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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Worth Abbey Parish: Evolving from Maintenance into Mission 
Part of the Worth Abbey Discipleship Centre 

 
Dear Parishioners 
The other week I wrote about how we are responding as a parish to the call of Pope Francis in Evangelii 
Gaudium, which “Every Baptised member of the Catholic faith is called to evangelise and is called to be a 
missionary disciple”.   We wish to become an integral part of the developing Worth Discipleship Centre 
where: 

We offer an invitation into community and sacred space where we encounter Christ, the 
source of our journey and mission. 

On Tuesday of this week Bishop Richard met with all of the Diocesan Clergy, along with his wider Pastoral 
and Educational teams, to share the detail of how the Diocese is responding to the call to Evangelise. The 
Diocesan Vision and plan are called ‘The Word who is Life’, and if you visit the Diocesan Web-site 
www.dabnet.org/  you will be able to hear an introduction to the next steps from Bishop Richard. 
For us at Worth I promised to let you know the detail of the Teams which will work closely with me, to 
develop the plans and activities for the Parish and its wider communities, and enable us to transform our 
parish from Maintenance to Mission. 

Evangelisation Core team (ECT) will be working through the detail of the Divine Renovation Guidebook 
and will develop ideas, suggestions and options for the wider Parish through the Parish Team of Ministries 
(PTM). The Evangelisation Team have all completed Re-Lit and are actively involved in Catechetic, Prayer 
Ministry and Alpha.  They are : 

 Charlie Tibble 
 Chris Carroll 
 Theresa Hobson-Frohock 
 Co-ordination – Marie-Claire McMenemy  

The foundation to Divine Renovation and our response to Evangelisation is Alpha; and the team for our 1st 
programme launched last week is: 

 Hosts:  
o Will Desmond 
o Conal O’Callaghan 
o Charlie Tibble  

 Supporters – the Forerunner Team - Caroline Tully, Hannah Phoenix and Rebecca Blakey 
 Co-ordination – Theresa Hobson-Frohock and Marie-Claire McMenemy  

Parish Team of Ministries (PTM); We have identified areas of Mission for the Parish, and I have asked 
individuals, involved in active ministry, to represent the groups and activities in these areas of our Parish 
life. Their role will be to engage with and actively listen to the groups they represent and share the rich 
diversity of contributions as we develop plans that have at their heart our primary focus of Evangelisation, 
within the context of the Diocese and Worth Discipleship project.  I will be announcing the names of 
members very soon. 

Hearing all voices: Paramount to our success will be in sharing and hearing the diverse thoughts and 
ideas from all parts of our Parish - as we pray, discern and distil, into positive action, for the development of 
our Parish and its role in the Mission of the Church. The key date for this will be a Parish Workshop on 
November the 25th – full details will follow nearer the time. 

 

A few more dates for your diary In December: 
Parish Reconciliation Service Monday 17th December 7.45pm 

The launch campaign for Alpha for all - during Advent 
Carol Service – for our Parish and wider friends and families Sunday 23rd December 4.00pm 

http://www.dabnet.org/
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Anniversaries: 
Please pray for the souls of - Dom Thomas Symons, Revd Francis Hunter, Dr Bob Jackson, David Leslie, 

Zofia Tywon’ska, Peter Burrows, Ada Fieldwick, Allan Chamberlain, Nellie Tester and Terence Crannigan.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in 
peace. Amen. 

Prayers: 
Please pray for the healing of Francesca Cloke 

Please pray this week especially for the Prison Advice and Care Trust, (PACT), who this week 
celebrate their 120th anniversary.  PACT is the main Catholic organisation which supports 
prisoners and their families.  Cardinal Vincent Nichols is their patron. There are 83,000 

prisoners in the UK, and there are 94,000 children who have a parent in prison.  Please pray for 
them. 

"In a spirit of compassion, let us embrace all those fleeing from war and hunger, or forced by 
discrimination, persecution, poverty and environmental degradation to leave their homelands. 
It is not enough to open our hearts to the suffering of others. Much more remains to be done…” 

(Pope Francis) 

 

PEG Woodland Walk  

A new autumn walk through the Worth estate will be led by Mark Tibble and Christina Fitzsimons after 
Mass on Sunday 21st October.  The route will take in a varied selection of wild and planted flora and trees, 

native to the area or introduced over the centuries.  The gentle walk will take approximately an hour and 
will include a welcome pit-stop by a lake for hot chocolate, tea/coffee, cakes, pastries and soft drinks. 

