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The God Who Speaks 

The Year Of The Word, 2020 

This is the title of a new initiative for the Church in England and Wales which was 

announced by Cardinal Vincent Nichols on September 30th, the feast of St Jerome.  St 

Jerome is probably best known for pulling thorns out of lions’ feet, but a more lasting 

contribution to the Church was his translation of the Hebrew and Greek Scriptures into 

Latin, the language of the Western Church.  He lived in Bethlehem during the late 4th 

century, in a cave near the church of the Nativity, and here he produced what came to be 

known as the Vulgate, or common version of the Latin Bible, which was adopted by the 

entire Western Church, and used in our liturgy until the Vatican Council.  Next year is the 

1,600th anniversary of his death, and, to mark this, we are urged to deepen our knowledge 

and love of the Bible.  Since the reforms of the Council our Sunday liturgies have offered us 

a much richer selection of Biblical readings than ever before; but we need to study the 

scriptures in order fully to reap their fruits.  St Jerome famously wrote: Ignorance of the 

Scriptures is ignorance of Christ.  God’s Word certainly comes to us through the Bible, but 

we need to know as much as we can about the cultures which produced the many books of 

the Bible, some of which were written three thousand years ago in a world very different 

from ours, in order to appreciate the background and the meaning of what we find written 

there, and what God may be saying to us in the scriptures today. 

On the First Sunday of Advent, December 1st, we begin to read Matthew’s gospel each 

Sunday.  There is already a small lectio divina group which meets on Tuesday evenings at 

Worth each week to meditate on the gospel for the coming Sunday.  (Please see In Touch for 

details.)  Lectio offers a prayerful way to enter into the Bible, and can be done alone or in a 

group.  If you would like materials to offer guidance about lectio, please get in touch with 

the office.  You can begin with a Sunday missal, or just a Catholic diary and a Bible to 

indicate the readings for each week; or simply download Unviversalis on your phone, or 

look at it through the parish website.  But you might like to join a group to study scripture, 

either looking at St Matthew’s gospel, or to take a broader look at the Bible as a whole.  Do 

please let us know what you would find most helpful; and please look at the website, 

godwhospeaks.uk, for other ideas. 

 

Living God, you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears and shows us 

how to live for one another. 

Send us the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds so that we may be 

your witnesses throughout the world. 

Amen 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayers 

 

Please pray for the healing of Laura Rawlinson.   Please pray for her family. 
 

Please pray for all those who died in the two World Wars, and in subsequent wars. 

 
Lead me from death to life, from falsehood to truth 

Lead me from despair to hope, from fear to trust. 

Lead me from hate to love, from war to peace. 

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our universe. 

 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
Please pray for the Souls of - Dom Eric Booker, Judith Wright, Noreen Short, Bridie Ricketts, John Hicklin, 
Michael Keating, Christine Genders, Raymond Huckstep, Brian Haynes, Philipa Edwards, Victoria Sheppard, 
Myrtle Buckland, Geoffrey Teal, Carolyn Pickering, Alec Ricketts and Anne Kibble. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. 
Amen. 

 
Dates for your Calendar 

 

Sunday 10th November – Faure’s Requiem at 7,30pm in the Abbey. 

Saturday 30th November – Our 5pm mass will be a celebration of our friendship with the Church and 
people of Uganda.  As always, we will have a wonderful Ugandan Choir to bring us African joy in music and 

dance, and we will have a party after mass in Compass House.  Please bring dessert if you can and please let 
us know if you can come.  Straight after mass, Julian Gabriel will give a short talk to all the children in the 

Unity Room about his work digging wells in Uganda. 

Sunday 1st December – Junior Church Christmas Social after 09.30 mass.  See below. 

Sunday 1st December – Choral Society & Worth School Orchestra at 7,30pm in the Abbey.  Donations to 
Outreach Peru. 

Friday 6th December - PEG Christmas Curry and Quiz in Compass House on.  Wonderful raffle in aid of A&B 
Lourdes Pilgrimage Fund. Details to follow! 

Tuesday 10th December – Worth School & Ardingly College – Carols for the Community at 11.30am in the 
Abbey. 

Sunday 15th December – Christmas Music from Handel’s Messiah at 7.30pm in the Abbey. 

