentions, 
please let Fr Paul know. 
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