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The Word Who Is Life  

Last week we offered an overview of Bishop Richard’s pastoral strategy for our diocese, and 

now highlight some of the principal themes which he has accepted from the consultation.  

(The whole document is available on our parish website.) 

There is a big emphasis on the training which lay people will need in order to play an active 

part in the mission of the Church.  Bishop Richard suggests that it should be possible to 

open up to lay students some of the courses already offered to seminarians at Wonersh.  The 

hope is expressed that this will make it easier to share leadership and responsibility within 

parishes.  In particular training in the Church’s Social Teaching is mentioned, often referred 

to as the “Church’s best kept secret.”  There should also be more ecumenical cooperation in 

the field of social action, and outreach to those who feel excluded and rejected must be 

strengthened.  Spiritual development is also needed for all, and the training and provision of 

Spiritual Directors and Prayer Companions throughout the diocese must be offered. 

In the context specifically of mission, the document speaks of formation courses, asking for 

more opportunities for prayer and spiritual accompaniment.  The Alpha Course is mentioned 

as one possibility, which our parish has adopted.  At the moment this is being run for the 

parish team who will then offer it in January to those whom we will invite from outside the 

parish.  Earlier in the year we began formation for mission by running the Re-Lit Course.  

We will need everyone’s help to invite those who may respond to the call of the Gospel, and 

we hope to begin this during the Christmas liturgies, which people who are on the margins 

of the Christian faith will often attend.   

Training for Welcomers is also highlighted in this context, stating that Our parishes must be 

places of welcome for parishioners, visitors, enquirers and those yet to be evangelised.  

This perhaps is the heart of the Bishop’s vision.  This ministry of welcome, it was 

recognised, needs wide expression and there was a call for parishes to explore ways of 

inviting people into our churches from the community and outside. Particular reference was 

made to the bereaved, those suffering from dementia, the homeless and those impacted by 

mental health issues.  Other special groups are also mentioned: those with disabilities, 

migrants, refugees, those living with addiction and those with mental health issues.  

Please come to our Parish Workshop on 25th to help us determine how we will fulfil this 

vision, and please pray for the success of the mission with which we are entrusted. 
 
 

Lord, the Word who is Life. 
May all the people of our Diocese grow in openness to the power of the Holy Spirit, so that through a 

growth in understanding and courage and truly open to your call, we may bear powerful witness to all 
around us, for you are Lord for ever and ever. 

Amen 



Dates for your diary 
Sunday 11th November 7.30pm – Commemorating the 100th Anniversary of Armistice Day.  
Faure’s Requiem in the Abbey. 
Sunday 25th November 7.30pm – Worth Choral Society in the Abbey.  Programme 
includes Vivaldi "Magnificat", Mozart "Sancta Maria" and Cecilia McDowall "Ave Maria Stella" 
Retiring collection in aid of Mary’s Meals. 
Sunday 2nd December 7.30pm – Handel’s Messiah in the Abbey. 
Sunday 16th December 7.30pm – Organ concert with D’Arcy Trinkwon. 
Monday 17th December 7.45pm – Parish Reconciliation Service in the Abbey. 
During Advent - The launch campaign of Alpha for all. 
Sunday 23rd December 4.00pm - Carol Service – In the Abbey for our Parish, friends, families 
and neighbours. 
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“Living our vocation to be protectors of God's handiwork is essential to a life of virtue; it is not an 

optional or a secondary aspect of our Christian experience.” (Pope Francis) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
Please pray for the souls of - Dom Eric Booker, Judith Wright, Noreen Short, Bridie Ricketts, John 
Hicklin, Michael Keating, Christine Genders, Brian Haynes, Philipa Edwards, Victoria Sheppard, Myrtle 
Buckland, Geoffrey Teal, Carolyn Pickering, Alec Ricketts, Anne Kibble, Janet McCleery, Oriel Fahey, and 
Alicia Eborne.  Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may 
they rest in peace. Amen. 

Composting Coffee Cups 
 

Can you help us by taking coffee cups to your compost heap after Sunday mass? 
Put some water in in the coffee cup and then cover with garden compost.  This will speed up the process. 

Or even better – bring your own cup 
 

 

 
 

Lord, allow my ears to listen to the cry of the earth, the voices of my sisters and 
brothers, those who face the harsh reality of climate change.   

