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Next Sunday we celebrate the feast of Pentecost, which the Church counts as the second great feast 

of our year, after Easter itself.  We celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit, who, in John’s theology, 

makes Jesus present again in the Church, and, indeed, marks the birthday of the Church, the 

creation by God’s love of the Christian community.  The feast however has a Jewish origin.  The 

name means fifty – i.e. fifty days after the celebration of Passover.  (Hence, in the Jewish tradition, 

it is also known as The Feast of Weeks – i.e. a week of weeks, forty nine, or fifty, days.)  Like the 

other pilgrimage feasts of the Jewish calendar it began as an agricultural feast – a celebration of the 

wheat harvest; as Unleavened bread was the celebration of the barley harvest, and Passover of the 

lambing season; and the feast of Ingathering, or Tents, of the fruit harvest.  Gradually each of these 

came to celebrate moments of salvation history: Passover and Unleavened Bread, the Exodus from 

Egypt; Tents, the desert wandering after the Exodus; and the feast of Pentecost became the 

celebration of the giving of the Law at Mount Sinai.  Luke’s account of the coming of the Spirit in 

Acts cp 2 reflects this original setting of the feast.  He describes it thus:
2
And suddenly from heaven 

there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 

sitting. 
3
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  

This description reflects the descent of the Lord, the storm God, on Mt Sinai in Exodus cp 19, at 

the giving of the Law.  Later Jewish tradition affirmed that not only the Hebrew people, but all the 

nations of the earth, were present at that moment, and that the Law was offered to all, each hearing 

it in his own language.  So Luke continues: 
4
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 5 Now there were devout Jews from 

every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 
6
And at this sound the crowd gathered and was 

bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.  Jewish 

commentators concluded that while every nation heard the Law, the Jews were the only ones who 

accepted it.  Luke’s account in effect reverses this.  Everyone hears and many are converted and 

join the Christian community.  Later Christian commentators suggest that God in this way reversed 

the incident of the Tower of Babel, (Genesis cp 11) when sin gave rise to a confusion of languages 

and the collapse of communication.  At Pentecost in the Spirit all the peoples of the world are 

united. 

So how do we understand this passage today?  Perhaps most importantly as an encouragement to 

preserve unity and communication at a time when our country is threatened with destructive 

division and extremism, often driven by hatred and xenophobia.  We need to cultivate the Christian 

virtue of hospitality to the stranger and to promote the strengthening of our communities.  A second 

step is to foster our own Christian unity through ecumenism.  I would encourage you all to try to 

support our Unity service next Sunday, when we meet with Christians of other Churches living in 

the villages of our parish.  We are the hosts, so do please come and welcome those who will come 

from other Churches. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Plate Collection 
 

Gift Aided – £508.55 
Non Gift Aided – £226.51 
2nd Collection - £260.90 

 
This weekend there will be a Second 

Collection for  
The Catholic Communications Network 

Prayer for the healing of your people 

Loving Creator, you have made us in your image  
and we yearn for the healing of all your people. 

Fill our hearts with the fire of your love and our minds with a thirst for justice. 
 

Embolden us to cry out against oppression,  
empower us to work for the coming of your Kingdom,  

and enrich us with your life-giving Spirit  
so that all Creation may feel your touch and be healed. 

 

 

Next parish walk 
Sunday 16th June at 11.15am.  Meet at Ardingly Inn 

where there is a car park opposite the pub. The walk is 
circa 31/2 miles long with lovely views and gentle 

gradients - and not many of those. On our return to the 
car park we drive along to the Gardner’s Arms for 

lunch circa 1.30ish which is just along past the 
showground with easy parking.  All welcome for either 

walk and lunch or just lunch. Please let me know 
whether you are coming on 01892 770942 or 

trishiasol@aol.com. Look forward to seeing everyone 
for a wonderful summer walk.   

All those joining us for the walk please meet 
outside on the piazza after 9.30 a.m. mass so that 
we can arrange car share and route to Ardingly in 

order to avoid London/Brighton bike ride. 
 

 

London to Brighton Bike Ride 
 

Please be aware that the next British Heart 
Foundation bike ride, will be on Sunday 16th 

June.  This will affect traffic through Turners Hill 

Dates for your Diary 
 
18 year old Worth parishioner, Freddie Ingles, will be giving a charity song recital 
on Saturday 8th June at 7pm in the Worth School theatre.  The concert is in aid of 
The Dagoretti Child Protection and Development Centre, Nairobi, which 
rehabilitates street children, and will feature music by Schubert, Vaughan Williams, 
Jerome Kern and Tom Lehrer.  Please come along and support him.  

