
    In Touch          
23rd / 24th June                                                 The Nativity of St John the Baptist                                                         No: 1138 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 “He must lead his disciples, pointing out to them all that is good and holy more by example, than by 
words, demonstrating Gods instructions by a living example” 

 (St Benedict) 
                                                                                                                                                                                                      Edited by Maria Stribbling 

Dear Friends 

I write this week to bring you news about developments in our parish which have occurred since 
our AGM took place in April.   

You will remember that our speaker that day was Hannah Vaughan Spruce, the UK director of 
Divine Renovation, a programme which has been developed over ten years or so to move parishes 
from being what Fr James Mallon, the author of Divine Renovation, calls a maintenance parish to a 
missionary parish.  Hannah explained to us why this change is so necessary nowadays: that we live 
in a post Christian culture, in which two thirds of young people who were brought up in a faith opt 
not to bring their own children up in any faith.  The transformation needed is for us all to recover 
a sense, and the practice, of mission being the primary function of the Church.  Pope Francis 
expresses it thus: I dream of a “missionary option”, that is, a missionary impulse capable of 
transforming everything, so that the Church’s customs, ways of doing things, times and schedules, 
language and structures can be suitably channelled for the evangelization of today’s world rather 
than for her self-preservation…In all its activities the parish encourages and trains its members to be 
evangelizers… a centre of constant missionary outreach. (E.G.27)   At our AGM we voted to adopt 
Divine Renovation, and a group of 15 people completed the Re-Lit programme to help them to 
undertake their missionary vocation.  Our Strategic Leadership Team, together with those who did 
Re-Lit, are now working on developing Divine Renovation.  The principal focus is to develop 
hospitality, to become what is called an invitational parish, one to which we can invite others and 
where everyone will feel welcome.  One important activity which we intend to launch in autumn is 
the Alpha course, which encourages people, those who are already committed Christians, and 
those who are enquirers, to consider the place which Christian faith has, or might have, in their 
daily lives.  We will also offer Youth Alpha in the late autumn for those considering making their 
confirmation. 

All of this is being undertaken under the aegis of the Discipleship Project.  This is an initiative of 
Abbot Luke which involves the whole campus at Worth becoming involved in missionary outreach: 
the school, the estate and Bermondsey Huts, St Bruno’s, the retreat house, and our parish.  We aim 
to work together as a team and share our resources.  The future is exciting! 

At the AGM questions were asked about the finances of the parish.  I am pleased to say that we 
now have a fully renewed Parish Finance Committee, under the very capable leadership of Giles 
Horner.  I am very grateful to Giles for taking on this role, and am quite confident that our finances 
are in very safe hands. 

Fr Paul 

Tip for the weekend – 23rd / 24th June 

A tip for gardeners. 
Save paper bags for collecting seed later in the year. Collect seed on a dry day when the seed is fully 

ripe. Leave seed heads to air dry in the paper bags. Clean, discarding any husks or pods.  
Store in an envelope, remembering to label them! 

 
 



New Data Protection Legislation: 

The Diocese has asked us to request your permission 
to retain your data, most especially email addresses 

and phone numbers.   
Without your permission we can no longer contact you 

or hold your details as a parishioner.  We will be 
emailing everyone on the database shortly.   

Please keep a look out. 
 

 

Parish News 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries: 
Please pray for the souls of – Ted Spice, Dora Bridger, Nigel Daniels, Alan Harris, Colette He le ne 
Rowland, Mary Carling, Valerie Maitland, Bert White, John Bolton, Rudi Weisweiller OG, Lesley Sayward, 
Dom Edward Cruise, Jim Higgins and Setna McQuillan.  Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. Amen. 

Plate Collections: 
 

Gift Aided – £240 
Non Gift Aided – £175 

 
This Weekend there will be a Second 

Collection for “Peters Pence”  
(an annual contribution to the Pope) 

Prayers:                 
 

Thank you to all for your best wishes and prayers for my dad and his broken back.   
He is back home and walking (with some help).   

(Maria Stribbling) 

Parish Picnic: 
Sunday 8th July (after Mass).  

Join us! Get to know more people in the parish.  
Meet on the Piazza in front of the Abbey at 11am. We will go for a short walk down to the 

beautiful quiet garden. The route is all on footpaths and there are no styles so is accessible for 
buggies and the less mobile. Bring a picnic and a blanket to have on the grass when we get back to 
the Abbey at about 12pm. The weather won't stop us! If it is raining we will have a welly walk and 

then have our picnic in the unity room. All welcome.  
For more information contact Charlie Tibble 07845 956243. 

