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Racial Justice Sunday 

It’s not just work – Dignity for all workers 

This weekend our bishops ask us to pray especially for racial justice. The theme this year is 

“Dignity for all workers”, recognising the problems faced by people due to racism and ethnic 

discrimination in the workplace. 

The bishops write: In a world steeped in violence, conflict, and discrimination, the Gospel demands 

that we acknowledge the dignity of the human person, the necessity of building peace, prosperity, 

and justice for all. In Octogesima Adveniens and Gaudium et Spes, St Paul VI teaches that “all 

people have a right to work … to lead a worthy life on the material, social, cultural and spiritual 

level". We are therefore called to ensure people are not exploited while they work, and to open our 

hearts to those who face this hatred. “As you did this to the one of the least of these brothers of 

mine, you did it to me…” 

In our task as disciples of Christ, our responsibility is to make sure people are treated with dignity 

at work and are not exploited. Migrant communities and those suffering from racial abuse are 

particularly vulnerable to being drawn into unjust working conditions and labour exploitation. 

Following our diocesan study day about slavery, we know that it exists all around us, often 

invisible to our sight.  Please pray for all who suffer exploitation.  You might like to use this 

prayer. 

Gracious God,  

From your abundance all gifts and skills are bestowed,  

Making us participants in your work of creation.  

By the word of your Son,  

Confront our greed,  

Challenge us when we treat people as means of profit,  

Or discriminate unjustly against our fellow human beings.  

Raise us up to new life in your service  

That in all our works, begun, continued and ended in you,  

We may glorify your holy name.  

Through Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord.  
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Anniversaries 
Please pray for the Souls of –  

Marjorie Beck, Oliver Burridge, Harry Simmons, Kathleen Glew and Mary Cockerill.   
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. 
Amen. 

Plate Collection 
 

Gift Aided – £696.13 
Non Gift Aided - £442.85 

 
Lourdes Collection  

Gift Aided - £144 
Non Gift Aided - £220.89 

Prayers 
 

Please pray for Marty Vaughan who is suffering from ill health. 

Parish Finances –Can you help? 
 

A Message from the Parish Finance Committee 
 

At the end of the year 2018, parish accounts show a deficit of £11,000.  The reason for the deficit is 
twofold:  costs have risen (inflation, compliance with additional legislation, a substantial increase 

in Diocesan levies, etc.) while income has decreased due largely to a gradual fall in parish 
membership, mass attendance, etc. 

The cost of running the Parish now amounts to over £100,000 per year and while every attempt is 
taken to minimise costs, an increase in income is more difficult to achieve.  As matters stand, the 

deficit is forecast to rise to £27,000 by the end of 2019. Clearly the current rate of decline in 
contributions is not sustainable and a considerable increase in income is crucial. 

 
At present about 100 households/individuals make regular contributions to the Parish through 

standing order payments and the cash envelope scheme, both of which can attract additional 
income through gift aid.  This generous and vital support is greatly appreciated but is there a 

chance to give more?  For example, an extra contribution of say £5 per month per family could 
boost the annual income by £12,000 which, with careful financial oversight, would help reduce the 

deficit over the next few years. 
 

Please give the matter serious consideration with a view to increasing your standing order or 
adding another pound or two to your weekly envelope. 

We thank you all for your generous contributions. 
 

PEG Event 
 

The Parish Events Group (PEG) is back in harness 
again after the Christmas break with a great 

selection of events for 2019, starting with a trip to 
Bletchley Park on 27th March.  

Please keep a look out for flyers.  
Contact Sara Barclay-Hudson 

(sbh0369@yahoo.com / 01444 461236) as soon 
as possible as tickets are limited.   

There will be coffee and croissants on the coach in 
the morning and delicious savouries and fizz on 
the way back home, with a guaranteed brilliant 

day out in between. Don't miss out! 
 

Parish Library 
 

We have a selection of 
books in the Parish office 
for those who would like 

to deepen their faith.  
Everyone is welcome to 

borrow these books 
during office hours.  

(9.15am-1.15pm). Please 
call first to check. 
The list of books 

available, can be found on 
our parish website.   
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Women of the Diocese 
 

Set aside a day to grow in faith, share 
and discuss with Bishop Richard.   

“The word who is life”, an opportunity to 
explore the role of women in our 

Diocese on Saturday 23rd February  
from 10am-1pm at St Philip Howard 

Centre (formerly DABCEC), 4 Southgate 
Drive, Crawley, RH10 6RP  

(shared site with St Francis School).   
Contact Sue Petritz 

nbcw@rcdab.onmicrosoft.com 

Residential Retreat for Doctors 
 

At Worth Abbey from 1-3 March 2019 led by Fr. Stephen 
Ortiger. OSB.  

On the theme: Love your neighbour as yourself.  
Sessions include: Who and what we are; Personal challenges 

we face; Drawing strength from prayer; Nurturing our 
healthcare vocation.  

There will be opportunity to join the monastic community at 
prayer and time for quiet contemplation with access to 

countryside walks. Cost £150 full board.   
For all queries and to book a place email 

jodwyer@doctors.org.uk,  
putting Doctors Retreat in subject line. 