Lord, I come to do your will. 
Lord, allow my eyes to see the beauty of creation, in flowers, creatures, forests and 

cities alike.  Lord, I come to do your will. 
Lord, allow my voice to speak out for justice and ensure people living in poverty are 

heard.  Lord, I come to do your will. 
Lord, allow my hands to care for the earth, to toil, to reap, to celebrate.   

Lord, I come to do your will. 
Lord, allow my feet to take the path less trod, to walk the extra mile, to take your 

message out to the world.  Lord, I come to do your will. 

Celebrating parish history 
Parish Workshop 25th November: The purpose of our workshop is to celebrate the 'Evolution' of Worth 

Parish from its creation to the present as we look towards the future. The focus will be how we evolve to 
become a Missionary Parish, within the context of the Diocesan Pastoral Plan and the Worth Discipleship 

Centre. At the workshop you will see some of our progress with Alpha, and hear from the project Leads on 
how the Discipleship centre is developing. Most importantly we want to hear from you - what is great about 

our Parish already and what could make it even better for the future as we move from maintenance to 
Missionary Discipleship. 

There will be no mass at St Dunstan’s in West Hoathly this day to allow for all to come. 
 

ANECDOTES AND PHOTOS WANTED 
As part of the ‘Parish Evolution’ Workshop (see note above) there will be a display of photos and anecdotes 
to give a taste of the rich history that our parish has. Please send any offerings (long hand or typed, scanned 
or hard copy) to either Marie-Clare McMenemy mcmcmenemy@hotmail.com , Charlie Tibble or via Fr Paul 
or Maria Stribbling in the Parish office. If you are lending photos please make sure they are clearly labelled 

with your name and telephone number so I can return them to you. Many thanks, Marie-Clare 
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Plate Collection 
Gift Aided – £324.53 

Non Gift Aided - £313.49 
2nd Collection - £302.47  
(For Retired Priests) 

 

CAFOD Memorial Mass 
10:00 am Friday 23rd November 

Jesus Christ Redeemer of Mankind, St Nicholas Ave, Cranleigh GU6 AQ 
Each November, CAFOD holds a Memorial Mass in each diocese to remember supporters who have died. A 

different parish hosts the Mass each time and this year the one for our diocese is at Cranleigh. You are 
warmly invited to join us for the Mass, especially if you have lost a loved one in the past year. There will be 

light refreshments afterwards. 
 

Love in a box 
Make up a shoe box of gifts for a young person 

staying in supported housing over Christmas.  Show 
them that somebody cares.  They ask “if you can use 
the term male and female rather than girl and boy to 

label the boxes” and they ask “that you think about the 
boys too. We have proportionately more boys at the 

centres and they often get forgotten because they are 
not as easy to buy for. The boys she says, love their 

fancy mugs!! Scarves, hats and vouchers”.  
DROP OFF POINTS 

Horsham – The Y Centre, Albion Way RH12 1AH 
Crawley – YMCA Crawley Foyer RH11 7AQ;  
Ewhurst Road, 3 - 5 Ewhurst Rd, RH11 7JH 
Burgess Hill - 12 Mill Rd, RH15 8DR 

Chilworth Abbey Day of Praise and Healing 
 

You are warmly invited to the next Chilworth Day of Praise and Healing, around the theme, 'Grow strong in 
the Lord' given by Maria Heath, on 17th of November. The day begins with Mass at 10.20 am. Two talks 

will divide the Day, with refreshments and lunch, the Divine Mercy Devotion, with Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament, concluding with the Sacrament of Healing and departures at 4.20 pm. Come to part, or all of the 

day, as it suits you. Bring a packed lunch, and, if you can, a friend. Tea and coffee is provided. 

 

Diocesan Pastoral Plan 
The presentation by Bishop Richard for this 

deanery will be in the Friary Hall on  
Tuesday 11th December at 7.00pm.   

The meeting will be fully open 
 

Fr Stephen Says 

“I would like to let you know that I arrived safely in Uganda. I want to appreciate all the nice hospitality I 
enjoyed while at Worth.  It was very restful moment for me and now ready to continue my work at my new 
place.  May you send my appreciation to the parishioners of Worth, the Abbot and all the Monks.  May the 

Good Lord bless you all.” 

 

Church Heating 

We apologise for the lack of heating at present in the church.  This is due to a broken pipe.  We are trying to 
resolve this and will keep you up to date with information. 

 

Justice & Peace Assembly 2019 

Slavery on Our Doorstep: Saturday 26 January, 
10am-4pm on Human Trafficking. Bishop Richard 

Moth plus Mick Duthie, Santa Marta Group,  
Fr Mark Odion, Santa Marta Group and Richard 
Lancashire, Sussex Police. To book a place call 

Rosie on 01293 6511611 or email 
rosie.read@dabnet.org.  