 
On Pentecost Sunday, 9th June, there will be an ecumenical celebration in the Abbey 
Church at 4pm.  Please bring food to share. 

 
Junior Church Social - Worth Parish Junior Church would like to invite families to 
enjoy some fun time together with food and drink on Sunday 16th June  
10:45am - 1:00pm in the Abbey Unity Room.  All children, grandchildren, parents, 
grandparents and families welcome. We would ask everyone to bring and share. 

 
To mark Refugee Week (June 17th to 23rd) there will be a picnic and short walk on 
Sunday, 23rd June.  Meet at 11 am in the narthex.  Bring vegetarian food to 
share.  Everyone is welcome.  We will be hosting some local refugee families. 

 
 

Anniversaries 
Please pray for the Souls of – Philip Hughes, Margaret Calloway, Paddy Tritton, Mabel Pronger, Dom 
Bernard Moss, Lloyd Midgeley, Dennis Litchfield, Joe Brown, Cmdr Aubrey David and Margaret Bishop,  
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. 
Amen. 

Running Well Meeting 

With the departure of Father Stephen Mudoola to a new parish, our relationship with Irundu is changing.  
We're holding a meeting after mass on Sunday 2nd June from 11:00 to 12:00 in the Unity Room to let you 

know our plans for the future.  We will also have a presentation by Worth old boy Julian Gabriel on his 
charity, Running Well.  Julian helped install water wells in Irundu and has just returned from Uganda, where 

he is now working with Father Stephen in his new parish. 
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Celebrate 
Catholic Charismatic Family Weekend.  At St Mary’s 

University, Twickenham from  
Saturday 15th June – Sunday 16th June 

The weekend includes something for all the family, 
age related children’s streams, mass and 

reconciliation, great teaching, connecting with 
others, youth ministry, renewing faith experience 

and much more. 
For further information or a booking form please go 

to www.celebrateconference.org 

Creative Prayer Weekend 
Do you find it hard to go on retreat? Worried it will 

be too intellectual? Maybe you have physical or 
learning disabilities that make it difficult to 

participate?  
Or perhaps you're looking for a retreat suitable for 

the whole family? 
Emily Westlake is organising an accessible creative 
weekend retreat in St Bruno's on 21st-23rd June. 

The theme is 'Multi-sensory prayer' - looking at how 
we can use all of our senses and our whole body in 

prayer; activities will include flag-making, painting & 
drawing, and reflection. Suitable for all ages and 

abilities. You can book for just the Saturday or the 
whole weekend, residential or non-residential. 

Please contact Emily for more information or to book 
emcat76@hotmail.com Tel: 07947103781). 

 
 

PEG Event – Oklahoma 
There are still a few tickets available for the trip to the Chichester Theatre on 15th August.  Please contact 

Sara directly,   sbh0369@yahoo.com   Tel:  01444 461236.     

Formation as a Missionary Parish 
What does Divine Renovation look like in a parish?  
Come and be our guest at one of two parishes that 
have been receiving Divine Renovation leadership 

coaching for over a year.   
They will share their mistakes and learnings in 

their effort to be a parish that makes a difference.  
Come for the day of keynotes and workshops 

designed to inspire your parish on  
Saturday 22nd June from 9.30am-4.30pm. 

Choose one of two locations:  Parish of Our Lady of 
Walsingham, Royal Docks, East London or St 
Elizabeth of Portugal Parish, Richmond, West 

London.  Tickets at £20 and include Lunch. 
Each parish has a limited number of places so book 

soon by emailing uk@divinerenovation.net 

Free Art Exhibition: John Bateson – Paintings and Prints 
Advanced notice – There will be a small free Art Exhibition in the Unity room over the first weekend in June. 
The Artist John Bateson will be present. He has previously exhibited at the Dulwich Art Gallery, and Chelsea 
Art Show. Typically he likes to use bright and vivid coloured imagery for both Religious and secular themes 
and he takes his inspiration from artists such as: Fra Angelico, Rembrandt, Samuel Palmer, William Blake, 

Henri Matisse and Vincent Van Gogh.  Prints, originals and cards will be for sale. Refreshments will be 
served in the Unity room after weekend Masses to promote viewing. 

Opening Times: Saturday 1st June 9.30am to 7pm. Sunday 2nd June 10.30am to 1pm and 3 to 6pm. 
 

Pray for Vocations 
 

On Friday 7th June, there will be Silent prayer before 
the Blessed Sacrament from after Compline (9pm) 

through until Midnight. 
You are welcome to join the monastic community in 

the Abbey Church for some part of this time 

 Grandparents’ Pilgrimage to West Grinstead 
Wednesday 12th June, from 10.30 to 3 pm.  