 
 

Baptisms: 

Pear Legras, Max Smith, Katie Eedes, Tess Eedes and Eddie Eedes and their parents, will be presented at 
mass on Sunday 24th June and the children will be Baptised next Sunday at Noon. 

Please pray for them and their families.  Everyone is welcome. 
 
 

Music for a Summer Evening: 
Sunday, 24th June at 7.30pm in the Abbey. Join well-known Sussex choir, The Copthorne 

Consort, its Director, Sophia Vaughan and international concert organist D’Arcy Trinkwon for a 
spectacular evening to celebrate 50 years of Worth Abbey in Peru. 

The evening’s programme will present an exciting variety of music by well-known composers such 
as Faure, Mendelssohn and Vaughan Williams and also some modern composers, who will be in 

attendance. 
There will be a retiring collection in aid of Worth Abbey in Peru, a splendid raffle, provided by the 

Consort and a drinks reception afterwards. 

Our Final Copy of “In Touch” before summer will be next weekend.   
If you have anything urgent you would like to advertise please let me know.   

In Touch will return in September 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

‘St John’s Seminary – Wonersh   …   Can you help? 
The Seminary, near Guildford, Surrey (which has been involved in the formation of priests for over 125 
years) is looking for some help with the cost of re-decoration and refurbishment of 30 of its bedrooms, 
which have received little or no upgrading for 40+ years. Many rooms have threadbare or no carpets, and 
curtains which are close to disintegration. Some of the beds and other furniture started their life in the 
Junior Seminary at Mark Cross, Sussex – which closed in 1970. The Seminary operates on a very tight 
budget, and there are no funds available for this much-needed work, which would cost in the region of 

£2,000 per room. If you can help in any way, please send a cheque made payable to St John’s Seminary to: 
Mgr Gerry Ewing (Vice-Rector), St John’s Seminary, Wonersh, Guildford, Surrey GU5 0QX.  

Thank you so much! 

 

Holy Day of Obligation: 
 

Friday 29th June is a Holy Day of 
Obligation for St Peter and St Paul.  

There will be a Vigil Mass on Thursday 
28th at 7.30pm. 

On Friday 29th, there will be the usual 
8am mass, however the evening mass 

will change to 4.45pm and will be 
with the School. 

Volunteers needed for fun art project: 
Worth school is running a project alongside the Abbey and the parish to connect the children with the 
community.  On Thursday 5th July, there will be a “Worth in the Community day” held in the school.   

Caroline Brown and Dominic Marshall are running a project with forty of our pupils and hopefully Worth 
Parishioners. This project is ART based, it will be a mural which will bring together the Parish, Monastery 
and the School.  You do not have to be artistic.  It will be a fun, wonderful afternoon with interaction with 

our pupils, creating a wonderful piece of art for the Narthex.   Lunch will also be served.  If you are 
interested in helping in this project please either contact the parish office or email Caroline on 

cabrown@worth.org.uk 
 
 

Do you have a space TV you no longer need? 
Due to the Alpha course and other discipleship courses now mostly being online, it looks like the Parish 

office needs a new TV to replace the very old one we currently have.   
Do you have a large screen TV (at least 36inches) that you no longer need, that has USB ports to allow us to 

connect a laptop or maybe even a more modern one with internet access? 
  If you do and would be happy to donate, then please do contact the Parish office?   Thank you so much. 

Non Parish Events: 
Pilgrimage of Reparation and Consecration – At the Church of our lady of Consolation & St Francis, West 
Grinstead, West Sussex, RH13 8LT on Saturday 21st July 
 
Brighton Celebrate Weekend – Celebrate is a non-residential weekend for all ages and takes place on 
Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th July at Cardinal Newman School, Hove, BN3 6|ND.  The theme is “See, I am 
doing a new thing!”    See poster and booking forms for more information or visit 
www.celebrateconference.org/weekends/brighton where you can also book online. 
 

