
       In Touch              
1st / 2nd September                                   Twenty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                 No: 1140 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Worth Abbey Parish: Evolving from Maintenance into Mission - Part of the 
Worth Abbey Discipleship Centre 

 

Dear Parishioners  
 
It is a few months now since our Parish AGM, at which there was tremendous support for 
developing a Missionary Parish using the inspiration of Fr James Mallon’s book – Divine 
Renovation. 
 
Over the early summer months, 12 members of the Re-Lit programme met together, and in 
addition we have been working in partnership with the Monastic Community and the School.  All 
of us have been praying and discerning how to work together to bring to life the call of Pope 
Francis in Evangelii Gaudium - “Every Baptised member of the Catholic faith is called to evangelise 
and is called to be a missionary disciple”. 
 
Last year Abbot Luke commissioned a team to consider the creation of a Discipleship Centre here 
at Worth: to act as a beacon, a light shining for nourishment and evangelisation.  That team are 
now moving from discernment and into action.  Later this autumn there will be an opportunity to 
hear more about this project and our role within it. 
 
The Vision for the Discipleship Centre:   We offer an invitation into community and sacred 
space where we encounter Christ, the source of our journey and mission. 
The primary aims are: 

 To form Discipleship Leaders 
 To create an Authentic Community 
 To form Missionary Disciples 
 To become a Resource for others  

 
The Parish is well placed to fulfil an important role. Transforming our Parish from Maintenance to 
Mission is the ‘key-stone’, and the first foundation blocks are to: 
Launch the Alpha programme - the bedrock of Divine Renovation and new life in the Spirit 

 Create an invitational Community where all are welcomed 
 Work in partnership to provide missionary nourishment, sacramental preparation and ongoing 

evangelisation. 
  

Alpha: The ‘Forerunners’ (from the School Chaplaincy) will be leading an Alpha programme for 
those involved in Parish Ministries and for parishioners who completed the Re-Lit programme, 
starting on Monday 10th September. This will run through to the 3rd December and in January 
members of the Parish will then lead and support the Alpha programme for all Parishioners and 
enquirers.  
 
Invitational Community: I am in the process of bringing together a Parish Team of Ministries 
(PTM); i.e.: those actively involved in serving and building our community - be it at Mass, through 
Sacramental preparation, ongoing Evangelisation or Social out-reach. This team will work with me 
to build on the excellent work we already have in the Parish and to develop it even further.  Our 
primary focus is Evangelisation, as an integral part of bringing to life The Worth Discipleship 



Centre. 
 
From this team I have recruited a smaller Evangelisation Core team (ECT) to work through the 
detail of the Divine Renovation Guidebook.  As we do this we will need your prayers to nourish our 
discernment for our Parish and its role within the Worth Discipleship Centre, as we work with 
Abbot Luke, the Monastic Community, the School and its Chaplaincy teams.  
 
Details of those who have accepted the opportunity to become a member of the PTM and ECT, 
with the approval of Abbot Luke, will be announced in the next few weeks.   
 
Coming up:  

 September Alpha for those involved in active ministry within our Parish  
 In October further details will be shared with regard to the creation of the Worth Discipleship 

Centre 
 In November we will be inviting all Parishioners to a Workshop to help shape and bring to life our 

Parish Plan, as we evolve towards becoming a Missionary Parish, a key part of Worth’s 
Discipleship Centre 

 In December Parish Reconciliation Service and details of the launch of Alpha for all.  
 
I would like to thank you all in advance for your generous support of our response to the initiative 
and vision of Pope Francis, as we hope to take our parish forward within the Discipleship Project. 
 
With my prayers and best wishes for you all.  Fr Paul 
 

Parish News 

 
 

 
 

 

Anniversaries: 
Please pray for the souls of – Peter Grace, Margaret Owers, David Carter, Reg Parker,  
Rorie Duncan, Bridget Cheal Snelling, Norman Maddock, Alexandra Church, Charles Hurdman, Michael 
Burke and Matthew Lovell 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in 
peace. Amen. 