Mass with Bishop Richard, opportunity to visit 
the Secret Chapel, Adoration, Reconciliation, 

Rosary, and sharing with other Grandparents.  
Packed lunch needed.  

Cakes and drinks provided.  
For More information and to book call 01293 

651152 or email at 
Rosie.Read@abdiocese.org.uk 

Arundel Cathedral Festival 
Arundel Cathedral Festival of Corpus Christi and 

Carpet of Flowers 
Free Entry. 

9.30 am to 8 pm on Wednesday 19th June and 
9.30 am to 5.30 pm on Thursday 20th June.  

Solemn Mass and Procession to Castle  
at 5.30 pm on 20th.   

Refreshments in the Cathedral Centre.   
All welcome! 

Request for Clothing 
GDWG have advised that they are very low of the 
following items.  Due to low space and manpower 

please limit donations to these items only.   
Trainers, all sizes 8-10 (not dress shoes), T-shirts, Jeans 

32”, 34” and 36” only, jogging bottoms M and L, 
Lightweight jackets, belts, small carry-on-

bags/rucksacks.  NO socks, scarves or button shirts at 
this time.  Thank you. 

First Holy Communion 
Our next course will start in September for those 

children who will be 8 years old by May 2020.  
Please contact the Parish office if your child would 

like to join the course. 

Confirmation 
Our next course will start in September for those in 
years 10-13.  Please contact the Parish office if you 

would like to join this course. 
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REGULAR EVENTS IN THE PARISH 
Mass Times - Saturday: 9.00 am (Concelebrated) and 5.00 pm (First Mass of Sunday),  
Sunday: 9.30 am, with an 11.30am mass at St Dunstan’s West Hoathly 
Daily Mass: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm (Concelebrated), Holy Days of Obligation: Vigil Mass: 7.30 pm;  
Feast Day: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm 
Adoration - Friday evenings 7.00- 8.00pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Reflection, music and silence.  
Sunday Adoration – In St Dunstan’s Chapel, West Hoathly, every Sunday from 5pm-7pm to support the parish 
evangelisation programme.  Please feel free to come for as long as you wish. 
Confessions (Sacrament of Reconciliation) - Sundays 9.10-9.30am before Mass.   
Marian Prayer Group – Now Meeting 1st / 3rd Wednesday at 7:30pm, Lady Chapel.  
Eucharistic Healing Services - will be celebrated on the following Wednesdays at 7.15pm:  5th June and 3rd July.  
All welcome. Please contact Fr Rod on 01342 710308 for further details.  
Lectio Divina - Tuesdays 8.20pm, for 30 mins, Parlour 3 (entry from the Narthex) then Compline.  
Sunday Prayers for Healing - Once a month, there is a half hour Service of Prayers for Healing in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel after 0930 Sunday Mass. All welcome!  The next date will be 2nd June.   
Christian Meditation Group - Blessed Sacrament Chapel 7.45pm for 8pm start to 8.45pm followed by 
Compline. Contact Caterina 01243 554001.  Next dates are 12th and 26th June in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 
Vigil for Vocations - (1st Friday) 9.00pm to midnight in the Abbey Church.  Next date 7th June. 
Children’s Mass – Children’s mass will return on 7th September. 
Bereavement Support - Marian & Clare are available to meet you either at St Benedict's or to visit you at home. 
Contact the team via the Parish Office or email - clare_harper@hotmail.com or marian.imhasly@gmail.com.    
 
 

“Clothed then with faith and the performance of good works, let us set out in this 

way, with the Gospel for our guide, that we may deserve to see him” 

(St Benedict) 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings: Pentecost 
1st Reading – Acts 2:1-11            2nd Reading – 1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13 or Romans 8:8-17 

Gospel: John 20:19-23 
As the Father sent me, so am I sending you. 

Daily Readings 

Monday – Acts19:1-8   John 16:29-33 (St Charles Lwanga & Comp) 

Tuesday – Acts 20:17-27   John 17:1-11a 

Wednesday – Acts 20:28-38   John 17:11b-19 (St Boniface) 
Thursday – Acts 22:30, 23:6-11   John 17:20-26 
Friday – Acts 25:13b-21   John 21:15-19 
Saturday – Acts 28:16-29, 30-31   John 21:20-25 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

 
Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk          Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313          

 Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk           Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.15am-1.15pm Mon-Fri)      
 

Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 
 

Any cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 
 

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 
 

In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at parish@worth.org.uk 
  (by Thursday 10am) 

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer intentions, 
please let Fr Paul know. 
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