Families particularly welcome!  Adults £5   Families £12             
Contact Sara Barclay-Hudson (sbh0369@yahoo.com) / 01444 461236 to sign up now! 

 

Welcome 
The monastic community welcomes Br Jonathan, OSB, from Conception Abbey, Missouri, USA. 

Br Jonathan is enjoying sabbatical after 38 years as infirmarian, and will be staying with us for a 
few weeks. 

 
 

 
Buy Local! 

Fruits and vegetables travel an average of 1500 miles before reaching your plate. 
Buy fresh local food to eliminate the long distances travelled and preserve nutrients  

and flavour. 

 

Next parish walk 
30th September.  A wonderful walk we have done once before.  We meet at The Victory pub at Staplefield 
at 11.15 a.m. and then walk up the lane opposite and round one of the lakes in the grounds of Nymans and 

return to the pub for lunch at 1.30 p.m. The walk is approximately three and a half miles long and it will be a 
picturesque finale to summer walking as autumn creeps in.  Everyone welcome whether for walk and lunch 

or lunch only.  I would be grateful for numbers on either: trishiasol@aol.com or 07941865002. 
 

Confirmation 2018-19 

Our Confirmation programme starts on Tuesday the 30th October after school and meets  
bi-weekly in term time.  

The programme we are following this year is based on the Youth Alpha series https://alpha.org/alpha-
youth-series/ and includes a weekend Retreat. The Alpha youth Leaders are Conal O'Callaghan and 

Rebecca Blakey, part of Worth abbey School Chaplaincy team. The only requirement is that you are in year 
10 or above, and want to learn more about what it means to follow Jesus Christ. Please email the Parish 
Office for a registration form and we will send you a timetable and personal invite to the first session. 

 

mailto:sbh0369@yahoo.com
mailto:trishiasol@aol.com
https://alpha.org/alpha-youth-series/
https://alpha.org/alpha-youth-series/


Family Development Course – First Steps 
The Family Development Foundation are proposing to run a course for 
couples with children from 0-4 years old. The course will start in early 
2019 and will run once a month at Worth Abbey.  The purpose of the 

course is to provide parents with the tools they need to reach their full 
potential as educators of their children, and to develop their very own 

personal and family plan. 
 

A taster session is planned for Saturday 29th September. To find out 
more information and to sign up for the taster session please contact Katy 

Gray at katyrussell@hotmail.co.uk 
For more information about the course please see  

http://familydevelopment.org.uk/courses/first-steps 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communications and Media Day at DABCEC 
A Communications and Media Day has been scheduled for Saturday 6th October 2018 from 10am to 1pm 

at the Christian Education Centre (DABCEC) in Crawley. Its main purpose is to continue developing the A&B 
News by focusing on editorial content for the coming years that underpins the strategic priorities of 

formation, prayer and mission, while celebrating and building community. If you would like to be our Parish 
representative and attend this day, please do let us know in the parish office.  Thank you 

 
 

Multicultural Crawley Youth Event 

On Sunday 23rd September there will 
be international cuisine, live 

performances, live graffiti a cultural 
fashion show and much more. 

All are welcome at the Memorial 
gardens, Crawley 

Plate Collection 
 

Gift Aided – £194.16 
Non Gift Aided – £354.70 

 
This weekend there will be a 

second collection for  
Home Mission Sunday 

 

Lay Community of St Benedict 
The Lay Community of St Benedict (a national group of people of all ages and denominations, dedicated to 
the Gospel and spirituality of St Benedict, currently with a small number of local members) is meeting in 
The Friary Church Hall on Saturday October 6th. They would love anyone to join them for the afternoon 

 2-4pm to learn more about their community, to share Lectio and friendship.  
If you are interested in joining there is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. 

 

Annual Jam and Chutney Sale 

This will be for medical expenses in Irundu and will take place after the 
Worth Abbey Masses on Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4th November and 

then again on Sunday 11th November  

At West Hoathly. 
Anyone wishing to contribute to this sale is asked to make contact via 

email to jenny.harrison@btconnect.com stating what they will be 
providing. Thank you. 

