
 

Worth Abbey Parish: Evolving from Maintenance into Mission - Part of the 
Worth Abbey Discipleship Centre 

Dear Parishioners 

It is a few months now since our Parish AGM, at which there was tremendous support for 
developing a Missionary Parish using the inspiration of Fr James Mallon’s book – Divine 
Renovation. 

Over the early summer months, 12 members of the Re-Lit programme met together, and in 
addition we have been working in partnership with the Monastic Community and the School. 
All of us have been praying and discerning how to work together to bring to life the call of Pope
Francis in Evangelii Gaudium - “Every Baptised member of the Catholic faith is called to 
evangelise and is called to be a missionary disciple”. 

Last year Abbot Luke commissioned a team to consider the creation of a Discipleship Centre 
here at Worth: to act as a beacon, a light shining for nourishment and evangelisation. That 
team are now moving from discernment and into action. Later this autumn there will be an 
opportunity to hear more about this project and our role within it. 

The Vision for the Discipleship Centre: We offer an invitation into community and sacred 
space where we encounter Christ, the source of our journey and mission. 
The primary aims are: 
 To form Discipleship Leaders
 To create an Authentic Community
 To form Missionary Disciples 
 To become a Resource for others 

The Parish is well placed to fulfil an important role. Transforming our Parish from Maintenance 
to Mission is the ‘key-stone’, and the first foundation blocks are to: 
Launch the Alpha programme - the bedrock of Divine Renovation and new life in the Spirit 
Create an invitational Community where all are welcomed 
Work in partnership to provide missionary nourishment, sacramental preparation and ongoing 
evangelisation. 
 

Alpha: The ‘Forerunners’ (from the School Chaplaincy) will be leading an Alpha programme 
for those involved in Parish Ministries and for parishioners who completed the Re-Lit 
programme, starting on Monday 10th September. This will run through to the 3rd December 
and in January members of the Parish will then lead and support the Alpha programme for all 
Parishioners and enquirers. 

Invitational Community: I am in the process of bringing together a Parish Team of Ministries 
(PTM); i.e.: those actively involved in serving and building our community - be it at Mass, 
through Sacramental preparation, ongoing Evangelisation or Social out-reach. This team will 



work with me to build on the excellent work we already have in the Parish and to develop it 
even further. Our primary focus is Evangelisation, as an integral part of bringing to life The 
Worth Discipleship Centre.

From this team I have recruited a smaller Evangelisation Core Team (ECT) to work through the
detail of the Divine Renovation Guidebook. As we do this we will need your prayers to nourish 
our discernent for our Parish and its role within the Worth Discipleship Centre, as we work with
Abbot Luke, the Monastic Community, the School and the Chaplaincy teams.

Details of those who accepted the opportunity to become a member of the PTM and ECT, with 
the approval of Abbot Luke, will be announced in the next few weeks.

Coming up:

September: Alpha for those involved in active ministry within our Parish

In October further details will be shared with regard to the Worth Discipleship Centre

In November we will be inviting all parishioners to a Workshop to help shape and bring to life 
our Parish Plan, as we evolve toward becoming a Missionary Parish, a key part of Worth’s 
Discipleship Centre

In December Parish Reconciliation Service and details of the launch of Alpha for all.

I would like to thank you all in advance for your generous support of our response to the 
initiative and vision of Pope Francis, as we hope to take our parish forward within the 
Discipleship Project.

With my prayers and best wishes for you all, Fr Paul

 

  

 