Next parish walk: 
Sunday July 22nd.  It will be a circular walk of approximately 

four and a half miles starting from Street Hill near  
St. Nicholas Church Rectory, Worth Village, which is off the 
Turners Hill Road returning for lunch at The Red Lion at 
approximately 1.30.   As usual there are lovely views and 

some walking through woodland. Parking is limited.   I would 
be grateful if those who intend to go would meet in Worth 
Abbey car park after 9.30 mass on 22nd so that perhaps we 
can discuss any possible car sharing.  I would be grateful for 

numbers on 07941865002 or trishiasol@aol.com 
 

Safe Car Wash App: 

The campaign 'Safe Car Wash App' was launched by the Church of England  and the Catholic Church in 
England and Wales, amid growing concerns that some of the estimated 18,000 hand car washes operating 

around the country are exploiting workers.  
The app lets drivers punch in their location when arriving at a car wash then flick through a series of slavery 
indicators such as whether the car wash only accepts cash, evidence of workers living on site or whether the 
workers seem fearful. If the answers indicate a high likelihood of slavery, users will be directed to a modern 

slavery helpline. You can download the app for Android and Apple phones. 
 

http://www.celebrateconference.org/weekends/brighton
mailto:trishiasol@aol.com


REGULAR EVENTS IN THE PARISH 
Mass Times - Saturday: 9.00 am (Concelebrated) and 5.00 pm (First Mass of Sunday),  
Sunday: 9.30 am, with an 11.30am mass at St Dunstan’s West Hoathly 
Daily Mass: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm (Concelebrated), Holy Days of Obligation: Vigil Mass: 7.30 pm;  
Feast Day: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm 
Adoration - Friday evenings 7.00- 8.00pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Reflection, music and silence.  
Sunday Adoration – In St Dunstan’s Chapel, West Hoathly, every Sunday from 5pm-7pm to support the parish 
evangelisation programme.  Please feel free to come for as long as you wish. 
Confessions (Sacrament of Reconciliation) - Sundays 9.10-9.30am before Mass.   
Marian Prayer Group - 2nd/4th Monday, 7.30pm, Lady Chapel.  
Prayers for Healing – 1st Wednesday of every month at 7.15pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, a mass with 
prayers for healing. 
Lectio Divina - Tuesdays 8.20pm, for 30 mins, Parlour 3 (entry from the Narthex) then Compline.  
Sunday prayers for Healing - Once a month, there is a half hour service of prayers for healing in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel, after 0930 Sunday mass.  All Welcome.  The next dates are 1st July and 5th August. 
Christian Meditation Group - Blessed Sacrament Chapel 7.45pm for 8pm start to 8.45pm followed by 
Compline. Contact Gabrielle 01342 326118/Caterina 01243 554001. Next dates are 27th June, 11th and 25th July. 
Vigil for Vocations - (1st Friday) 9.00pm to midnight in the Abbey Church.  Next date 6th July. 
Children’s Mass - 1st Saturday of each month at 5pm.  Next date 30th June (change to usual). Then Next 
Childrens mass will be after the Summer on October 6th. 
Bereavement Support - Marian & Clare are available to meet you either at St Benedict's or to visit you at home. 
Contact the team via the Parish Office or email - clare_harper@hotmail.com or marian.imhasly@gmail.com.    
Mothers Prayer Group - in Balcombe every Tuesday 12 noon.  Call Marie 07860 845658.  All faiths and none 
are most welcome.  

 

New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

Next Sunday’s Readings: Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1st Reading – Wisdom 1:13-15, 2:23-24               2nd Reading – 2 Corinthians 8:7, 9, 13-15 

 
Gospel: Mark 5:21-43 

Little girl, I tell you to get up 

Daily Readings 

Monday – 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18   Matt 7:1-5 
Tuesday – 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36   Matt 7:6, 12-14 
Wednesday – 2 Kgs 22:8-13, 24:1-3   Matt 7:15-20 
Thursday – 2 Kgs 24:8-17   Matt 7:21-29   Acts 3:1-10   Gal 1:11-20   John 21:15-19 
Friday – Acts 12:1-11   2 Tim 4:6-8, 17-18   Matt 16:13-19 (St Peter and St Paul) 
Saturday – Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19   Matt 8:5-17 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

 
Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk          Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313          

 Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk           Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.30am-1.30pm)      
 

Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 
Cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 

 
Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 

 
In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please email: worthintouch@hotmail.co.uk  (by Thursday 10am) 

 
If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer 

intentions, please let Fr Paul know. 

mailto:clare_harper@hotmail.com
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
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