Worth/Irundu Friendship 
 

The Worth Irundu Friendship Committee would like to let everyone know about the future of our 
engagement with Irundu. 
During Fr Stephen Mudoola's visit last year we discussed the implications for our friendship of his transfer 
to a new parish in Jinja Diocese.  The Worth Irundu Friendship Committee (WIF) then met to consider the 
situation. 
Since we have provided excellent facilities for Irundu which are now complete, we believe we should 
broaden our support for projects in Uganda.  One consequence of this decision is that we will run down our 
support for the Irundu Health Centre over the next two years, giving the Health Centre time to find other 
sources of funds.  As Fr Stephen is no longer in Irundu we have appointed him as our representative in Jinja 
Diocese, and commissioned him to administer the funds we devote to the Health Centre, thus ensuring that 
these are properly used. 
We ask the Parish to agree that surplus funds held in our Irundu account can now be used for other projects 
in Uganda.  Our first project will be to support the charity “Running Well”, founded by Worth old boy Julian 
Gabriel.  Julian has already raised money for water wells in Irundu, and is now planning to provide water 
wells in Itanda, Fr Stephen's new parish.  We publish an article about Running Well in this issue of In Touch, 
and Julian will be giving us a talk about his work after Easter. 
If you would like to know more about these decisions please contact Fr Paul. 
 

Running Well 
 

Running Well is a charitable foundation which aims to provide people living in underdeveloped and remote 
parts of Uganda with access to clean water primarily by building water boreholes. 
 
The idea of establishing Running Well was first conceived by its founder, Worth old boy Julian Gabriel, 
following a successful fund-raising campaign he undertook to raise enough sponsorship to build a water 
borehole in Irundu by running six marathons in seven days across the Sahara desert. 
 
Running Well focuses on supporting and implementing projects which have a direct, tangible and 
measurable impact on improving accessibility to clean water for people in the poorest and remotest 
parts of Uganda. The country has a population of approximately 38 million people and is one of the 
poorest nations in the world, especially in the rural areas which are home to 84% of Ugandans. 
 
Providing better access to clean water helps improve standards of living, health and education.  Clean 
water prevents people from falling ill and the spread of disease.  It is often the role of the women or children 
in the family to collect water; better access means the women have more time to carry out their other duties 
and the children have more time to attend school. 
Running Well has so far built six water boreholes in the Busoga region of Uganda, which have provided 
clean water for approximately 18,000 people 
Running Well is a registered charity (registration number 1169004) 
http://www.running-well.org 
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REGULAR EVENTS IN THE PARISH 
Mass Times - Saturday: 9.00 am (Concelebrated) and 5.00 pm (First Mass of Sunday),  
Sunday: 9.30 am, with an 11.30am mass at St Dunstan’s West Hoathly 
Daily Mass: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm (Concelebrated), Holy Days of Obligation: Vigil Mass: 7.30 pm;  
Feast Day: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm 
Adoration - Friday evenings 7.00- 8.00pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Reflection, music and silence.  
Sunday Adoration – In St Dunstan’s Chapel, West Hoathly, every Sunday from 5pm-7pm to support the parish 
evangelisation programme.  Please feel free to come for as long as you wish. 
Confessions (Sacrament of Reconciliation) - Sundays 9.10-9.30am before Mass.   
Marian Prayer Group - 2nd/4th Monday, 7.30pm, Lady Chapel.  
Eucharistic Healing Services - Mass will be celebrated, followed by prayers for healing – all welcome.   
Contact Fr Rod 01342 710308 for further details.  Next dates, Wed 13th March 7.15pm, Sun 14th April 2pm. 
Lectio Divina - Tuesdays 8.20pm, for 30 mins, Parlour 3 (entry from the Narthex) then Compline.  
Sunday Prayers for Healing - Once a month, there is a half hour Service of Prayers for Healing in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel after 0930 Sunday Mass. All welcome!  The next dates are 3rd March and 7th April. 
Christian Meditation Group - Blessed Sacrament Chapel 7.45pm for 8pm start to 8.45pm followed by 
Compline. Contact Caterina 01243 554001.  Next dates 27th Feb, then 13th and 27th March. 
Vigil for Vocations - (1st Friday) 9.00pm to midnight in the Abbey Church.  Next date 1st March. 
Children’s Mass - 1st Saturday of each month at 5pm.  Next date will be 2nd March. 
Bereavement Support - Marian & Clare are available to meet you either at St Benedict's or to visit you at home. 
Contact the team via the Parish Office or email - clare_harper@hotmail.com or marian.imhasly@gmail.com.    
Mothers Prayer Group - in Balcombe every Tuesday 12 noon.  Call Marie 07860 845658.  All faiths and none 
are most welcome.  
 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings: Seventh Sunday in OT (yr. C) 
1st Reading – 1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 11-13, 22-23             2nd Reading – 1 Corinthians 15:45-49 

Gospel: Luke 6:27-38 
Love for Enemies 

Daily Readings 
Monday – Gen 4:1-15, 25   Mark 8:14-21 

Tuesday – Gen 6:5-8, 7:1-5, 10   Mark 8:14-21 
Wednesday – Gen 8:6-13, 20-22   Mark 8:22-26 
Thursday – Gen 9:1-13   Mark 8:27-33 (St Peter Damian) 
Friday – 1 Pet 5:1-4   Matt 16:13-19 (The chair of St Peter the Apostle) 
Saturday – Heb 11:1-7   Mark 9:2-13 (St Polycarp) 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

 
Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk          Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313          

 Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk           Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.15am-1.15pm Mon-Fri)      
 

Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 
Cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 

 
Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 

 
In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at parish@worth.org.uk 

  (by Thursday 10am) 
If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer intentions, 

please let Fr Paul know. 
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