 
Bottle Tops 

Rachel Davies wants to thank everyone for collecting bottle 
tops this past year. She will no longer be collecting bottle top 
caps. Recycling changes are allowing caps to recycled, as long 

as they are in the bin, loose and not bagged up. There is an 
excellent website providing further information: 

www.sussexgreenliving.co.uk/recycling-zone/recycling-for-
charity. 

 

 

First Holy Communion 
This is the last opportunity 
for children to be registered 

for their First Holy 
Communion. 

Please get in touch with the 
office. 

Volunteers for Refugees Welcome Crawley 
RWC are looking for more volunteers to provide the services we are offering. If you can consider helping 

with any of the activities below, even if just occasionally, please contact me to discuss in more detail how you 
might like to help. 

Driving: to/ from Worth school to/ from  East Grinstead, Ashurstwood or Crawley on a Wednesday or Friday 
afternoon, approx. 1-3, in term times to support Arabic and IT lessons.  Childminding 3 children with 

another volunteer at a Children and Family centre while their parents have their English lessons at Ifield 
College.  English teaching, (mainly conversation).  Or Befriending or Interpreting 

If Interested, please contact Cathy at merrycat1@gmail.com or 07968 688380 
 

Tax Returns 
Please contact the parish 

office if you require your Gift 
Aid statement for your tax 

returns.   Thank you 

mailto:katyrussell@hotmail.co.uk
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REGULAR EVENTS IN THE PARISH 
Mass Times - Saturday: 9.00 am (Concelebrated) and 5.00 pm (First Mass of Sunday),  
Sunday: 9.30 am, with an 11.30am mass at St Dunstan’s West Hoathly 
Daily Mass: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm (Concelebrated), Holy Days of Obligation: Vigil Mass: 7.30 pm;  
Feast Day: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm 
Adoration - Friday evenings 7.00- 8.00pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Reflection, music and silence.  
Sunday Adoration – In St Dunstan’s Chapel, West Hoathly, every Sunday from 5pm-7pm to support the parish 
evangelisation programme.  Please feel free to come for as long as you wish. 
Confessions (Sacrament of Reconciliation) - Sundays 9.10-9.30am before Mass.   
Marian Prayer Group - 2nd/4th Monday, 7.30pm, Lady Chapel.  
Eucharistic Healing Services: Wednesday 10th Oct at 7.15pm.  Sunday 18th Nov from 2-5pm.  Wednesday 12th 
Dec at 7.15pm.  Contact Fr Rod 01342 710308 for further details. 
Lectio Divina - Tuesdays 8.20pm, for 30 mins, Parlour 3 (entry from the Narthex) then Compline.  
Sunday prayers for Healing - Once a month, there is a half hour service of prayers for healing in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel, after 0930 Sunday mass.  All Welcome.  The next dates are 7th Oct, 4th Nov and 2nd Dec. 
Christian Meditation Group - Blessed Sacrament Chapel 7.45pm for 8pm start to 8.45pm followed by 
Compline. Contact Gabrielle 01342 326118/Caterina 01243 554001. Next dates are 26th Sept, 17th and 31st Oct. 
Vigil for Vocations - (1st Friday) 9.00pm to midnight in the Abbey Church.  Next date 5th October. 
Children’s Mass - 1st Saturday of each month at 5pm.  Next date will be October 6th. 
Bereavement Support - Marian & Clare are available to meet you either at St Benedict's or to visit you at home. 
Contact the team via the Parish Office or email - clare_harper@hotmail.com or marian.imhasly@gmail.com.    
Mothers Prayer Group - in Balcombe every Tuesday 12 noon.  Call Marie 07860 845658.  All faiths and none 
are most welcome.  
 

New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings: Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1st Reading – Numbers 11:25-29             2nd Reading – James 5:1-6 

Gospel: Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 
Another Exorcist 

Daily Readings 
Monday – Prov 3:27-34   Luke 8:16-18 

Tuesday – Prov 21:1-6, 10-13   Luke 8:19-21 
Wednesday – Prov 30:5-9   Luke 9:1-6 
Thursday – Eccl/Qoh 1:2-11   Luke 9:7-9  
Friday – Eccl/Qoh 3:1-11   Luke 9:18-22 
Saturday – Dan 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rev 12:7-12a   John 1:47-51 (St Michael and all Angels) 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

 
Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk          Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313          

 Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk           Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.30am-1.30pm)      
 

Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 
Cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 

 
Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 

 
In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at parish@worth.org.uk 

  (by Thursday 10am) 
If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer 

intentions, please let Fr Paul know. 
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