Sunday 22nd December – Family Carol Service at 4pm in the Abbey. 

 

 Worship Session 
 

The Magnificat Music Ministry is hosting a Praise and 
Worship session on  

Tuesday 3rd December at 7:30pm.  
All are welcome to attend. It is being held at St John the 

Evangelist Church in Horsham. 
 

Junior Church Christmas Social 
 

Worth Parish Junior Church would like to 
invite families to enjoy some fun time 

together. 
All Children, grandchildren, parents, 
grandparents and families welcome. 

We ask that everyone bring some food and 
drink to share. 

 
Come join the fun on Sunday 1st December 

from 11am-1pm in the Unity Room. 

Fr Aidan will be away for several months, enjoying a 
well-earned sabbatical.  He plans to spend some time 

in Rome taking part in a sabbatical program for 
priests and he will return around Easter to a pastoral 

role.  Please join us in wishing him a safe journey. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Plate Collection 
 

Gift Aid - £532.76      Non Gift Aid – £349.07 
2nd Collection - £293.01 

 (We would encourage visitors to use the Yellow 
Gift Aid Envelopes) 

 
Next weekend there will be a Second 
collection for the Arundel Cathedral 

Maintenance Fund. 

 
We all know that rainwater is better for our plants and soil because it is highly oxygenated and free of the 

salts and compounds contained in tap water. 
Why not invest in a rainwater barrel, you’ll cut down on the amount of water that undergoes expensive and 

energy-intensive sewage treatments.  You’ll also help control moisture levels around the foundations of your 
home, by collecting rainwater before it hits the ground, helping to prevent flooding, damp and mould. 

 

CAFOD Seminar 
"Our Faith & the Common Good". CAFOD is running a 

seminar on this, free of charge event. 
Light lunch provided  

(although they would appreciate donations). 
This will be held at St John's Seminary, Wonersh, GU5 

0QX on 
 Saturday 23rd November from 10am – 4pm 

If you would like to go, or want more info, please call 
Isobel on 01483 892217. 

If you would like a lift please call  
Martin Powys-Lybbe on 01825 790571. 

 

The first in a series of talks by Fr Tony Milner BSc STD 
St Jerome was one of the greatest biblical scholars the Church has known. Most famous for translating the 

Bible into Latin so more people could understand it, he also wrote many commentaries on the books of the 
Bible. One of his most famous sayings is “Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ” 

Fr. Tony Milner has recently completed his Doctorate in Biblical Theology at the Gregorian University, Rome. 
This series of talks will include ‘The Book of Genesis’, ‘The Story of Israel’, ‘Understanding the Prophets’, ‘The 

Acts of the Apostles’, ‘Dealing with Difficult Texts’ and ‘The End Times. 
St Joseph’s Parish Hall, Falkland Grove, Dorking, RH4 3DL on Thursday 21st November at 8pm. 

 

CIFN (Crawley Inter Faith Network) 
 

There will be a Talk with Rabbi Elli Tikvah 
Sarah – Brighton & Hove Progressive 

Synagogue; Liberal Jewish Chaplain at Sussex & 
Brighton universities. An LGBT pioneer, also 
deeply committed to interfaith dialogue and 
Israeli-Palestinian coexistence, with many 
publications including: Jews, Christians and 

Muslims in Dialogue with Each Other and With 
Britain (MHADG, 2012). 

This will be followed by a Q & A session.  All are 
welcome with free admission and refreshments. 

Wednesday 13th November 7pm-9pm at 
Crawley Library, Southgate Avenue, Crawley, 

RH10 6HG.  Further details contact Iyad Daoud 
on iyadhdaoud@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

Gatwick Detainee Centre 
This is an urgent call-out for men’s clothes.  They need: 

Socks (new only please, if possible, or in very good 
condition) 
Warm hats            
Trainers (esp. sizes 8-10) 
Jogging bottoms – all sizes             
Hoodies – all sizes 
Jumpers – all sizes           
Warm jackets/fleeces – all sizes 
T-shirts (not button shirts) – all sizes 
Jeans – Waist sizes 30”, 32”, 34”, and 36” 
Travel bags/rucksacks for travel 

Men’s clothes only, not women’s or children’s.  Please 
contact the group on 01293 657070 or leave in the 

Parish Porch.  Many thanks from the GDWG. 