 

Refugee Tales 

Please see the parish website – under Refugee Tales – to 
watch famous actors deliver their appeal for an end to 

indefinite immigration detention. 

 

Red Wednesday 
Christians around the world are being persecuted because of their faith.  

Will you show your support for the Suffering Church? 
Aid to the Church in Need are being joined by Christian Solidarity Worldwide for this campaign, but we need 

your help.  Join us on Wednesday 28th November – #RedWednesday, and stand in solidarity with 
persecuted Christians and faith minorities who suffer unjustly for their peacefully-held beliefs. 

Let’s spread the word and use social media to make #RedWednesday 2018, a campaign that cannot be 
ignored.  By joining us in prayer, by wearing red, lighting your church red, by organising red-themed 
activities or attending #RedWednesday events, you will be doing something peaceful and positive to 

highlight the suffering – injustices, discrimination, violence, oppression, torture and death – of so many 
Christians and others today which goes largely unnoticed by the world. 

 

mailto:rosie.read@dabnet.org?subject=Human%20Trafficking%20-%20Justice%20%26%20Peace%20Assembly


REGULAR EVENTS IN THE PARISH 
Mass Times - Saturday: 9.00 am (Concelebrated) and 5.00 pm (First Mass of Sunday),  
Sunday: 9.30 am, with an 11.30am mass at St Dunstan’s West Hoathly 
Daily Mass: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm (Concelebrated), Holy Days of Obligation: Vigil Mass: 7.30 pm;  
Feast Day: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm 
Adoration - Friday evenings 7.00- 8.00pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Reflection, music and silence.  
Sunday Adoration – In St Dunstan’s Chapel, West Hoathly, every Sunday from 5pm-7pm to support the parish 
evangelisation programme.  Please feel free to come for as long as you wish. 
Confessions (Sacrament of Reconciliation) - Sundays 9.10-9.30am before Mass.   
Marian Prayer Group - 2nd/4th Monday, 7.30pm, Lady Chapel.  
Eucharistic Healing Services: Sunday 18th Nov from 2-5pm.  Wednesday 12th Dec at 7.15pm.  Contact Fr Rod 
01342 710308 for further details. 
Lectio Divina - Tuesdays 8.20pm, for 30 mins, Parlour 3 (entry from the Narthex) then Compline.  
Sunday Prayers for Healing - Once a month, there is a half hour Service of Prayers for Healing in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel after 0930 Sunday Mass. All welcome!  The next dates are 2nd December and 6th January. 
Christian Meditation Group - Blessed Sacrament Chapel 7.45pm for 8pm start to 8.45pm followed by 
Compline. Contact Gabrielle 01342 326118/Caterina 01243 554001. Next dates are 14th Nov and 28th Nov. 
Vigil for Vocations - (1st Friday) 9.00pm to midnight in the Abbey Church.  Next date 7th December. 
Children’s Mass - 1st Saturday of each month at 5pm.  Next date will be 1st December. 
Bereavement Support - Marian & Clare are available to meet you either at St Benedict's or to visit you at home. 
Contact the team via the Parish Office or email - clare_harper@hotmail.com or marian.imhasly@gmail.com.    
Mothers Prayer Group - in Balcombe every Tuesday 12 noon.  Call Marie 07860 845658.  All faiths and none 
are most welcome.  
 

New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

Next Sunday’s Readings: Thirty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1st Reading – Daniel 12:1-3             2nd Reading – Hebrews 10:11-14, 18 

Gospel: Mark 13:24-32 
The coming of the Son of Man 

Daily Readings 
Monday – Titus 1:1-9   Luke 17:1-6 

Tuesday – Titus 2:1-8, 11-14   Luke 17:7-10 (All Saints of the Order of St Benedict) 
Wednesday – Titus 3:1-7   Luke 17:11-19 
Thursday – Phlm 7-20   Luke 17:20-25 
Friday – 2 John 4-9   Luke 17:26-37 (St Gertrude the Great) 
Saturday – 3 John 5-8   Luke 18:1-8 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

 
Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk          Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313          

 Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk           Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.30am-1.30pm)      
 

Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 
Cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 

 
Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 

 
In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at parish@worth.org.uk 

  (by Thursday 10am) 
If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer 

intentions, please let Fr Paul know. 
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