
On Sunday 9th June, two members of the Worth-Irundu Friendship Committee 
attended a Mass in London commemorating the Ugandan Martyrs who died on 
3rd June 1886, having been invited by the choir who come to Worth to sing at 
the Ugandan Mass every year.
It was a colourful affair although it also had the sombreness needed to 
remember the 23 Catholic and 27 Anglican young men who died in the worst 
possible ways because of their refusal to compromise their faith rather than be 
forced into conversion by the king. 
The event was led by Bishop Emeritus Matthias Ssekamanya, a friend of our 
own Father Stephen from a neighbouring Parish in Uganda, who had come from
Uganda for the event; there was much amusement when his homily ran to 52 
minutes for which he was renowned and spoke mainly about unity and solidarity 
not only in the African continent but also here in the U.K.
Most of the hymns were sung in what we can only presume was Lugandan and 
we made a valiant attempt at the words as well as the tunes which were 
unknown to us and as usual, the choir did a sterling job.
The church was pretty packed although apparently it has been even busier in 
recent years and after the 3 hours of the Service, things were set up in a nearby 
garden for socialising with food and music and more words from the Bishop. 
Unfortunately, we were unable to stay but will certainly do so next time, 
apparently the frivolities go on well into the evening.
We are hoping that maybe the Parish at Worth would be able to attend in 
greater numbers and more with notice in the coming years, particularly those 
who support the Worth-Irundu Friendship as they can really get a feel of how 
things are done in Uganda and the great sense of joy that people have there in 
spite of all their hardships. We would love to make it an annual event in the 
Parish calendar.