Evenings of reflection with Bishop Richard 
For the past 4 years, Bishop Richard has been holding very successful evenings of reflection for 

Confirmation Candidates throughout the Diocese. 
It is an opportunity for the candidates to meet with Bishop Richard prior to their Confirmation as well as 

explore how to pray using Lectio Divina. 
Dates and Locations for 2020. 

24thJanuary – St Joseph’s Church, Redhill 
31st January – St Joseph’s Church, Epsom 

27th February – St Michaels Church, Worthing 
28th February – Sacred Heart Church, Cobham 

29th February and 7th March – St John’s Seminary, Wonersh 
13th March – St Mary Magdalene’s, Bexhill 

All evenings run from 7pm – 8.45pm and booking is Essential 
Please contact rosie.read@abdiocese.org.uk to book your places. 

mailto:rosie.read@abdiocese.org.uk


REGULAR EVENTS IN THE PARISH 
Mass Times - Saturday: 9.00 am (Concelebrated) and 5.00 pm (First Mass of Sunday),  
Sunday: 9.30 am, with an 11.30am mass at St Dunstan’s West Hoathly 
Daily Mass: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm (Concelebrated), Holy Days of Obligation: Vigil Mass: 7.30 pm;  
Feast Day: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm 
Adoration - Friday evenings 7.00- 8.00pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Reflection, music and silence.  
Sunday Adoration – In St Dunstan’s Chapel, West Hoathly, every Sunday from 5pm-7pm to support the parish 
evangelisation programme.  Please feel free to come for as long as you wish. 
Confessions (Sacrament of Reconciliation) - Sundays 9.10-9.30am before Mass.   
Marian Prayer Group – Now Meeting 1st / 3rd Wednesday at 7:30pm, Lady Chapel.  
Lectio Divina - Tuesdays 8.20pm, for 30 mins, Parlour 1 (entry from the Narthex) then Compline.  
Sunday Prayers for Healing - Once a month, there is a half hour Service of Prayers for Healing in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel after 0930 Sunday Mass. All welcome!  The next dates are 8th December (NOT 1 Dec) and  
5th January.  
Christian Meditation Group - Blessed Sacrament Chapel 7.45pm for 8pm start to 8.45pm followed by 
Compline. Contact Caterina 01243 554001.  Next dates are 13th and 27th November, then 11th December in 
the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 
Vigil for Vocations - (1st Friday) 9.00pm to midnight in the Abbey Church.  Next date is 6th December. 
Bereavement Support - Marian & Clare are available to meet you either at St Benedict's or to visit you at home. 
Contact the team via the Parish Office or email - clare_harper@hotmail.com or marian.imhasly@gmail.com.   
Bible Study Group – Every Wednesday at 7.30pm in St Benedict’s (Parish Office).  Please double check with the 
Parish Office. 
Nazareth Youth Group – For young people in years 9-13 on a Wednesday evening in Compass House between 
5.45pm-7pm.  It includes pizza, games, worship and social times.  Contact Veronika on vbulakova@worth.org.uk 
 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings: 33rd Sunday in OT 
1st Reading – Malachi 3:19-20          2nd Reading – 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12 

Gospel: Luke 21:5-19 
The destruction of the Temple Foretold 

Daily Readings 

Monday – Isa 61:1-3   Matt 25:31-49 (St Martin of Tours) 

Tuesday – Wis 2:23- 3:9   Luke 17:7-10 

Wednesday – All Saints of the order of St Benedict 
Thursday – Wis 7:22b – 8:1   Luke 17:20-25 
Friday – Wis 13:1-9   Luke 17:26-37 
Saturday – Wis 18:14-16, 19:6-9   Luke 18:1-8 (St Gertrude the Great) 

Worth Abbey Parish, Paddockhurst Road, Turners Hill, West Sussex, RH10 4SB 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

 
Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk          Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313          

 Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk           Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.15am-1.15pm Mon-Fri)      
 

Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 
 

Any cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 
 

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 
 

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at parish@worth.org.uk 
  (By Tuesday) 

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer intentions, 
please let Fr Paul know. 
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