Prayers: 
 

Please pray for the healing of Francesca Cloke 

PEG Woodland Walk  

A new autumn walk through the Worth estate will be led by Mark Tibble and Christina Fitzsimons after 
Mass on Sunday 21st October.  The route will take in a varied selection of wild and planted flora and trees, 

native to the area or introduced over the centuries.  The gentle walk will take approximately an hour and 
will include a welcome pit-stop by a lake for hot chocolate, tea/coffee, cakes, pastries and soft drinks. 

Families particularly welcome!  Adults £5   Families £12             
Contact Sara Barclay-Hudson (sbh0369@yahoo.com) / 01444 461236 to sign up now! 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION (FHC) 
FHC classes will begin in a few weeks. Children who are 8 years and older by May 2019 are eligible.  

If you are interested in your child making their FHC, please contact the Parish Office  
on 01342 710313.  Thank you 

 
 

 

 

mailto:sbh0369@yahoo.com


Family Development Course – First 
Steps 

The Family Development Foundation are 
proposing to run a course for couples with 

children from 0-4 years old. The course will 
start in early 2019 and will run once a 

month at Worth Abbey.  The purpose of the 
course is to provide parents with the tools 

they need to reach their full potential as 
educators of their children, and to develop 
their very own personal and family plan. 
A taster session is planned for Saturday 

29th September. To find out more 
information and to sign up for the taster 

session please contact Katy Gray 
at katyrussell@hotmail.co.uk 

For more information about the course 
please see  

http://familydevelopment.org.uk/courses/fi
rst-steps 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Plate Collection – Total over summer 
 

Gift Aided – Over £1800 
Non Gift Aided – Over £1800 

 
There will be a second collection next 

weekend for  
The Catholic Education Service 

 

Inclusion Festival 
(IFAB) 

 
A day to celebrate 

diversity in our Diocese, 
the value of each person, 

and where all people’s 
needs are met.      

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 
At St Wilfrid’s School on 
Sunday 16th September 

from 11 am.   
Mass with Bishop Richard 
at 2.30 pm.  Picnic lunch 

needed.    
Registration is required. 

Go to - 
https://www.surveymon

key.co.uk/r/ifab2018 
Enquiries to Margaret 

Fraher – 01293 651196. 
 

Communications and Media Day at DABCEC 
A Communications and Media Day has been scheduled for Saturday 6th October 2018 from 10am to 1pm at 

the Christian Education Centre (DABCEC) in Crawley. Its main purpose is to continue developing the A&B 
News by focusing on editorial content for the coming years that underpins the strategic priorities of 

formation, prayer and mission, while celebrating and building community. If you would like to be our Parish 
representative and attend this day, please do let us know in the parish office.  Thank you 

 
 

Road Closures 
Sunday 23rd September, 

due to the “Velo South” 
cycle ride there will be 

some road closures.  
Please check the website 
https://www.velosouth.

com/the-route/road-
closures/ for more 

information 

Diocesan 
Grandparents Week 
in our Parishes and 

schools 
 

September 29th – 
October 7th – this is a 

special week for 
Grandparents.  Look out 
for events in your local 

schools 

Quiet Please 
 

After Mass some of our 
congregation enjoy sitting 

quietly and listening to 
our wonderful organist.   

A time for peaceful 
contemplation. 

Could we please ask that 
everyone respect this, 

and leave quietly at the 
end of mass.  
Thank you 

School Governors Wanted 
St Giles CE Primary School, Horsted Keynes is a thriving, village primary 

school.  They are looking for foundation governors who can help to provide 
strategic leadership and who will bring energy, enthusiasm and commitment 

to the role and the wider school community.   
If you are interested please send an email and brief CV to 

kjerbi@stgilesprimary.co.uk 

Apostleship of the Sea 
You are invited to a Mass in 
honour of the patron Stella 
Maris, Our Lady Star of the 

Sea. Come pray for the work 
of Apostleship of the Sea and 
for seafarers on Wednesday, 
September 12th, at 11am, in 

Arundel Cathedral.  
Monsignor B Richard 

Madders will celebrate Mass, 
followed by a reception. All 

invited. 
Please RSVP by email to 

salvina@apostleshipofthese
a.org.uk  

www.apostleshipofthesea.or
g.uk 

 

Dates for your calendar 
Canonisation of Oscar Romero - Sunday 14 October, Rome 
 
National Mass of Thanksgiving for Canonisation of St Oscar Romero - 
Saturday 3 November, 12:30 St George’s Cathedral, Southwark.  Organised in 
conjunction with the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales.  Archbishop 
Peter Smith will preside and Archbishop Bernard Longley will preach 
 
Solemn Evensong in Thanksgiving for the Canonisation of St Romero - 
Saturday 17 November, 15:00 Westminster Abbey 
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REGULAR EVENTS IN THE PARISH 
Mass Times - Saturday: 9.00 am (Concelebrated) and 5.00 pm (First Mass of Sunday),  
Sunday: 9.30 am, with an 11.30am mass at St Dunstan’s West Hoathly 
Daily Mass: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm (Concelebrated), Holy Days of Obligation: Vigil Mass: 7.30 pm;  
Feast Day: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm 
Adoration - Friday evenings 7.00- 8.00pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Reflection, music and silence.  
Sunday Adoration – In St Dunstan’s Chapel, West Hoathly, every Sunday from 5pm-7pm to support the parish 
evangelisation programme.  Please feel free to come for as long as you wish. 
Confessions (Sacrament of Reconciliation) - Sundays 9.10-9.30am before Mass.   
Marian Prayer Group - 2nd/4th Monday, 7.30pm, Lady Chapel.  
Prayers for Healing – 1st Wednesday of every month at 7.15pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, a mass with 
prayers for healing. 
Lectio Divina - Tuesdays 8.20pm, for 30 mins, Parlour 3 (entry from the Narthex) then Compline.  
Sunday prayers for Healing - Once a month, there is a half hour service of prayers for healing in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel, after 0930 Sunday mass.  All Welcome.  The next dates are 9th Sept (NOT 2nd), 7th October 
and 4th November. 
Christian Meditation Group - Blessed Sacrament Chapel 7.45pm for 8pm start to 8.45pm followed by 
Compline. Contact Gabrielle 01342 326118/Caterina 01243 554001. Next dates are 12th and 26th September. 
Vigil for Vocations - (1st Friday) 9.00pm to midnight in the Abbey Church.  Next date 7th September. 

Children’s Mass - 1st Saturday of each month at 5pm.  Next date will be October 6th. 
Bereavement Support - Marian & Clare are available to meet you either at St Benedict's or to visit you at home. 
Contact the team via the Parish Office or email - clare_harper@hotmail.com or marian.imhasly@gmail.com.    
Mothers Prayer Group - in Balcombe every Tuesday 12 noon.  Call Marie 07860 845658.  All faiths and none 
are most welcome.  
 

New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

Next Sunday’s Readings: Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1st Reading – Isaiah 35:4-7               2nd Reading – James 2:1-5 

Gospel: Mark 7:31-37 
Jesus cures a deaf man 

Daily Readings 
Monday – 2 Cor 4:1-2, 5-7   Luke 22:24-30 or 1 Thess 2:2-8   Matt 16:13-19   (St Gregory the Great) 

Tuesday – 1 Cor 2:10b-16   Luke 4:31-37 
Wednesday – 1 Cor 3:1-9   Luke 4:38-44 
Thursday – 1 Cor 3:18-23   Luke 5:1-11 
Friday – I1 Cor 4:1-5   Luke 5:33-39 
Saturday – Mic 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30   Matt 1:1-16, 18-23 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

 
Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk          Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313          

 Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk           Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.30am-1.30pm)      
 

Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 
Cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 

 
Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 

 
In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please contact Maria Stribbling at parish@worth.org.uk 

  (by Thursday 10am) 

 
If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer 

intentions, please let Fr Paul know. 
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